NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter

American Government

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.

Vocabulary:

Essential Question(s)
●

Students Will Be Able To:


Formative Assessment
● Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government
as well as local, state, and international
governments.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.1.2 Demonstrate meaningful civic participation by
analyzing local, state, national, or international issues and
policies.
SS HS.1.1.b Evaluate the structure of American
constitutional government.
SS HS.1.1.c Analyze the functions of United States
government and its outcomes.
SS HS.1.1.d Analyze the foundation, structures, and
functions of local government and its outcomes.
SS HS.1.1.e Analyze the foundation, structures, and
functions of state government and its outcomes.
SS HS.1.1.f Analyze the foundation, structures, and
functions of supranational organizations.
SS HS.1.1.g Analyze the roles that political parties have
played in the United States.

SS HS.1.1.h Analyze United States foreign policy issues.

SS HS.1.2 Demonstrate meaningful civic
participation by analyzing local, state, national,
or international issues and policies.

SS HS.1.2.a Investigate how individuals and groups can
effectively use the structure and functions of various levels
of government to shape policy.
SS HS.1.2.b Analyze and communicate the significance
and impacts of patriotic symbols, songs, holidays, and
activities in terms of historical, social, and cultural
contexts.
SS HS.1.2.c Engage and reflect on participation in civic
activities.
SS HS.1.2.d Investigate an issue and communicate which
level of government is most appropriate to utilize in
addressing the issue.
SS HS.1.2.e Demonstrate how individuals, groups, and
the media check governmental practices.
SS HS.1.2.f Analyze various media sources for accuracy
and perspective.

Schedule

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 1

Foundations of Government

American Government

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● Governments are formed to maintain order and regulate activities in a geographic area.
● Governments have different levels of involvement in the economy depending on the type of
economic system that is in place.

Vocabulary: anarchy, government, nation, state, country, sovereignty, divine right, social contract,
unitary system, confederacy, federal system, constitution, constitutional government,
authoritarianism, totalitarian, dictatorship, oligarchy, monarchy, democracy, republic, economics,
capitalism, free market, free enterprise, laissez-faire, mixed economy, socialism, democratic
socialist, command economy, bourgeoisie, proletariat, communism
Essential Question(s)
● What are the purposes of government?
● What principles guide different types of government?
● What is the role of government in different types of economic systems?

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Students Will Be Able To:
describe the features of a state.
explain why governments were created.
categorize the functions of government.
define essential political terms and concepts, such as nation, state, government, and
sovereignty.
explain the difference among unitary, confederate, and federal systems of government.
differentiate between a monarchy and a democracy.
describe the goals of capitalism.
explain Adam Smith’s belief in a laissez-faire economic approach.
summarize Karl Marx’s basic theory about communism.

Formative Assessment
● Foundations of American Government
Test

Summative Assessment
• Guided Reading Activities
• Vocabulary Activity
* Lesson Quizzes

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.1.1.a Examine the historical foundation that
influenced the creation of the United States Constitution.

as well as local, state, and international
governments.

Schedule
½ Day — Introducing the Chapter
1 Day — Lesson 1 Purposes and Origins of Government
1 Day — Lesson 2 Types of Government
½ Day — Lesson 3 The Role of Government in Economic Systems
½ Day — Chapter Wrap-Up and Assessment
3.5 Days — Total

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 2

Origins of American Government

American Government

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● The U.S. Constitution was shaped by the American Revolution, Enlightenment thinkers, and
problems with the Articles of Confederation.
Vocabulary: limited government, representative government, charter, revenge, embargo, boycott,
human rights, unicameral, currency, tariff, creditor, treaty, bicameral, interstate commerce,
extralegal
Essential Question(s)
● What influenced the development of our government institutions?
● Why and how did the colonists declare independence?

●
●
●
●
●
●
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●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Students Will Be Able To:
describe the limits set on the monarchy in the English Bill of Rights.
explain representative government.
identify the sources that influenced the formation of colonial government.
analyze the ways colonial governments were limited and representative.
explain the reasons the colonists declared independence.
analyze the text of the Declaration of Independence.
identify reasons states began forming constitutions.
compare and contrast what the national government could and could not do under the
Articles of Confederation.
summarize events such as Shay’s Rebellion.
identify problems that arose in the Confederation period.
discuss the proper way to form a working government.
compare and contrast the respective arguments of the Federalists and Anti-Federalists for
ratification of the Constitution.
explain the differences between the Virginia Plan and the New Jersey Plan and how the
Connecticut Compromise resolved the differences.
analyze the impact of slavery on the formation of the Constitution.

Formative Assessment
● Foundations of American Government
Test

Summative Assessment
* Guided Reading Activities
* Vocabulary Activity
* Hands-On Chapter Project

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government
as well as local, state, and international
governments.

HS.2.5 Explain the role of markets in
determining prices and allocating scarce goods
and services.
SS HS.2.6 Explain how economic institutions
impact different individuals and various groups.
HS.4.1 (US) Analyze and evaluate patterns of
continuity and change over time in American
history.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.1.1.a Examine the historical foundation that
nfluenced the creation of the United States Constitution.
SS HS.1.1.b Evaluate the structure of American
constitutional government.
SS HS.2.5.a Summarize the role of competition, markets,
and prices.
SS HS.2.6.a Explain how various economic institutions
have played a role in United States economic policy and
practice.
SS HS.4.1.a (US) Evaluate the cause and effect of
historical events on various groups in the United States.

Schedule
½ day — Introducing the Chapter
½ day — Lesson 1
½ day — Lesson 2
½ day — Lesson 3
1 day — Lesson 4
½ day — Chapter Wrap-Up and Assessment
3½ Days — Total

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 3

The Constitution

American Government

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● The U.S. Constitution created a federal system of government with a division of powers into
three separate branches that check and balance the powers of the other branches.
Vocabulary: article, amendment, enumerated powers, elastic clause, jurisdiction, judicial review,
convention, repeal, incorporation doctrine, militia, probable cause, eminent domain, impeach,
Supremacy Clause
Essential Question(s)
● How does the U.S. Constitution structure government and divide power between the national
and state governments?
● Why and how has the U.S. Constitution been amended and interpreted throughout our
history?
● How do state constitutions and local charters structure government and protect individual
rights?

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Students Will Be Able To:
describe the Articles of the Constitution.
explain the fundamental principles of the U.S. Constitution.
apply their understanding of the Constitution to government actions.
explain the legislative, executive, and judicial branches of government.
identify the enumerated powers of Congress.
analyze the ways the three branches share and check power.
describe what rights are guaranteed in the Bill of Rights.
explain the process of proposing and ratifying amendments to the Constitution.
identify ways other than the amendment process that the meaning of the Constitution can
change over time.
explain what a unicameral legislature is.
describe the structure of state and local governments.
analyze how the structure of state governments compare to the federal government.

Formative Assessment
● Foundations of American Government
Test

Summative Assessment
* Guided Reading Activities
* Vocabulary Activity
* Lesson Quizzes

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government
as well as local, state, and international
governments.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.1.1.a Examine the historical foundation that
influenced the creation of the United States Constitution.
SS HS.1.1.b Evaluate the structure of American
constitutional government.
SS HS.1.1.g Analyze the roles that political parties have
played in the United States.

