NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter

Criminal Justice

Unit Overview
In this chapter, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
This chapter
Vocabulary:

Essential Question(s)
●

Students Will Be Able To:


Formative Assessment
● Contemporary Issues in Law Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity
● Class Discussions and Activities

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government
as well as local, state, and international
governments.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.1.2 Demonstrate meaningful civic participation by
analyzing local, state, national, or international issues and
policies.
SS HS.1.1.b Evaluate the structure of American
constitutional government.
SS HS.1.1.c Analyze the functions of United States
government and its outcomes.
SS HS.1.1.d Analyze the foundation, structures, and
functions of local government and its outcomes.
SS HS.1.1.e Analyze the foundation, structures, and
functions of state government and its outcomes.
SS HS.1.1.f Analyze the foundation, structures, and
functions of supranational organizations.

SS HS.1.1.g Analyze the roles that political parties have
played in the United States.
SS HS.1.1.h Analyze United States foreign policy issues.

SS HS.1.2 Demonstrate meaningful civic
participation by analyzing local, state, national,
or international issues and policies.

SS HS.1.2.a Investigate how individuals and groups can
effectively use the structure and functions of various levels
of government to shape policy.
SS HS.1.2.b Analyze and communicate the significance
and impacts of patriotic symbols, songs, holidays, and
activities in terms of historical, social, and cultural
contexts.
SS HS.1.2.c Engage and reflect on participation in civic
activities.
SS HS.1.2.d Investigate an issue and communicate which
level of government is most appropriate to utilize in
addressing the issue.
SS HS.1.2.e Demonstrate how individuals, groups, and
the media check governmental practices.
SS HS.1.2.f Analyze various media sources for accuracy
and perspective.

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 1

What is a Law?

Criminal Justice

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● Provides the definition of law and discuss the kinds of laws that exist.
● How law is related to values, human rights, and responsibilities within the framework of the
U.S. Constitution.
Vocabulary: human rights, reservations, criminal law, felonies, misdemeanors, civil laws, civil
action, defendant, plaintiff, prosecutor, beyond a reasonable doubt, preponderance of the evidence,
limited government, separation of powers, statues, checks and balances. Veto, judicial review,
unconstitutional, federalism, Bill of Rights,
Essential Question(s)
● What is law?

Students Will Be Able To:
1.
2.
3.
4.

define the term law;
explain several reasons for having laws;
explain why the rule of law is important in a democratic society; and
list a number of laws that affect daily life in our society.

Formative Assessment
● Introduction to Law and the Legal System
Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity
● Class Discussions

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government
as well as local, state, and international
governments.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.1.2 Demonstrate meaningful civic participation by
analyzing local, state, national, or international issues and
policies.
SS HS.1.1.b Evaluate the structure of American
constitutional government.
SS HS.1.1.c Analyze the functions of United States
government and its outcomes.
SS HS.1.1.f Analyze the foundation, structures, and
functions of supranational organizations.
SS HS.1.1.h Analyze United States foreign policy issues.

SS HS.1.2 Demonstrate meaningful civic
participation by analyzing local, state, national,
or international issues and policies.

SS HS.1.2.a Investigate how individuals and groups can
effectively use the structure and functions of various levels
of government to shape policy.

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 2

Legislature

Criminal Justice

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● Illustrates how laws are made by U.S. legislatures and regulatory agencies and by appellate
courts that establish precedents.
Vocabulary: statutes, ordinances, supremacy clause, legislative intent, public hearings, trials,
courts, appeals, precedent, treaty, extradition,
Essential Question(s)
● How are laws made?

Students Will Be Able To:
1. describe the role of the legislative branch of government;
2. distinguish among the types of laws typically made at local, state, and federal levels of
government;
3. define the terms ordinance, supremacy clause, statute, bill, and legislative intent;
4. identify and explain the supremacy clause of the Constitution;
5. identify two rules that judges follow when determining legislative intent (what a statute
means);
6. interpret a law using the concept of legislative intent; and
7. draft an ordinance by applying the suggested guidelines for drafting laws.
8. describe how agencies are involved in the lawmaking process;
9. name several federal administrative agencies and describe their work;
10. define the terms regulation and public hearing;
11. give examples that illustrate how regulations have the force of law; and
12. explain why administrative agencies may be viewed as “hidden lawmakers.”
13. define the terms trial, appeal, appellate court, and precedent; and
14. explain how the decisions of appellate courts can have the force of laws
15. define the terms treaty and extradition;
16. list examples of the types of activities typically regulated by treaties;
17. describe who in the United States must sign and ratify a treaty before it becomes law; and
18. explain the role of the international courts of the United Nations.
Formative Assessment
● Introduction to Law and the Legal System
Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity
● Discussions

Nebraska State Standards
Standards

Supporting Indicators

SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government
as well as local, state, and international
governments.

SS HS.1.2 Demonstrate meaningful civic participation by
analyzing local, state, national, or international issues and
policies.
SS HS.1.1.b Evaluate the structure of American
constitutional government.
SS HS.1.1.c Analyze the functions of United States
government and its outcomes.
SS HS.1.1.d Analyze the foundation, structures, and
functions of local government and its outcomes.
SS HS.1.1.e Analyze the foundation, structures, and
functions of state government and its outcomes.

SS HS.1.2 Demonstrate meaningful civic
participation by analyzing local, state, national,
or international issues and policies.

SS HS.1.2.a Investigate how individuals and groups can
effectively use the structure and functions of various levels
of government to shape policy.
SS HS.1.2.d Investigate an issue and communicate which
level of government is most appropriate to utilize in
addressing the issue.

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 3

Advocacy

Criminal Justice

Unit Overview
In this chapter, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● explores the roles of citizens in influencing the formation of laws.
● discusses advocacy and will teach students how to develop and implement plans for taking
action to solve problems in their community, state, and country.
Vocabulary: lobbying, grassroots lobbyist, initiative, referendum, recall, compulsory voting

Essential Question(s)
● What roles can you play in influencing lawmakers?

Students Will Be Able To:
1. describe the role of citizens in making laws;
2. define the term advocacy; and
3. given specific public policy issues, identify groups of people who advocate for or against
those policy proposals.
4. define the terms lobbying and grassroots lobbyist;
5. describe the various methods that lobbyists use as they attempt to influence legislation;
6. write or e-mail an effective letter to a public official; and
7. evaluate the impact of lobbying and campaign contributions on lawmaking.
8. define the terms initiative, referendum, and recall and explain their purpose;
9. describe the basic qualifications needed to vote;
10. identify at least three places where a person can get a voter registration form;
11. identify constitutional amendments and laws that made it possible for African Americans,
women, Native Americans, and others to vote;
12. develop hypotheses to explain low voter turnout; and
13. evaluate the importance of voting and voter turnout in maintaining our system of
representative democracy.
14. name at least two reasons why some people want to reform the campaign finance system;
15. describe the connection between campaign contributions and free speech protections
guaranteed by the First Amendment;
16. explain how recent campaign finance laws have changed the campaign finance system;
17. describe the role of the Federal Election Commission; and
18. summarize the Supreme Court decision in the cases of Buckley v. Valeo and Citizens United
v. FEC.
Formative Assessment
● Introduction to Law and the Legal System
Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity

● Class Discussions

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government
as well as local, state, and international
governments.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.1.2 Demonstrate meaningful civic participation by
analyzing local, state, national, or international issues and
policies.
SS HS.1.1.b Evaluate the structure of American
constitutional government.
SS HS.1.1.c Analyze the functions of United States
government and its outcomes.
SS HS.1.1.d Analyze the foundation, structures, and
functions of local government and its outcomes.
SS HS.1.1.e Analyze the foundation, structures, and
functions of state government and its outcomes.

SS HS.1.2 Demonstrate meaningful civic
participation by analyzing local, state, national,
or international issues and policies.

SS HS.1.2.a Investigate how individuals and groups can
effectively use the structure and functions of various levels
of government to shape policy.
SS HS.1.2.c Engage and reflect on participation in civic
activities.
SS HS.1.2.d Investigate an issue and communicate which
level of government is most appropriate to utilize in
addressing the issue.
SS HS.1.2.e Demonstrate how individuals, groups, and
the media check governmental practices.

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 4

Settling Disputes

Criminal Justice

Unit Overview
In this chapter, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● focuses on settling disputes outside of court through negotiation, mediation, and arbitration.
● students will learn how to make smart decisions when they encounter conflict.
Vocabulary: negotiations, settlement, arbitration, mediation, ombudspersons

Essential Question(s)
● How can disputes be settled?

1.
2.
3.
4.

Students Will Be Able To:
list, describe, and distinguish among the three most common methods for settling disputes
out of court;
define the terms negotiation, settlement, arbitration, mediation, and ombudsperson;
analyze disputes in order to determine which method the parties should use to resolve a
conflict; and
identify different steps to take to resolve a dispute through negotiation and through
mediation.

Formative Assessment
● Introduction to Law and the Legal System
Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity
● Class Discussions and Activities

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government
as well as local, state, and international
governments.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.1.2 Demonstrate meaningful civic participation by
analyzing local, state, national, or international issues and
policies.
SS HS.1.1.d Analyze the foundation, structures, and
functions of local government and its outcomes.
SS HS.1.1.e Analyze the foundation, structures, and
functions of state government and its outcomes.

SS HS.1.2 Demonstrate meaningful civic
participation by analyzing local, state, national,
or international issues and policies.

SS HS.1.2.c Engage and reflect on participation in civic
activities.
SS HS.1.2.d Investigate an issue and communicate which
level of government is most appropriate to utilize in
addressing the issue.