Schedule
½ Day — Introducing the Chapter
½ Day — Lesson 1
1 Day — Lesson 2
1 Day — Lesson 3
½ Day — Lesson 4
½ Day — Chapter Wrap-Up and Assessment
4 Days — Total

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 4

Federalism

American Government

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
In the U.S. federal system, power is shared between the national government and the state
governments, which limit the power of government and helps protect individual rights.
● Federalism increases peoples’ opportunities for political participation because people may
participate or seek to influence government policy at the national, state, or local levels.
●

Vocabulary: federalism, delegated powers, expressed powers, implied powers, reserved powers,
concurrent powers, supremacy clause, enabling act, federal grant, mandate, restraint, preemption,
extradite, interstate compact, public policy, sunset law, sunshine law, states rights position,
nationalist position
Essential Question(s)
● Why and how is power divided and shared among national, state, and local governments?
● How does federalism promote democracy and civic participation?
Students Will Be Able To:
 explain how delegated, expressed, and implied powers differ.
 define concurrent powers.
 outline the division of federal and state powers in the United States.
 define enabling act.
 describe the obligations of the states.
 identify the role of the Supreme Court in settling disputes between the federal government and
the states.
 explain what powers are held by state governments.
 identify the ways that states cooperate with each other.
 describe how states resolved conflicts with each other.
 identify how public policy is created at different levels of government.
 explain the different political parties’ views on the balance of power between state and local
governments.
 describe how federalism increases the opportunities for political participation.

Formative Assessment
● Foundations of American Government
Test

Summative Assessment
 Guided Reading Activities
 Vocabulary Activity

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government
as well as local, state, and international
governments.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.1.1.a Examine the historical foundation that
influenced the creation of the United States Constitution.
SS HS.1.1.b Evaluate the structure of American
constitutional government.
SS HS.1.1.c Analyze the functions of United States
government and its outcomes.

Schedule
½ Day — Introducing the Chapter
½ Day — Lesson 1
1 Day — Lesson 2
½ Day — Lesson 3
½ Day — Lesson 4
½ Day — Chapter Wrap-up and Assessment
4 Days — Total

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 5

The Structure of Congress

American Government

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● Congress makes the law and serves as a check on the other branches by among other
things confirming presidential nominees, overseeing the executive branch, approving
treaties, and using the impeachment power.
Vocabulary: bicameral legislature, session, census, reapportionment, redistrict, gerrymander,
at-large, censure, incumbent, constituent, caucus, majority leader, whip, bill, calendar, concurrent
jurisdiction, quorum, president pro tempore, unanimous consent, hold, filibuster, cloture resolution,
standing committee, subcommittee, select committee, joint committee, conference committee,
seniority system, personal staff, committee staff, administrative assistant, legislative assistant,
caseworker
Essential Question(s)
● What is the purpose and structure of the Congress?

●
●
●
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●

Students Will Be Able To:
compare and contrast the characteristics of the House of Representatives and the Senate.
explain how the majority parties use gerrymandering to gain an advantage in future
elections.
summarize the qualifications for representatives and senators.
identify the structure of the House of Representatives.
evaluate the rules and customs of the House of Representatives.
explain how the House conducts business.
compare the Senate to the House of Representatives.
summarize the rules and customs of the Senate.
identify the leadership of the Senate.
define the filibuster and describe how it is used.
outline how congressional committees are organized.
identify the role of congressional committees.
analyze the importance of committee assignments to members of Congress.
identify the role of congressional staff in the day-to-day operations of Congress.
explain the reasons behind the growth of congressional staff over time.
compare the roles of personal staff and subcommittee staff.
Formative Assessment

● Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity
● Lesson Quizzes

Nebraska State Standards
Standards

Supporting Indicators

SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government
as well as local, state, and international
governments.

SS HS.1.1.b Evaluate the structure of American
constitutional government.

SS HS.1.2 Demonstrate meaningful civic
participation by analyzing local, state, national,
or international issues and policies.

SS HS.1.2.d Investigate an issue and communicate which
level of government is most appropriate to utilize in
addressing the issue.

Schedule
½ Day — Introducing the Chapter
1 Day — Lesson 1 Congressional Membership
½ Day — Lesson 2 The House of Representatives
½ Day — Lesson 3 The Senate
½ Day — Lesson 4 Congressional Committees
½ Day — Lesson 5 Staff and Support Agencies
½ Day — Chapter Wrap-Up and Assessment
4 Days — Total

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 6

Congressional Powers

American Government

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● Congress makes the law and serves as a check on the other branches by, among other
things, confirming presidential nominees, overseeing the executive branch, approving
treaties, and using the impeachment power.

Vocabulary: expressed powers, necessary and proper clause, implied powers, revenue bill,
appropriations bill, authorization bill, interstate commerce, copyright, patent, impeachment,
subpoena, perjury, contempt, immunity, legislative oversight, legislative veto, divided government,
national budget, impoundment, line-item veto
Essential Question(s)
● How have the powers of Congress changed over time?
● How does the separation of powers influence the work of Congress?

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Students Will Be Able To:
contrast the expressed powers and implied powers of Congress.
explain the importance of the power of the purse.
describe the nonlegislative powers of Congress.
analyze the importance of Congress’s power to investigate.
identify how Congress exercises its power to investigate.
describe the ways Congress limits the power of the executive.
identify sources of conflict between Congress and the president.
explain the importance of the Congressional Budget and Impoundment Control Act.
analyze how the balance of power between Congress and the president have shifted over
time.

Formative Assessment
● The Legislative Branch Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government
as well as local, state, and international
governments.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.1.1.b Evaluate the structure of American
constitutional government.
SS HS.1.1.c Analyze the functions of United States
government and its outcomes.

SS HS.1.2 Demonstrate meaningful civic
participation by analyzing local, state, national,
or international issues and policies.

SS HS.1.2.d Investigate an issue and communicate which
level of government is most appropriate to utilize in
addressing the issue.

Schedule
½ day — Introducing the Chapter
1 day — Lesson 1
1 day — Lesson 2
½ day — Lesson 3
½ day — Chapter Wrap-Up and Assessment
3½ Days — Total

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 7

Congress at Work

American Government

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● Members of Congress may be influenced by their constituents and key supporters, staffers,
political party, their own beliefs, the president, special-interest groups, and lobbyists when
making laws.
Vocabulary: private bill, public bill, joint resolution, simple resolution, concurrent resolution, rider,
hearing, veto, pocket veto, tax, closed rule, open rule, appropriation, authorization bill,
appropriations bill, continuing resolution, earmark, entitlement, interest group, lobbyist, lobbying,
casework, pork-barrel legislation, logrolling
Essential Question(s)
● How does a bill become a law?
● What factors influence congressional decision making?
● How does the government raise and allocate money?

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Students Will Be Able To:
identify types of bills and resolutions.
outline how a bill becomes a law.
describe what happens to a bill after it is voted on by Congress.
contrast the use of closed rules and open rules in debating a bill.
explain the role of the House and Senate in the budget process.
describe how Congress appropriates money.
define entitlements
identify how entitlements impact the expenditures.
identify the major influences on Congress.
evaluate the ways members of Congress interact with constituents.
explain the influence of political parties on members of Congress.
define lobbyist.
explain the purpose of casework.
identify the factors that influence Congressional decision making.
describe the role of pork-barrel legislation in Congress.

Formative Assessment
● The Legislative Branch Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity
● Hands-On Chapter Project

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government
as well as local, state, and international
governments.

SS HS.1.2 Demonstrate meaningful civic
participation by analyzing local, state, national,
or international issues and policies.
SS HS.2.6 Explain how economic institutions
impact different individuals and various groups.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.1.1.b Evaluate the structure of American
constitutional government.
SS HS.1.1.c Analyze the functions of United States
government and its outcomes.
SS HS.1.2.d Investigate an issue and communicate which
level of government is most appropriate to utilize in
addressing the issue.
SS HS.2.6.a Explain how various economic institutions
have played a role in United States economic policy and
practice.
SS HS.2.6.b Calculate and describe the impact of
economic indicators.