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 5

The Court System

Criminal Justice

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● introduces international courts and the parallel systems of federal and state courts in the
United States.
● students will learn about trial courts, appeals courts, military courts and tribal courts, as well
as the power of the Supreme Court within the U.S. system of justice.
Vocabulary: trial courts, plaintiff, prosecutor, defendant, parties, adversarial systems, inquisitional
system, plea bargain, voir dire, removal for cause, peremptory challenges, appeals court, error of
law, precedent, dissenting opinion, concurring opinion, probate
Essential Question(s)
● How is our legal system organized?

Students Will Be Able To:
1. define the terms trial court, parties, plaintiff, prosecutor, defendant, adversarial system,
inquisitional system, plea bargain, stare decisis, voir dire, removal for cause, and peremptory
challenge;
2. state one argument in favor of and one argument against the adversarial system; and
3. describe the roles of judges, juries, defense attorneys, prosecutors, and plaintiffs in a trial.
4. define the terms appeals court, error of law, precedent, dissenting opinion, and concurring
opinion;
5. describe conditions under which a case can be appealed to higher courts; and
6. distinguish among and explain the functions of majority, concurring, and dissenting opinions.
7. define the term probate;
8. list various types of courts and explain the types of cases they deal with; and
9. classify cases according to jurisdiction of specific courts.
10. define the terms inherent powers and delegated powers in the context of tribal courts and
give examples of each; and
11. explain which court(s) have jurisdiction over criminal and civil matters that take place on
reservations.
12. name the set of laws that are unique to the military;
13. describe the purposes of military courts and tribunals; and
14. identify which branch of government has the authority to write the Uniform Code of Military
Justice.
15. describe the benefits of having the courts follow precedent and adhere to stare decisis;
16. describe the process for appealing cases to the Supreme Court;
17. define the term position for certioari; and
18. explain the types of cases which are likely to be granted certiorari by the Supreme Court.
19. describe the types of cases that might be brought to the International Court of Justice and
the International Criminal Court; and
20. debate the reasons the United States should sign or refuse to sign the treaty supporting the
International Criminal Court.

Formative Assessment
● Introduction to Law and the Legal System
Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity
● Class Discussions and Activities

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government
as well as local, state, and international
governments.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.1.2 Demonstrate meaningful civic participation by
analyzing local, state, national, or international issues and
policies.
SS HS.1.1.b Evaluate the structure of American
constitutional government.
SS HS.1.1.c Analyze the functions of United States
government and its outcomes.
SS HS.1.1.d Analyze the foundation, structures, and
functions of local government and its outcomes.
SS HS.1.1.e Analyze the foundation, structures, and
functions of state government and its outcomes.

SS HS.1.2 Demonstrate meaningful civic
participation by analyzing local, state, national,
or international issues and policies.

SS HS.1.2.d Investigate an issue and communicate which
level of government is most appropriate to utilize in
addressing the issue.

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 6

Lawyers

Criminal Justice

Unit Overview
In this chapter, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● This chapter helps students determine when a lawyer is needed and how to find and work
with lawyers.
● The chapter also discusses the career path to becoming a lawyer.
Vocabulary: litigators, bar associations

Essential Question(s)
● How can you find and get help from a lawyer?

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Students Will Be Able To:
name at least five situations in which a person might wish to consult an attorney;
analyze a situation to determine whether or not a person involved should hire a lawyer; and
define the terms litigator and bar association.
assess the positive and negative effects of advertisements by lawyers;
evaluate whether or not advertising by lawyers is proper or improper in given case scenarios;
explain how to find and retain suitable legal counsel
Describe the path to becoming a lawyer in the United States
Explain the importance of state bar exams
Use resources such as the Law School Admission Council’s website to find more information
on applying to law school.

Formative Assessment
● Introduction to Law and the Legal System
Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity
● Class Discussions and Activities

Nebraska State Standards
Standards

Supporting Indicators

None
.

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 7

Crime in America

Criminal Justice

Unit Overview
In this chapter, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● The chapter provides an overview of crime in the United States, describing the nature and
causes of crime and looking at the relationships between gangs, guns, alcohol, drugs, and
crime.
Vocabulary: crime, incarceration, community policing, substance abuse, drunk driving, driving
while intoxicated, driving under the influence, implied consent, restitution,
Essential Question(s)
● What types of crimes occur in America?

Students Will Be Able To:
1. explain who determines what constitutes a crime and the goals for designating crimes;
2. debate the seriousness of various actions to determine what should be designated a crime;
3. interpret trends in the number of crimes reported, arrests made, and who are the victims of
crime in the United States;
4. compare various theories about the causes of crime;
5. evaluate methods of reducing crime; and
6. define the terms crime, incarceration, and community policing.
7. describe the concerns regarding campus safety;
8. explain how the use of drugs and alcohol is related to crimes on campus; and
9. identify the issues related to the adequacy of campus and local services that deal with
students.
10. explain where gangs operate in the United States and estimate how many gangs and gang
members exist in the United States;
11. describe common characteristics of gangs, including their illegal activities, initiation rituals,
and use of symbols;
12. list several reasons why people join gangs; and
13. identify successful strategies communities use to prevent gang membership and to reduce
the incidence of criminal gang activity.
14. explain the meaning of the Second Amendment to the U.S. Constitution;
15. describe how the U.S. Supreme Court has interpreted gun control laws in relation to the
Second Amendment; and
16. describe various state and federal laws that regulate firearms.
17. describe the relationship between alcohol and violent crimes;
18. describe the legal penalties and human costs of driving while under the influence of alcohol;
19. explain implied consent laws and the possible consequences of refusing to take an alcohol
test;
20. describe the purposes of drug courts;
21. weigh the merits of various approaches to the drug problem;
22. evaluate plans to legalize illicit drugs; and

23. define the terms substance abuse, drunk driving, driving while intoxicated, driving under the
influence, implied consent law, and recidivist.
24. describe demographic patterns and trends in crime victimization including age, race, gender,
and socioeconomic background;
25. describe methods used by victim assistance and advocacy groups to assist victims of crime;
26. explain the purpose of "Megan's Laws;" and
27. define the term restitution.
28. list ways of preventing crime;
29. weigh alternative responses of people who are about to become victims of crime;
30. state how to report a crime; and
31. define the terms complaint and testify.
Formative Assessment
● Criminal Law and Juvenile Justice Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity
● Class Discussions and Activities

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government
as well as local, state, and international
governments.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.1.2 Demonstrate meaningful civic participation by
analyzing local, state, national, or international issues and
policies.

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 8

Introduction to Criminal Law

Criminal Justice

Unit Overview
In this chapter, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
This Chapter introduces students to the study of criminal law. It also discusses categories of crimes
such as state and federal crimes, crimes of omission, preliminary crimes, misdemeanors, and
felonies.
Vocabulary: state of mind, mens rae, strict liability, statutory rape, felony, misdemeanor, principal,
accomplice, accessory before the fact, accessory after the fact, crime of omission, inchoate crimes,
solicitation, attempt, conspiracy, overt
Essential Question(s)
● What are the differences and causes of crime in the U.S.?

Students Will Be Able To:
1. name three elements of a guilty state of mind;
2. describe the difference between motive and state of mind;
3. identify an example of a strict liability offense
4. explain how a strict liability offense differs from other crimes; and
5. define the terms state of mind, mens rea, motive, strict liability, and statutory rape.
6. describe the elements of a crime and the requirements that prosecutors face in proving guilt;
7. explain how a single act can be tried in both a criminal court and a civil court; and
8. define the term elements.
9. identify two or three crimes typically prosecuted only in state courts;
10. identify two or three crimes prosecuted only in federal courts;
11. identify two or three crimes that may be prosecuted in either state or federal courts; and
12. define the terms felony and misdemeanor.
13. distinguish between a principal and an accomplice in a crime;
14. compare legal consequences for principals and accomplices;
15. distinguish between and give examples of an accessory before the fact and an accessory
after the fact;
16. identify the legal consequences for those convicted as accessories before or after the fact;
17. define the terms principal, accomplice, accessory before the fact, accessory after the fact,
and crime of omission; and
18. describe and give examples of crimes of omission.
19. explain the purpose or function of criminalizing certain behaviors that occur before a crime is
committed;
20. define the terms inchoate crime, solicitation, attempt, conspiracy, and overt, giving examples
of each;
21. describe the relationship between an overt act and a conviction for conspiracy; and
22. develop a hypothesis to explain why it is illegal to fail to inform authorities about illegal
activities.

Formative Assessment
● Criminal Law and Juvenile Justice Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity
● Class Discussions and Activities

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government
as well as local, state, and international
governments.

SS HS.1.2 Demonstrate meaningful civic
participation by analyzing local, state, national,
or international issues and policies.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.1.1.d Analyze the foundation, structures, and
functions of local government and its outcomes.
SS HS.1.1.e Analyze the foundation, structures, and
functions of state government and its outcomes.

SS HS.1.2.d Investigate an issue and communicate which
level of government is most appropriate to utilize in
addressing the issue.

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 9

Crimes Against the Person

Criminal Justice

Unit Overview
In this chapter, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● This chapter contains information on crimes against persons
Vocabulary: malice, first-degree murder, premeditated, felony murder, second-degree murder,
voluntary manslaughter, involuntary manslaughter, negligent homicide, negligence, suicide,
kidnapping, unlawful imprisonment, abduction, assault, battery, stalking, cyberstalking, bullying,
sexual assault, rape, statutory rape, criminal sexual assault, acquaintance rape, date rape
Essential Question(s)
● What types of crimes occur to people?