SS HS.2.7 Assess the roles of institutions such
as clearly defined property rights and the rule
of law in a market economy.
SS HS.2.8 Compare and contrast the roles and
responsibilities of government and differing
outcomes from various economic systems:
command/communism, mixed, socialism,
market, and traditional economic systems.

SS HS.2.6.c Describe the functions and role of the
Federal Reserve System and its influence through
monetary policy.
SS HS.2.7.a Assess how property rights are defined,
enforced, and limited by government.

SS HS.2.8.a Examine how governments utilize taxation to
provide goods and services to society.
SS HS.2.8.b Evaluate the effectiveness of government
policies altering market outcomes.
SS HS.2.8.c Critique government policies and regulations
in areas of market failure.

SS HS.2.9 Examine the government’s
influence on economic systems through fiscal
policy.

SS HS.2.9.b Examine the impact of fiscal policy on budget
deficits/surpluses and national debt.

Schedule
½ Day — Introducing the Chapter
1 Day — Lesson 1
½ Day — Lesson 2
1 Day — Lesson 3

½ Day — Lesson 4
½ Day — Chapter Wrap Up and Assessment
4 Days — Total

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 8

State and Local Legislature Branches

American Government

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● State and local legislative branches create laws at the state and local levels through
processes similar to those at the national level.
● Federalism increases people’s opportunities for political participation because people may
participate or seek to influence government policy at the national, state, or local levels.
Vocabulary: unicameral, bicameral, lieutenant governor, special session, blanket pardon, county,
county board, zoning code, municipality, ordinance, township, town meeting, direct democracy,
special district, public policy, mass transit
Essential Question(s)
● How are state and local legislative branches structured?
● How are laws created at the state and local levels?
● How can citizens participate in state and local government?

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Students Will Be Able To:
explain the powers of state legislative branches.
explain the structure of state legislative branches.
describe how state legislators are elected to public office.
outline how state legislatures make and pass laws.
identify ways to participate in local government.
analyze the various forms of local government.
compare and contrast the structure of local government to the structure of state and federal
governments.
define public policy.
identify how laws are created at state and local levels.
describe the role of state government in creating public policy.
describe the role of local government in creating public policy.

Formative Assessment
● The Legislative Branch Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government
as well as local, state, and international
governments.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.1.1.d Analyze the foundation, structures, and
functions of local government and its outcomes.
SS HS.1.1.e Analyze the foundation, structures, and
functions of state government and its outcomes.

SS HS.1.2 Demonstrate meaningful civic
participation by analyzing local, state, national,
or international issues and policies.
SS HS.2.7 Assess the roles of institutions such
as clearly defined property rights and the rule
of law in a market economy.

SS HS.1.2.d Investigate an issue and communicate which
level of government is most appropriate to utilize in a SS .
SS HS.2.7.a Assess how property rights are defined,
enforced, and limited by government.

SS HS.2.8.a Examine how governments utilize taxation to
provide goods and services to society.

SS HS.2.8 Compare and contrast the roles and
responsibilities of government and differing
outcomes from various economic systems:
command/communism, mixed, socialism,
market, and traditional economic systems.

Schedule
½ day — Introducing the Chapter
1 day — Lesson 1
½ day — Lesson 2
½ day — Lesson 3
½ day — Chapter Wrap Up and Assessment
3 Days — Total

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 9

The Presidency

American Government

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
The president, as the head of the executive branch, executes laws, commands the armed
forces, and engages with foreign leaders. The president’s veto and appointment powers
serve as a check on the other branches.
● The president has seven main roles: head of state, chief executive, commander in chief,
chief diplomat, legislative leader, economic planner, and party leader.
●

Vocabulary: inherent powers, executive privilege, mandate, impeach, executive order, impound,
reprieve, pardon, amnesty, civilian, national security, reauthorize, military tribunal, treaty, executive
agreement, Federal Reserve System, Council of Economic Advisors, political patronage,
Essential Question(s)
● What are the powers and roles of the president and how have they changed over time?

Students Will Be Able To:
 identify the powers of the president.
 explain how the powers of the president have grown over time.
 describe the checks on the powers of the president.
 analyze the importance of the president’s ceremonial roles.
 determine the source of the president’s executive power.
 compare and contrast the powers of the president with those of a prime minister.
 analyze how the presidential power to make war has changed over time.
 describe the powers of the president as chief diplomat.
 explain the advantages the president has over Congress in making foreign and defense policy.
 outline the tools or powers a president can use to advance his or her legislative agenda.
 identify the powers the president has as chief economic planner.
 explain the role of the president as party leader.
Formative Assessment
● The Executive Branch Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity
● Lesson Quizzes

● Hands-On Chapter Project

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government
as well as local, state, and international
governments.

SS HS.1.2 Demonstrate meaningful civic
participation by analyzing local, state, national,
or international issues and policies.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.1.1.b Evaluate the structure of American
constitutional government.
SS HS.1.1.c Analyze the functions of United States
government and its outcomes.
SS HS.1.2.d Investigate an issue and communicate which
level of government is most appropriate to utilize in
addressing the issue.

Schedule
½ day — Introducing the Chapter
1 day — Lesson 1
½ day — Lesson 2
1 day — Lesson 3
½ day — Lesson 4
½ day — Chapter Wrap-Up and Assessment
4 Days — Total

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 10

Choosing the President

American Government

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
Key components of presidential leadership include understanding the public, the ability to
communicate, a good sense of timing, the ability to compromise, and political courage.
● The presidential selection process is influenced by communications technology, campaign
financing and regulations, and the Electoral College system.
●

Vocabulary: landslide, compensation, presidential succession, elector, Electoral College,
winner-take-all system, political action committee (PAC), Federal Election Commission (FEC),
primary, caucus, convention, third-party candidate
Essential Question(s)
● What are the key components of presidential leadership?
● How has the role of vice president and the process for presidential succession changed over
time?
● Why and how has the process for nominating and electing presidents changed over time?

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Students Will Be Able To:
explain the formal and informal requirements for becoming president.
identify the leadership qualities of a successful president.
evaluate the arguments made in Bush v. Gore.
analyze the necessity of presidential term limits.
identify the duties of the vice president.
evaluate the line of succession.
identify the role of the Electoral College in presidential elections.
sequence the steps of a presidential candidate takes to get elected.
classify arguments for and against the Electoral College system.

Formative Assessment
● The Executive Branch Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity
● Lesson Quizzes

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government
as well as local, state, and international
governments.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.1.1.b Evaluate the structure of American
constitutional government.
SS HS.1.1.g Analyze the roles that political parties have
played in the United States.

SS HS.1.2 Demonstrate meaningful civic
participation by analyzing local, state, national,
or international issues and policies.

SS HS.1.2.a Investigate how individuals and groups can
effectively use the structure and functions of various levels
of government to shape policy.
SS HS.1.2.b Analyze and communicate the significance
and impacts of patriotic symbols, songs, holidays, and
activities in terms of historical, social, and cultural
contexts.
SS HS.1.2.d Investigate an issue and communicate which
level of government is most appropriate to utilize in
addressing the issue.