Students Will Be Able To:
1. differentiate between first-degree murder, felony murder, and second-degree murder;
2. differentiate between voluntary and involuntary manslaughter;
3. cite examples of negligent homicide;
4. list examples of noncriminal homicide; and
5. define the terms homicide, malice, first-degree murder, felony murder, second-degree
murder, voluntary manslaughter, involuntary manslaughter, negligent homicide, and
negligence.
6. describe the legal consequences for those who assist someone else in committing suicide;
7. identify statistics that underscore why teen suicide is of serious concern;
8. identify resources that are available to people who feel suicidal; and
9. define the term suicide.
10. define the terms kidnapping, unlawful imprisonment, and abduction; and
11. explain how the charges relating to kidnapping change if the abductor brings a person
across state lines.
12. describe the significance of actual injury in the crimes of assault and battery;
13. show how differing degrees of seriousness are reflected in legal classifications of types of
assault and battery; and
14. define the terms assault, battery, stalking, sexual assault, cyberstalking, and bullying.
15. distinguish between forcible rape and statutory rape;
16. explain the reason consent is not relevant in cases of statutory rape;
17. explain the purpose of rape shield laws;
18. describe proof that may be required for a rape conviction;
19. explain why victims of rape, including acquaintance rape and sexual assault, may be
hesitant to report the crime; and
20. define the terms rape, statutory rape, criminal sexual assault, acquaintance rape, and date
rape.
Formative Assessment

Summative Assessment

● Criminal Law and Juvenile Justice Test

● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity
● Class Discussions and Activities

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
None

Supporting Indicators

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 10

Crimes Against Property

Criminal Justice

Unit Overview
In this chapter, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
This chapter contains crimes against property, including computer crime.
Vocabulary: arson, vandalism, larceny, shoplifting, concealment, embezzlement, robbery,
extortion, burglary, forgery, uttering, receiving stolen property, unauthorized use of a vehicle,
carjacking, cybercrime
Essential Question(s)
● What types of crime occur against property?

Students Will Be Able To:
1. describe steps people can take to help reduce the incidence of property crimes;
2. define the term arson; and
3. identify two crimes related to arson.
4. define the terms vandalism, larceny, shoplifting, and concealment;
5. identify types and consequences of vandalism;
6. identify the synonym for vandalism;
7. identify two classes of larceny; and
8. describe the relationship between larceny and keeping lost or misdelivered property.
9. define and distinguish between the terms embezzlement and robbery;
10. list an example of embezzlement; and
11. identify two harms associated with robbery.
12. define the terms extortion, burglary, forgery, identity theft, and uttering;
13. identify the synonym for extortion;
14. list three threats that extortion laws generally cover;
15. identify examples of forgery and uttering; and
16. explain the potential impact of identity theft on a person and the steps one can take to
protect his or her identity.
17. define the terms receiving stolen property, unauthorized use of a vehicle, and carjacking;
18. distinguish between joyriding and larceny; and
19. describe the legal consequences of carjacking.
20. define cybercrime (also known as computer crime);
21. describe the criminal and commercial consequences of piracy;
22. state the requirements for public libraries and public schools under the provisions of the
Children's Internet Protection Act of 2000; and
23. describe steps teens (and others) can take to protect themselves from becoming the victims
of cybercrime.
Formative Assessment

Summative Assessment

● Criminal Law and Juvenile Justice Test

● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity
● Class Discussions and Activities

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
None

Supporting Indicators

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 11

Criminal Defenses

Criminal Justice

Unit Overview
In this chapter, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● This chapter describes the defenses available to people accused of a crime.
Vocabulary: alibi, DNA evidence, infancy, intoxication, insanity defense, entrapment, duress,
necessity
Essential Question(s)
● What defenses do defendants use?

Students Will Be Able To:
1. state what a prosecutor must prove for a conviction to occur in a criminal case; and
2. identify what a defendant is not required to do in a criminal case.
3. describe how a defendant may establish reasonable doubt that he or she did not commit a
crime; and
4. define the terms alibi and DNA evidence.
5. describe circumstances under which the law recognizes the right of a person to use
reasonable force in self-defense;
6. describe when the use of force in self-defense becomes unreasonable;
7. describe the extent to which force can be used in defense of one’s property; and
8. explain how some states’ Stand Your Ground laws vary from the typical standard for the use
of force in defense of property.
9. describe how the defense of infancy can be applied;
10. distinguish between circumstances that make intoxication a valid defense and those that
make it an invalid defense;
11. identify the basic idea behind the insanity defense;
12. differentiate between when the insanity defense does and does not apply;
13. state the three distinct times the question of the sanity of a defendant is relevant for criminal
convictions;
14. explain how a defendant’s lawyer may attempt to prove his or her client’s insanity, and
explain who makes the determination whether a defendant is insane or was insane at the
time of the crime;
15. contrast circumstances that are and are not considered entrapment;
16. explain when duress and necessity are not allowable defenses; and
17. define the terms infancy, intoxication, insanity, entrapment, duress, and necessity.
Formative Assessment
● Criminal Law and Juvenile Justice Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity

● Class Discussions and Activities

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
None

Supporting Indicators

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 12

Criminal Justice Process: The Investigative Phase

Criminal Justice

Unit Overview
In this chapter, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● This chapter deals with the investigative phase of the criminal justice process.
Vocabulary: arrest, arrest warrant, probable cause, drug courier profile, corroborate, reasonable
suspicion, stop and frisk, exclusionary rule, search warrant, bona fide, affidavit, contraband, racial
profiling, interrogate, self-incrimination, Miranda warning, custodial interrogation
Essential Question(s)
● How do police conduct criminal and non-criminal investigations?

Students Will Be Able To:
1. identify when an arrest takes place;
2. describe the Fourth Amendment rights a person has during an arrest;
3. identify steps on a diagram of the criminal justice process;
4. describe what an arrest warrant must contain and how it is obtained;
5. list factors that show probable cause;
6. explain the debate over the use of drug courier profiles in light of the requirement of
“individualized suspicion”;
7. know the powers of the police and the rights of the individual when police stop and question
those suspected of a crime;
8. describe guidelines concerning the amount of force officers may use;
9. describe what a person should and should not do if arrested; and
10. define the terms arrest, arrest warrant, probable cause, drug courier profile, corroborate,
reasonable suspicion, and stop and frisk.
11. state how the Fourth Amendment limits the power of the government;
12. explain how the exclusionary rule protects individuals against the unreasonable use of police
power;
13. describe how a search warrant is obtained and what it must specify;
14. describe the notion of “reasonable expectation of privacy”;
15. list and describe situations when searches are considered reasonable and may be
conducted without a warrant;
16. evaluate situations to determine whether police violated the Fourth Amendment and whether
evidence would be admissible;
17. describe the New Jersey v. TLO decision and other U.S. Supreme Court decisions related to
students’ Fourth Amendment rights and drug testing;
18. compare the role of internal affairs units, civilian complaint review boards, police
commissions, special prosecutors, and offices of professional accountability in handling
complaints of police misconduct;
19. evaluate various policy solutions to the problem of racial profiling; and
20. define the terms exclusionary rule, search warrant, bona fide, affidavit, contraband, and
racial profiling.

21. identify rights of an individual being interrogated that are stated in the Fifth and Sixth
Amendments to the Constitution;
22. explain the legal principle upon which the protection against self-incrimination is based;
23. state when a confession is not admissible;
24. identify police conduct that would render a confession inadmissible;
25. describe how the Miranda and Escobedo cases clarified terms of a defendant’s right to
counsel; and
26. define the terms interrogate, self-incrimination, and custodial interrogation.
Formative Assessment
● Criminal Law and Juvenile Justice Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity
● Class Discussions and Activities

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government
as well as local, state, and international
governments.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.1.2 Demonstrate meaningful civic participation by
analyzing local, state, national, or international issues and
policies.
SS HS.1.1.c Analyze the functions of United States
government and its outcomes.
SS HS.1.1.d Analyze the foundation, structures, and
functions of local government and its outcomes.
SS HS.1.1.e Analyze the foundation, structures, and
functions of state government and its outcomes.

SS HS.1.2 Demonstrate meaningful civic
participation by analyzing local, state, national,
or international issues and policies.

SS HS.1.2.a Investigate how individuals and groups can
effectively use the structure and functions of various levels
of government to shape policy.
SS HS.1.2.d Investigate an issue and communicate which
level of government is most appropriate to utilize in
addressing the issue.

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 13

The Criminal Justice Process: Proceedings Before
Trial

Criminal Justice

Unit Overview
In this chapter, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
The chapter deals with the pretrial activities in the criminal justice process.
Vocabulary: booking, arraignment, personal recognizance, information, preliminary hearing, grand
jury, indictment, nolo contendere, pretrial motion, exclusionary rule, judicial integrity, deterrence,
plea bargaining
Essential Question(s)
● What are the criminal justice proceedings before a trial?

Students Will Be Able To:
1. identify two circumstances during preliminary proceedings that may result in no trial;
2. list steps involved in booking a person;
3. identify four things that may occur at an initial appearance in court;
4. identify the most important part of the initial appearance; and
5. define the terms booking and arraignment.
6. identify the purpose of bail;
7. describe cases in which bail may not be granted;
8. describe the process of posting bail;
9. state the relationship between bail and the Eighth Amendment;
10. describe circumstances in which the accused may be released on personal recognizance;
11. list additional methods courts use to ensure that a defendant returns for trial;
12. weigh the merits of arguments for and against pretrial release; and
13. define the terms bail and personal recognizance.
14. identify the purpose of a prosecutor’s information;
15. define the term information as it applies in this context;
16. identify the purpose of the preliminary hearing;
17. state three rights defendants in most states have in a preliminary hearing; and
18. define the term preliminary hearing.
19. explain the purpose of a grand jury;
20. state how the rights of individuals may be protected by the grand jury system in the United
States;
21. describe the roles (if any) of the prosecutor, defendant, defense attorney, judges, and
witnesses in a grand jury proceeding; and
22. define the terms grand jury and indictment.
23. describe the steps in criminal procedure that follow a guilty plea;
24. describe the steps in criminal procedure that follow a not-guilty plea;
25. describe the benefit of pleading nolo contendere; and
26. define the term nolo contendere.
27. describe the general purposes of pretrial motions the defense may file;
28. explain the purpose of the exclusionary rule;