Schedule
½ day — Introducing the Chapter
1 day — Lesson 1
½ day — Lesson 2
1 day — Lesson 3
½ day — Chapter Wrap Up and Assessment
3.5 Days — Total

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 11

Structure and Functions of the Executive Branch

American Government

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● The executive branch is responsible for executing and enforcing laws, making policy, making
rules, and regulating various aspects of the economy.
Vocabulary: cabinet, leak, National Security Advisor, White House chief of staff, press secretary,
ambassador, embassy, government corporation, spoils system, civil service system, whistleblower,
recuse, public policy, bureaucrat, liaison officer, stakeholder, injunction, client group, iron triangle.
Deregulate, red tape
Essential Question(s)
● What are the structure and functions of the executive branch?
● How does the federal bureaucracy regulate individuals, communities, and businesses?
Students Will Be Able To:
 identify the role of the president’s cabinet.
 analyze how the role of the cabinet has changed over time.
 describe the role of the Executive Office of the President.
 draw conclusions about the importance of executive departments.
 classify the roles of different executive departments.
 differentiate regulatory commissions and independent agencies.
 identify the origins of the civil service system.
 compare and contrast the spoils system and the civil service system.
 explain the role of the civil service today.
 describe the advantages and disadvantages of presidential appointees serving in the
government.
 analyze the advantages and disadvantages of government regulation.
 explain how bureaucrats use rules and regulations to shape public policy.
 summarize reasons behind the growth of the federal bureaucracy.
 describe iron triangles.

Formative Assessment

Summative Assessment

● The Executive Branch Test

● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government
as well as local, state, and international
governments.

SS HS.1.2 Demonstrate meaningful civic
participation by analyzing local, state, national,
or international issues and policies.
SS HS.2.6 Explain how economic institutions
impact different individuals and various groups.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.1.1.b Evaluate the structure of American
constitutional government.
SS HS.1.1.c Analyze the functions of United States
government and its outcomes.
SS HS.1.2.d Investigate an issue and communicate which
level of government is most appropriate to utilize in
addressing the issue.
SS HS.2.6.a Explain how various economic institutions
have played a role in United States economic policy and
practice.
SS HS.2.6.b Calculate and describe the impact of
economic indicators.

SS HS.2.7 Assess the roles of institutions such
as clearly defined property rights and the rule
of law in a market economy.
SS HS.2.8 Compare and contrast the roles and
responsibilities of government and differing
outcomes from various economic systems:
command/communism, mixed, socialism,
market, and traditional economic systems.

SS HS.2.6.c Describe the functions and role of the
Federal Reserve System and its influence through
monetary policy.
SS HS.2.7.a Assess how property rights are defined,
enforced, and limited by government.

SS HS.2.8.a Examine how governments utilize taxation to
provide goods and services to society.
SS HS.2.8.b Evaluate the effectiveness of government
policies altering market outcomes.
SS HS.2.8.c Critique government policies and regulations
in areas of market failure.

SS HS.2.9 Examine the government’s
influence on economic systems through fiscal
policy.

SS HS.2.9.b Examine the impact of fiscal policy on budget
deficits/surpluses and national debt.

Schedule

½ day — Introducing the Chapter
1 day — Lesson 1
½ day — Lesson 2
½ day — Lesson 3
1 day — Lesson 4
½ day — Chapter Wrap-Up and Assessment
4 Days — Total

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 12

State and Local Executive Branches

American Government

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● State and local executive branches are responsible for executing and enforcing state laws
and local ordinances, making state and local policy and rules, and making and enforcing
state and local regulations.
Vocabulary: governor, gubernatorial, lieutenant governor, line-item veto, National Guard, special
district, mayor-council form, strong-mayor system, weak-mayor system, municipality, plurality,
recall, block grant, public utility, workers’ compensation, unemployment compensation, zoning,
suburb, infrastructure, mass transit
Essential Question(s)
● How are state and local executive branches structured?
● What are the characteristics of effective governors and mayors?

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Students Will Be Able To:
compare the powers and roles of the president to the powers and roles of a state governor.
explain the limitations on governors.
describe the forms of municipal government.
list the qualifications to become a governor and a mayor.
describe how state and local executives are elected.
define recall and impeachment.
debate the ability to recall officials.
describe the structure of state and local executive branches.
explain the functions of state and local executive branches.
analyze the arguments in Kelo v. New London.

Formative Assessment
● The Executive Branch Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government
as well as local, state, and international
governments.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.1.1.d Analyze the foundation, structures, and
functions of local government and its outcomes.
SS HS.1.1.e Analyze the foundation, structures, and
functions of state government and its outcomes.

SS HS.1.2 Demonstrate meaningful civic
participation by analyzing local, state, national,
or international issues and policies.

SS HS.1.2.d Investigate an issue and communicate which
level of government is most appropriate to utilize in
addressing the issue.

SS HS.2.7 Assess the roles of institutions such
as clearly defined property rights and the rule
of law in a market economy.

SS HS.2.7.a Assess how property rights are defined,
enforced, and limited by government.

SS HS.2.8 Compare and contrast the roles and
responsibilities of government and differing
outcomes from various economic systems:
command/communism, mixed, socialism,
market, and traditional economic systems.

SS HS.2.8.a Examine how governments utilize taxation to
provide goods and services to society.

Schedule
½ day — Introducing the Chapter
1 day — Lesson 1
½ day — Lesson 2
½ day — Lesson 3
½ day — Chapter Wrap-Up and Assessment
3 Days — Total

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 13

Federal and State Court Systems

American Government

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● The judicial branch interprets the law and resolves disputes between parties. The power of
judicial review serves as a check on the other branches of government.
Vocabulary: law, judicial review, unconstitutional, impartial, criminal trial court, civil trial court,
original jurisdiction, adversarial system, inquisitorial system, plaintiff, prosecutor, defendant, jury,
public defender, plea bargain, grand jury, indictment, error of law, procedural due process, majority
opinion, dissenting opinion, concurring opinion, precedent, stare decisis, statute, general
jurisdiction, limited jurisdiction, regional circuit, court-martial, reservation, tribal courts
Essential Question(s)
● What is the role of the judicial system in our democracy?
● What are the purposes of trials and appeals in our court systems?
● How are federal, state, and local courts organized?
Students Will Be Able To:
 explain how the judiciary acts according to the principles of democracy.
 describe the power of judicial review.
 identify how the judiciary acts as an independent branch of government.
 explain the function of trial courts.
 compare criminal trial courts and civil trial courts.
 outline the trial process.
 identify the importance of juries in the U.S. legal system.
 identify the characteristics of a successful appeal.
 describe the procedures followed by an appeals court.
 explain why precedent is used to help determine the outcome of an appeal.
 explain how jurisdiction is determined in a court case.
 describe the basic structure of federal, state, and local court systems.
 identify the role of military and tribal courts in the U.S. legal system.
Formative Assessment

Summative Assessment

● The Judicial Branch Test

● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity
● Lesson Quizzes

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government
as well as local, state, and international
governments.

SS HS.1.2 Demonstrate meaningful civic
participation by analyzing local, state, national,
or international issues and policies.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.1.1.b Evaluate the structure of American
constitutional government.
SS HS.1.1.c Analyze the functions of United States
government and its outcomes.
SS HS.1.2.d Investigate an issue and communicate which
level of government is most appropriate to utilize in
addressing the issue.
SS HS.1.2.e Demonstrate how individuals, groups, and
the media check governmental practices.

Schedule
½ day — Introducing the Chapter
1 day — Lesson 1
½ day — Lesson 2
½ day — Lesson 3
½ day — Lesson 4
½ day — Chapter Wrap-Up and Assessment
3.5 Days — Total

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 14

The Supreme Court of the United States

American Government

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
The judicial branch interprets the law and resolves disputes between parties. The power of
judicial review serves as a check on the other branches of government.
● The selection process for Supreme Court justices is affected by a candidate’s judicial record,
writings and speeches, and political party affiliation.
●

Vocabulary: advisory opinion, writ of certiorari, law clerk, rule of four, brief, amicus curiae,
unanimous ruling, Supreme Court justice, continuous, appellate litigation, judicial restraint, judicial
activism, originalism, “living” constitution,
Essential Question(s)
● What influences how the Supreme Court selects cases, decides cases, and interprets the
Constitution?
● What affects the selection process for Supreme Court justices?