29. state the relationship between the Fourth Amendment and the exclusionary rule;
30. describe how Mapp v. Ohio affected the rights of the accused in cases at the state level;
31. weigh the merits of arguments for and against the exclusionary rule and judicial integrity and
deterrence;
32. describe the relationships between the exclusionary rule, judicial integrity, and deterrence;
33. identify the “good faith” exception to the exclusionary rule and the reason for its existence;
and
34. define the terms pretrial motion, exclusionary rule, judicial integrity, and deterrence..
35. explain why most defendants who are convicted never go to trial;
36. describe concessions typically granted to a defendant in exchange for a guilty plea;
37. evaluate arguments for and against the use of plea bargaining; and
38. define the term plea bargaining.
Formative Assessment
● Criminal Law and Juvenile Justice Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity
● Class Discussions and Activities

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government
as well as local, state, and international
governments.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.1.1.b Evaluate the structure of American
constitutional government.

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 14

The Criminal Justice Process: The Trial

Criminal Justice

Unit Overview
In this chapter, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● The chapter deals with the criminal trial in the criminal justice process.
Vocabulary: due process, waive, voir dire, for-cause challenging, peremptory challenges,
subpoena, contempt of court, immunity, indigent, double jeopardy, mistrial, petitioner, appellant,
respondent, writ, habeas corpus
Essential Question(s)
● How does an accused person get a fair trial?

Students Will Be Able To:
1. summarize the rights to which people accused of crimes are entitled;
2. state how the Sixth Amendment protects people accused of crimes;
3. identify circumstances in which a jury trial is not required;
4. state how the U.S. Supreme Court has ruled when attorneys attempted to exclude jurors
because of their race;
5. develop a hypothesis to explain the phenomenon of jury nullification; and
6. define the terms due process, waive, voir dire, for cause challenge, peremptory challenges,
and jury nullification.
7. state how the rights of people accused of crimes are protected by the Sixth Amendment
requirement for a speedy trial; and
8. identify how a person who is denied a speedy trial might be harmed.
9. explain why being able to subpoena witnesses is important to people accused of crimes;
10. state how courts may modify the right to confrontation for child witnesses; and
11. define the terms subpoena and contempt of court.
12. explain the meaning and importance of freedom from self-incrimination;
13. explain how immunity laws protect witnesses, what witnesses must do, and the
circumstances in which prosecutors may use immunity; and
14. define the term immunity.
15. describe the meaning and importance of the right to counsel;
16. summarize how Supreme Court rulings on the Sixth Amendment right to counsel have
evolved since 1937;
17. state why a trial might not be fair if a defendant had no attorney; and
18. explain concerns over the fairness of the public defender system.
19. identify the options defendants have if they think they have been wrongly convicted;
20. explain various reasons a defendant who is appealing a conviction or sentence may wish to
hire a new lawyer;
21. describe what an appellant or petitioner must convince the appeals court of; and
22. define the terms double jeopardy, mistrial, petitioner, appellant, writ, and habeas corpus.

Formative Assessment
● Criminal Law and Juvenile Justice Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity
● Class Discussions and Activities

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government
as well as local, state, and international
governments.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.1.2 Demonstrate meaningful civic participation by
analyzing local, state, national, or international issues and
policies.

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 15

The Criminal Justice Process: Sentencing and
Corrections

Criminal Justice

Unit Overview
In this chapter, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● The chapter deals with the sentencing phase in the criminal justice process.
Vocabulary: suspended sentence, probation, home confinement, fine, restitution, work release,
death penalty, presentence report, retribution, deterrence, rehabilitation, incapacitation, parole,
pardon, commutes, capital punishment, aggravating circumstances, mitigating circumstances,
reentry
Essential Question(s)
● What sentencing options do people found guilty of crimes get?