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Students Will Be Able To:
 explain the function of the Supreme Court.
analyze important Supreme Court cases.
identify the ways cases reach the Supreme Court.
outline how cases are argued and decided by the Supreme Court.
explain what an amicus curiae brief is and how it influences the court.
describe the outside influences on Supreme Court decisions.
explain how Supreme Court justices are nominated and confirmed.
identify the qualities a president looks for in a Supreme Court nominee.
debate whether judges should be appointed to life terms.
compare and contrast judicial activism and judicial restraint.
identify different judicial philosophies and the role they play in Supreme Court decision
making.
explain how the legislative and executive branches serve as a check on the powers of the
Supreme Court.

Formative Assessment
● The Judicial Branch Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity
● Lesson Quizzes

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government
as well as local, state, and international
governments.

SS HS.1.2 Demonstrate meaningful civic
participation by analyzing local, state, national,
or international issues and policies.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.1.1.b Evaluate the structure of American
constitutional government.
SS HS.1.1.c Analyze the functions of United States
government and its outcomes.
SS HS.1.2.d Investigate an issue and communicate which
level of government is most appropriate to utilize in
addressing the issue.
SS HS.1.2.e Demonstrate how individuals, groups, and
the media check governmental practices.

Schedule
½ day — Introducing the Chapter
1 day — Lesson 1
½ day — Lesson 2
½ day — Lesson 3
1 day — Lesson 4
½ day — Chapter Wrap-Up and Assessment
4 Days — Total

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 15

Constructional Freedoms

American Government

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● The U.S. Constitution and the Bill of Rights and later amendments guarantee certain basic
rights and freedoms that are essential to our democracy.
Vocabulary: pure speech, symbolic speech, obscenity, defamation, slander, libel, “fighting words”,
commercial speech, seditious speech, censorship, prior restraint, gag order, sequester, petition,
establishment clause, secular, free exercise clause, graven image, Jim Crow laws, substantive due
process, equal protection clause, rational basis, strict scrutiny, substantial relationship,
incorporation doctrine, selective incorporation, discrimination, civil rights movement, sit-in, picket,
disability, affirmative action, racial quota, militia, surveillance, wiretap
Essential Question(s)
● What restrictions, if any, should be placed on our constitutional rights and freedoms?
● Why and how are the freedoms in the Bill of Rights and later amendments essential to our
democracy?
● How have citizens and citizen movements brought about political and social change?

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Students Will Be Able To:
 explain the importance of freedom of speech in a democracy.
describe limitations placed on free speech.
identify time, place, and manner restrictions on freedom of speech.
define prior restraint.
list limitations on the freedom of the press.
explain the importance of freedom of assembly and petition.
categorize Supreme Court cases that are related to the establishment clause and the free
speech clause.
analyze why the Founders protected religious freedom in the United States.
analyze the importance of the Fourteenth Amendment.
contrast procedural due process and substantive due process.
explain how most of the Bill of Rights became incorporated against the states.
define discrimination.
identify different types of discrimination and the legislation that prohibit the discrimination.
connect the Civil Rights Act of 1964 to their own lives.
examine Supreme Court cases on affirmative action.
explain the Supreme Court case District of Columbia v. Heller.
analyze the right to keep and bear arms.
identify the limits to privacy rights.

Formative Assessment
● The Judicial Branch Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity

● Hands-On Chapter Project
Nebraska State Standards
Standards

Supporting Indicators

SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government
as well as local, state, and international
governments.

SS HS.1.1.c Analyze the functions of United States
government and its outcomes.

SS HS.1.2 Demonstrate meaningful civic
participation by analyzing local, state, national,
or international issues and policies.

SS HS.1.2.b Analyze and communicate the significance
and impacts of patriotic symbols, songs, holidays, and
activities in terms of historical, social, and cultural
contexts.
SS HS.1.2.c Engage and reflect on participation in civic
activities.
SS HS.1.2.d Investigate an issue and communicate which
level of government is most appropriate to utilize in
addressing the issue.
SS HS.1.2.e Demonstrate how individuals, groups, and
the media check governmental practices.

HS.4.1 (US) Analyze and evaluate patterns of
continuity and change over time in American
history.
SS HS.4.3 (US) Examine historical events from
the perspectives of marginalized and
underrepresented groups.

SS HS.4.1.a (US) Evaluate the cause and effect of
historical events on various groups in the United States.

SS HS.4.3.a (US) Identify how differing experiences can
lead to the development of perspectives.

Schedule
½ Day — Introducing the Chapter
½ Day — Lesson 1
½ Day — Lesson 2
½ Day — Lesson 3
½ Day — Lesson 4
½ Day — Lesson 5
½ Day — Lesson 6
½ Day — Chapter Wrap-Up and Assessment
4 Days — Total

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 16

Constitutional Right to a Fair Trial

American Government

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● The U.S. Constitution and the Bill of Rights and later amendments guarantee certain basic
rights and freedoms that are essential to our democracy.
Vocabulary: criminal justice process, evidence, prosecute, search warrant, probable cause,
contraband, arrest, exclusionary rule, interrogation, self-incrimination, Miranda rights, presumption
of innocence, plea bargain, counsel, acquittal, indigent, cross-examination, status offense,
sentence, ex post facto clause, three-strikes laws, capital punishment, treason, espionage, double
jeopardy,
Essential Question(s)
● How does our democracy protect the rights of individuals suspected, accused, convicted, or
acquitted of crimes?
● How does our democracy balance the rights of the defendant and the search for truth?
Students Will Be Able To:
  identify the rights of the accused.
 describe how the Fourth Amendment protects from unreasonable searches and seizures.
 explain what remedies are available when the government violates the rights of the accused.
 describe the presumption of innocence and explain its importance in criminal trials.
 discuss the importance of an impartial jury in a trial.
 explain how Gideon v. Wainwright ensured the right to an attorney for indigent defendants in
state courts.
 identify the rights protected by the Fifth and Sixth Amendments.
 identify the purpose of punishment in the criminal justice system.
 explain how the Eighth Amendment places limits on punishments available to the government.
 describe constitutional protections available to those convicted or acquitted of a crime.
Formative Assessment
● The Judicial Branch Test

●
●
●
●

Summative Assessment
Guided Reading Activities
Vocabulary Activity
Lesson Quizzes
Hands-On Chapter Project

Nebraska State Standards
Standards

Supporting Indicators

SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government
as well as local, state, and international
governments.

SS HS.1.1.c Analyze the functions of United States
government and its outcomes.

SS HS.1.2 Demonstrate meaningful civic
participation by analyzing local, state, national,
or international issues and policies.

SS HS.1.2.b Analyze and communicate the significance
and impacts of patriotic symbols, songs, holidays, and
activities in terms of historical, social, and cultural
contexts.
SS HS.1.2.c Engage and reflect on participation in civic
activities.
SS HS.1.2.d Investigate an issue and communicate which
level of government is most appropriate to utilize in
addressing the issue.
SS HS.1.2.e Demonstrate how individuals, groups, and
the media check governmental practices.

SS HS.2.7 Assess the roles of institutions such
as clearly defined property rights and the rule
of law in a market economy.
HS.4.1 (US) Analyze and evaluate patterns of
continuity and change over time in American
history.
SS HS.4.3 (US) Examine historical events from
the perspectives of marginalized and
underrepresented groups.

SS HS.2.7.a Assess how property rights are defined,
enforced, and limited by government.

SS HS.4.1.a (US) Evaluate the cause and effect of
historical events on various groups in the United States.

SS HS.4.3.a (US) Identify how differing experiences can
lead to the development of perspectives.

Schedule
½ Day — Introducing the Chapter
1 Day — Lesson 1
½ Day — Lesson 2
½ Day — Lesson 3
½ Day — Chapter Wrap-Up and Assessment
3 Days— Total

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 17

Political Parties

American Government

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
The United States has a two-party system in which the Democratic Party and the
Republican Party have different platforms and political bases and promote different policies.
● Political parties organize to help people with broad common interests win elections and
influence public policy.
●

Vocabulary: political party, patronage, one-party system, two-party system, coalition government,
third party, single-issue party, ideological party, splinter party, single-member district, proportional
representation, liberal, conservative, moderate Democratic Party, Republican Party, platform, party
identification, independent, polarize, centrist, canvass, petition, caucus, direct primary, closed
primary, open primary, plurality, ticket
Essential Question(s)
● How does the two-party system influence American democracy?

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Students Will Be Able To:
 identify the functions of political parties.
describe the different party systems.
analyze the evolution of American political parties.
explain the obstacles faced by third parties.
differentiate between liberal and conservative ideologies.
identify differences in viewpoints between the Republican and Democratic parties.
identify differences between voters who identify as Republican and voters who identify as
Democratic.
define plurality vote.
explain the role of party organization and membership in government.
describe how political candidates are nominated for office.
identify the role of delegates in nominating the president.

Formative Assessment
● Participating in Government Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity
● Lesson Quizzes

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.1.1.g Analyze the roles that political parties have
played in the United States.

as well as local, state, and international
governments.
SS HS.1.2 Demonstrate meaningful civic
participation by analyzing local, state, national,
or international issues and policies.

SS HS.1.2.a Investigate how individuals and groups can
effectively use the structure and functions of various levels
of government to shape policy.
SS HS.1.2.b Analyze and communicate the significance
and impacts of patriotic symbols, songs, holidays, and
activities in terms of historical, social, and cultural
contexts.
SS HS.1.2.c Engage and reflect on participation in civic
activities.
SS HS.1.2.d Investigate an issue and communicate which
level of government is most appropriate to utilize in
addressing the issue.
SS HS.1.2.e Demonstrate how individuals, groups, and
the media check governmental practices.

HS.4.1 (US) Analyze and evaluate patterns of
continuity and change over time in American
history.

SS HS.4.2 (US) Analyze the complexity of the
interaction of multiple perspectives to
investigate causes and effects of significant
events in the development of history.
SS HS.4.3 (US) Examine historical events from
the perspectives of marginalized and
underrepresented groups.
SS HS.4.4 (US) Evaluate sources for
perspective, limitations, accuracy, and
historical context.

SS HS.4.1.a (US) Evaluate the cause and effect of
historical events on various groups in the United States.
SS HS.4.1.c (US) Evaluate the impact of people, events,
and ideas, including various cultures and ethnic groups,
on the United States.
SS HS.4.2.a (US) Identify and evaluate how considering
multiple perspectives facilitates an understanding of
history.

SS HS.4.3.a (US) Identify how differing experiences can
lead to the development of perspectives.

SS HS.4.4.b (US) Evaluate strengths and limitations of a
variety of primary and secondary historical sources.

Schedule
½ Day — Introducing the Chapter
1 Day — Lesson 1
½ Day — Lesson 2
1 Day — Lesson 3
½ Day — Chapter Wrap-Up and Assessment
3½ Days — Total

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 18

Voting and Elections

American Government

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● Voting in elections is one of the main ways that citizens can participate in government.
Vocabulary: election, voting, suffrage, disenfranchise, grandfather clause, literacy test, poll tax,
midterm election, legislative referendum, popular referendum, initiative, cross-pressured voter,
straight party ticket, campaign manager, propaganda, corruption, hard money, political action
committee (PAC), soft money, SuperPAC, compulsory voting, recall, polling place, precinct, early
voting, absentee ballot, canvassing board
Essential Question(s)
● Who should have the right to vote in a democracy?
● What factors influence voters and election campaigns?
● What are key steps in voting?

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Students Will Be Able To:
define suffrage and disenfranchise.
determine how the Voting Rights Act of 1965 increased the number of African American
voters.
theorize why women did not face the same barriers to voting as African Americans after
achieving suffrage.
describe arguments for and against term limits.
explain the major factors that influence voters.
identify ways to increase voter turnout.
identify common propaganda techniques.
analyze the effectiveness of campaign commercials.
analyze the impact of campaign finance reform.
identify the steps a person must take to vote.
analyze the role of voter registration efforts in the civil rights movement.
describe the procedure for voting.

Formative Assessment
● Participating in Government Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity
● Hands-On Chapter Project

Nebraska State Standards
Standards

Supporting Indicators

SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government
as well as local, state, and international
governments.

SS HS.1.1.g Analyze the roles that political parties have
played in the United States.

SS HS.1.2 Demonstrate meaningful civic
participation by analyzing local, state, national,
or international issues and policies.

SS HS.1.2.a Investigate how individuals and groups can
effectively use the structure and functions of various levels
of government to shape policy.
SS HS.1.2.b Analyze and communicate the significance
and impacts of patriotic symbols, songs, holidays, and
activities in terms of historical, social, and cultural
contexts.
SS HS.1.2.c Engage and reflect on participation in civic
activities.
SS HS.1.2.d Investigate an issue and communicate which
level of government is most appropriate to utilize in
addressing the issue.
SS HS.1.2.e Demonstrate how individuals, groups, and
the media check governmental practices.

HS.4.1 (US) Analyze and evaluate patterns of
continuity and change over time in American
history.

SS HS.4.1.a (US) Evaluate the cause and effect of
historical events on various groups in the United States.
SS HS.4.1.c (US) Evaluate the impact of people, events,
and ideas, including various cultures and ethnic groups,
on the United States.

SS HS.4.2 (US) Analyze the complexity of the
interaction of multiple perspectives to
investigate causes and effects of significant
events in the development of history.
SS HS.4.3 (US) Examine historical events from
the perspectives of marginalized and
underrepresented groups.

SS HS.4.2.a (US) Identify and evaluate how considering
multiple perspectives facilitates an understanding of
history.

SS HS.4.3.a (US) Identify how differing experiences can
lead to the development of perspectives.

Schedule
½ Day — Introducing the Chapter
½ Day — Lesson 1
1 Day — Lesson 2
1 Day — Lesson 3
½ Day — Lesson 4
½ Day — Chapter Wrap-Up and Assessment

4 Days — Total

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 19

Public Opinion and Interest

American Government

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● Interest groups and public opinion can have a large role in shaping public policy.
Vocabulary: political socialization, peer group, mass media, political culture, political efficacy,
interest group, public opinion, straw poll, biased sample, universe, representative sample, random
sampling, sampling error, push polling, exit poll, interest group, civil society, public interest group,
lobby, lobbyist, grassroots lobbying
Essential Question(s)
● How do special interests seek to influence U.S. public policy?
● In what ways can public opinion affect government policy?
Students Will Be Able To:
 describe how political socialization shapes people’s views.
 compare public opinion polls.
 identify ways individuals can impact government policy.
 evaluate arguments on controversial issues.
 conduct a public opinion poll.
 interpret a public opinion poll.
 categorize types of interest groups.
 discuss ways interest groups can achieve their goals.
 compare civil societies around the world.
 interview members of an interest group.
 identify ways students can impact politics in their community.
 evaluate the effectiveness of various methods of influencing members of Congress.
 compare and contrast affiliated and independent PACs.
 analyze how campaign finance laws impact free speech.
Formative Assessment

Summative Assessment

● Participating in Government Test

● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity

Nebraska State Standards
Standards

Supporting Indicators

SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government
as well as local, state, and international
governments.

SS HS.1.1.g Analyze the roles that political parties have
played in the United States.

SS HS.1.2 Demonstrate meaningful civic
participation by analyzing local, state, national,
or international issues and policies.

SS HS.1.2.a Investigate how individuals and groups can
effectively use the structure and functions of various levels
of government to shape policy.
SS HS.1.2.b Analyze and communicate the significance
and impacts of patriotic symbols, songs, holidays, and
activities in terms of historical, social, and cultural
contexts.
SS HS.1.2.c Engage and reflect on participation in civic
activities.
SS HS.1.2.d Investigate an issue and communicate which
level of government is most appropriate to utilize in
addressing the issue.
SS HS.1.2.e Demonstrate how individuals, groups, and
the media check governmental practices.
SS HS.1.2.f Analyze various media sources for accuracy
and perspective.

Schedule
½ day — Introducing the Chapter
½ day — Lesson 1
1 day — Lesson 2
1 day — Lesson 3
½ day — Lesson 4
½ day — Chapter Wrap-Up and Assessment
4 Days — Total

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 20

Mass Media in the Digital Age

American Government

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● Mass media informs and shapes public opinion, plays an important role in election
campaigns, and serves as a check on government power.
Vocabulary: mass media, journalist, news release, news briefing, press conference, leak, media
event, horse-race coverage, front runner, spot advertising, prior restraint, libel, defamation,
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), shield law, fairness doctrine, embedded journalist, blog,
electronic mailing list, action alert, electronic petition, e-commerce
Essential Question(s)
● What role does the mass media play in the U.S. political system?
● How do the Internet and social media affect the U.S. political process?

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Students Will Be Able To:
differentiate between hard news, commentary, and features.
identify bias in media coverage.
explain how the media sets the public agenda.
identify issues that cause tension between the government and the media.
research ownership of media outlets in their community.
analyze ways the FCC regulates mass media.
examine their online presence.
design apps or websites that could enhance local government websites.
analyze online news sources for objectivity and accuracy.

Formative Assessment
● Participating in Government Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity

Nebraska State Standards
Standards

Supporting Indicators

SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government
as well as local, state, and international
governments.

SS HS.1.1.g Analyze the roles that political parties have
played in the United States.

SS HS.1.2 Demonstrate meaningful civic
participation by analyzing local, state, national,
or international issues and policies.

SS HS.1.2.c Engage and reflect on participation in civic
activities.

SS HS.1.2.d Investigate an issue and communicate which
level of government is most appropriate to utilize in
addressing the issue.
SS HS.1.2.e Demonstrate how individuals, groups, and
the media check governmental practices.
SS HS.1.2.f Analyze various media sources for accuracy
and perspective.

Schedule
½ Day — Introducing the Chapter
1 Day — Lesson 1
½ Day — Lesson 2
½ Day — Lesson 3
½ Day — Chapter Wrap-Up and Assessment
3 Days — Total

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 21

Financing Government

American Government

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● Mass media informs and shapes public opinion, plays an important role in election
campaigns, and serves as a check on government power.
Vocabulary: budget, revenue, budget surplus, budget deficit, national debt, fiscal year,
expenditure, uncontrollable, entitlement, tax, excise tax, protective tariff, progressive tax,
regressive tax, marginal tax rate, taxable income, dependent, withholding, security, economic
indicators, fiscal policy, monitary policy, gross domestic product (GDP), Federal Reserve System,
discount rate, open-market operations, reserve requirement, severance tax, block grant, bond, real
property, personal property, market value, special assessment
Essential Question(s)
● What role does the mass media play in the U.S. political system?
● How do the Internet and social media affect the U.S. political process?

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Students Will Be Able To:
differentiate between hard news, commentary, and features.
identify bias in media coverage.
explain how the media sets the public agenda.
identify issues that cause tension between the government and the media.
research ownership of media outlets in their community.
analyze ways the FCC regulates mass media.
examine their online presence.
design apps or websites that could enhance local government websites.
analyze online news sources for objectivity and accuracy.

Formative Assessment
● Government in Action Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government
as well as local, state, and international
governments.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.1.1.c Analyze the functions of United States
government and its outcomes.
SS HS.1.1.d Analyze the foundation, structures, and
functions of local government and its outcomes.
SS HS.1.1.e Analyze the foundation, structures, and
functions of state government and its outcomes.

HS.2.5 Explain the role of markets in
determining prices and allocating scarce goods
and services.

SS HS.2.5.a Summarize the role of competition, markets,
and prices.
SS HS.2.5.b Illustrate how markets determine changing
equilibrium prices through supply and demand analysis.
SS HS.2.5.c Hypothesize how competition between
sellers could result in lower prices, higher quality products,
and better customer service.
SS HS.2.5.d Investigate possible causes and
consequences of shortages and surpluses.

SS HS.2.6 Explain how economic institutions
impact different individuals and various groups.

SS HS.2.6.a Explain how various economic institutions
have played a role in United States economic policy and
practice.
SS HS.2.6.b Calculate and describe the impact of
economic indicators.

SS HS.2.8 Compare and contrast the roles and
responsibilities of government and differing
outcomes from various economic systems:
command/communism, mixed, socialism,
market, and traditional economic systems.
SS HS.2.9 Examine the government’s
influence on economic systems through fiscal
policy.

SS HS.2.6.c Describe the functions and role of the
Federal Reserve System and its influence through
monetary policy.
SS HS.2.8.a Examine how governments utilize taxation to
provide goods and services to society.
SS HS.2.8.b Evaluate the effectiveness of government
policies altering market outcomes.
SS HS.2.9.a Explore various forms of taxation including
income, sales, and capital gains and examine how
governments can use taxing and spending policies to
influence behavior.
SS HS.2.9.b Examine the impact of fiscal policy on budget
deficits/surpluses and national debt.

Schedule
½ Day — Introducing the Chapter
1 Day — Lesson 1
½ Day — Lesson 2
½ Day — Lesson 3
½ Day — Chapter Wrap-Up and Assessment
3 Days — Total

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 22

Making Social and Domestic Policy

American Government

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
The legislative branch passes laws, the executive branch implements laws, and the judicial
branch interprets laws.
● Interest groups and public opinion can have a large role in shaping public policy.
●

Vocabulary: mixed economy, tariff, subsidy, trust, monopoly, interlocking directorate, oligopoly,
security, collective bargaining, closed shop, right-to-work law, price supports, citizen suit,
renewable energy, income security program, unemployment insurance, Medicare, public housing,
citizen, citizenship, naturalization, collective naturalization, quotas, amnesty, visa, green card,
asylum, refugee,
Essential Question(s)
● How is social and domestic policy created and implemented?
● How do citizens influence government social and domestic policy?
● How do social and domestic policies affect U.S. society and culture?

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Students Will Be Able To:
describe some of the roles fulfilled by the Commerce Department and the Small Business
Administration,
identify the events that led to the creation of the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau
(CFPB) and the Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC),
explain why the National Labor Relations Board (NLRB) was created,
describe the role of the National Labor Relations Board (NLRB),
explain which policy goals they would support in a Farm Bill,
compare advantages and disadvantages of using price controls and subsidies to support
American agriculture,
explain why environmentalists and business groups sometimes conflict over U.S. energy
policy,
summarize information about legislation that was enacted in the 1970s to reduce air and
water pollution,
define terms used to describe income security programs,
summarize information about participation in and operation of the Social Security system,
consider advantages and disadvantages of Medicare and the Children’s Health Insurance
Program,
analyze reasons why the federal government funds scientific research,
compare and contrast Medicare and Medicaid,
explain what the No Child Left Behind and Race to the Top programs are, what they have in
common, and how they are different,
specify the programs implemented by the FHA,
summarize the role played by the federal government in building and maintaining highways,
contrast citizenship by birth and citizenship by naturalization,
analyze how federalism impacts U.S. immigration policy,

●

summarize how visas are used to manage immigration to the United States

Formative Assessment
● Government in Action Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government
as well as local, state, and international
governments.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.1.1.c Analyze the functions of United States
government and its outcomes.
SS HS.1.1.f Analyze the foundation, structures, and
functions of supranational organizations.
SS HS.1.1.h Analyze United States foreign policy issues.

SS HS.2.6 Explain how economic institutions
impact different individuals and various groups.

SS HS.2.6.a Explain how various economic institutions
have played a role in United States economic policy and
practice.
SS HS.2.6.b Calculate and describe the impact of
economic indicators.

SS HS.2.8 Compare and contrast the roles and
responsibilities of government and differing
outcomes from various economic systems:
command/communism, mixed, socialism,
market, and traditional economic systems.

SS HS.2.6.c Describe the functions and role of the
Federal Reserve System and its influence through
monetary policy.

SS HS.2.8.a Examine how governments utilize taxation to
provide goods and services to society.
SS HS.2.8.b Evaluate the effectiveness of government
policies altering market outcomes.
SS HS.2.8.c Critique government policies and regulations
in areas of market failure.

SS HS.2.9 Examine the government’s
influence on economic systems through fiscal
policy.

SS HS.2.9.a Explore various forms of taxation including
income, sales, and capital gains and examine how
governments can use taxing and spending policies to
influence behavior.
SS HS.2.9.b Examine the impact of fiscal policy on budget
deficits/surpluses and national debt.

Schedule
½ day — Introducing the Chapter
½ day — Lesson 1
½ day — Lesson 2
½ day — Lesson 3
½ day — Lesson 4
1 day — Lesson 5
½ day — Chapter Wrap-Up and Assessment
4 Days — Total

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 23

Making Foreign and Defense Policy

American Government

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.

●
●

The president exercises considerable power in making foreign and defense policy.
Interest groups and public opinion can have a large role in shaping public policy.

Vocabulary: foreign policy, national security, isolationism, containment, terrorism, bilateral
agreement, multilateral agreement, sanction, alliance, regional security pact, collective security,
bilateral treaty, blockade, ambassador, treaty, executive agreement, embassy, consulate, passport,
conscription
Essential Question(s)
● How is foreign policy made and implemented?
● How does U.S. foreign policy affect other countries and regions?
● How is foreign policy affected by the separation of powers?
Students Will Be Able To:
  sequence information about the transition of U.S. foreign policy from isolationism to
internationalism by recording events in the correct order.
 identify the basic goals of U.S. foreign policy.
 paraphrase the arguments for and against the strategy of preemption.
 differentiate between isolationism and internationalism.
 explain how the U.S. government uses economic and humanitarian aid as foreign policy tools.
 identify possible advantages and disadvantages of joining a mutual defense alliance.
 list the ways Congress can influence foreign policy.
 name the three most important cabinet positions in the Department of State and the Department
of Defense.
 explain how the treaties with foreign governments are negotiated, signed, and ratified.
 describe how the responsibilities of the Foreign Service have extended beyond “traditional
diplomacy” since September 11, 2001.
 name the government body that has the authority to determine how each branch of the armed
forces is organized and governed.
 differentiate between embassies and consulates.

Formative Assessment
● Government in Action Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity

Nebraska State Standards
Standards

Supporting Indicators

SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government
as well as local, state, and international
governments.

SS HS.1.1.f Analyze the foundation, structures, and
functions of supranational organizations.

HS.4.1 (WLD) Analyze and evaluate patterns
of continuity and change over time in world
history.

SS HS.4.1.a (WLD) Evaluate the cause and effect of
historical events in the world.

SS HS.1.1.h Analyze United States foreign policy issues.

Schedule
½ day — Introducing the Chapter
1 day — Lesson 1
½ day — Lesson 2
½ day — Lesson 3
½ day — Lesson 4
½ day — Chapter Wrap-Up and Assessment
3½ Days — Total

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 24

Comparing Political and Economic Systems

American Government

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
Governments are formed to maintain order and regulate activities in a geographic area.
Governments have different levels of involvement in the economy depending on the type of
economic system that is in place.
● International relations and the global economy have become increasingly complex and
interdependent.
●
●

Vocabulary: parliamentary, government, prime minister, presidential government,
intergovernmental organization (IGO), nongovernmental organization (NGO), communism,
capitalism socialism, entrepreneur, profit, patent, mixed economy, tariff, quota, trading bloc,
developing nation
Essential Question(s)
● What are the advantages and disadvantages of different types of political systems?
● What is the role of government in different economic systems?
● How do nations and citizens interact in the global political and economic arenas?
Students Will Be Able To:
  differentiate presidential and parliamentary systems of democracy.
 identify characteristics of the major forms of government followed in the world today.
 differentiate between the two main types of international organizations.
 summarize the goals and characteristics of several major IGOs and NGOs.
 explain how NGOs help millions of people around the world.
 state the purposes economic systems serve.
 summarize the capitalist economic systems of three different countries.
 identify the socialist attitude toward wealth.
 define classless society using prior knowledge and context clues.
 compare and contrast communism and socialism.
 list ways governments exercise control over international trade.
 understand the purpose of and barriers to global trade.
 identify the largest global trade organizations and trade agreements.
 discuss the arguments for and against free trade.

 define the term Global South.
Formative Assessment
● Government in Action Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity

Nebraska State Standards
Standards

Supporting Indicators

SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government
as well as local, state, and international
governments.

SS HS.1.1.f Analyze the foundation, structures, and
functions of supranational organizations.

HS.2.5 Explain the role of markets in
determining prices and allocating scarce goods
and services.

SS HS.2.5.a Summarize the role of competition, markets,
and prices.

SS HS.1.1.h Analyze United States foreign policy issues.

SS HS.2.5.b Illustrate how markets determine changing
equilibrium prices through supply and demand analysis.
SS HS.2.5.c Hypothesize how competition between
sellers could result in lower prices, higher quality products,
and better customer service.
SS HS.2.5.d Investigate possible causes and
consequences of shortages and surpluses.

SS HS.2.6 Explain how economic institutions
impact different individuals and various groups.

SS HS.2.6.a Explain how various economic institutions
have played a role in United States economic policy and
practice.
SS HS.2.6.b Calculate and describe the impact of
economic indicators.

SS HS.2.10 Investigate how international trade
affects individuals, organizations, the domestic
economy, and other nations.

SS HS.2.6.c Describe the functions and role of the
Federal Reserve System and its influence through
monetary policy.
SS HS.2.10.a Explore comparative advantage among
different countries.
SS HS.2.10.b Analyze the impact on prices and quantities
of various trade policies, both domestically and
internationally.

Schedule

½ day — Introducing the Chapter
1 day — Lesson 1
½ day — Lesson 2
½ day — Lesson 3
½ day — Lesson 4
½ day — Chapter Wrap-Up and Assessment
3½ Days — Total