Students Will Be Able To:
1. list and explain eight sentencing options judges may exercise;
2. describe factors that affect sentencing decisions;
3. evaluate criticisms of using judicial discretion in determining sentences;
4. summarize the arguments in support of and in opposition to Three Strikes Laws; and
5. define the terms suspended sentence, probation, home confinement, fine, restitution, work
release, imprisonment, and presentence report.
6. describe four theories regarding the purposes of punishment and the assumptions on which
each theory is based;
7. list and evaluate the factors that determine whether or not parole will be granted to a
convicted person; and
8. define the terms retribution, deterrence, rehabilitation, incapacitation, and parole.
9. summarize how views on capital punishment have evolved throughout American history;
10. state how U.S. Supreme Court rulings have influenced the imposition of the death penalty;
11. describe how due process applies to persons sentenced to death;
12. evaluate the merits of using the death penalty for defendants who are minors or who had an
intellectual disability at the time of their alleged crime;
13. weigh arguments for and against the use of the death penalty; and
14. define the terms capital punishment, aggravating circumstances, and mitigating
circumstances.
15. distinguish between jail and prison;
16. contrast life behind bars with life in open society;
17. describe how views of prisoners’ rights have evolved;
18. identify the benefits of and reasons for an increase in prison population since the 1990s;
19. identify problems caused by the increased prison population and costs associated with it;
and
20. explain how reentry programs work to reduce recidivism.

Formative Assessment
● Criminal Law and Juvenile Justice Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity
● Class Discussions and Activities

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government
as well as local, state, and international
governments.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.1.1.b Evaluate the structure of American
constitutional government.

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 16

Juvenile Justice

Criminal Justice

Unit Overview
In this chapter, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● This chapter looks at the operation of the juvenile justice system and the special challenges
it faces in dealing with young people who commit serious and violent crimes. The chapter
also describes each step in the process as offenders move through juvenile court.
Vocabulary: parens patriae, delinquent offenders, status offenders, neglected children, abused
children, juvenile waiver, statutory exclusions, direct file, intake, youth court, restorative justice,
initial hearing, prevention detention, adjudicatory hearing, disposition, aftercare, expunged
Essential Question(s)
● What are the expectations of a minor in the criminal justice system?

Students Will Be Able To:
1. describe how the treatment of juveniles involved with the law has evolved during American
history;
2. explain how the philosophy of parens patriae influences the way juveniles are treated in
juvenile courts;
3. list and describe three groups of juveniles involved in juvenile courts;
4. describe steps taken to protect children who are found to be abused or neglected; and
5. define the terms parens patriae, delinquent offender, status offender, neglected children, and
abused children.
6. identify the types of charges that fall within the category of status offenses;
7. describe the national network established to help runaways; and
8. evaluate arguments for and against teen curfews.
9. list rights to which juveniles are entitled as established by the Gault, Winship, and McKeiver
cases;
10. compare and contrast rights to which adults and juveniles accused of crimes are entitled,
including the right to appeal;
11. describe how “get tough” attitudes have influenced handling of juveniles accused of crimes;
12. given hypothetical cases, evaluate whether cases involving juveniles should be tried in
juvenile or adult courts;
13. describe the types and purposes of diversion programs for youthful offenders;
14. explain the philosophy of restorative justice;
15. describe various dispositions juvenile offenders may receive;
16. describe how having a juvenile record can affect an individual after reaching adulthood and
the steps to take to get a juvenile record expunged; and
17. define the terms transfer (or waiver) hearing, age of majority, intake, initial hearing,
preventive detention, adjudicatory hearing, disposition, and aftercare.

Formative Assessment
● Criminal Law and Juvenile Justice Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity
● Class Discussions and Activities

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
None

Supporting Indicators

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 17

Torts: A Civil Wrong

Criminal Justice

Unit Overview
In this chapter, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● This chapter defines tort law and identifies the parties in a civil lawsuit. It also helps students apply
basic concepts such as liability, settlement, and damages.
Vocabulary: tort, plaintiff, judgement, defendant, damages, liable, remedy, liability, settlement, common
law, precedents, statutes, intentional wrong, negligence, strict liability, civil law, standard of proof,
preponderance of the evidence, deep pockets, minor, immune, waive, class action, contingency fee, liability
insurance, contract, premiums, malpractice, medical coverage, collision coverage, deductible, comprehensive
coverage, uninsured motorist coverage, underinsured motorist coverage, exclusive remedy
Essential Question(s)
● What is tort law?

Students Will Be Able To:
1. define the terms tort, plaintiff, judgment, defendant, damages, liable, remedy, liability, and settlement;
2. identify the parties involved in tort action case scenarios;
3. explain the concept and purpose of tort law and liability;
4. analyze a series of situations in order to determine whether the actions of the persons involved are
reasonable or unreasonable; and
5. describe the general ways in which tort actions are resolved.
6. define the terms common law and statutes; and
7. explain how tort law attempts to strike a balance between preserving individual choice, determining
the usefulness of a product, and protecting people from harm.
8. define the terms intentional wrong, negligence, and strict liability;
9. distinguish among the three main categories of torts: intentional wrongs, acts of negligence, and
activities for which strict liability is imposed; and
10. given a case scenario, identify the type of tort, if any, that occurred.
11. define the terms civil law, standard of proof, preponderance of the evidence, minor, immune, waive,
class action, and contingency fee;
12. distinguish between who brings a civil (tort) suit and who files criminal charges;
13. explain the differences between the standard of proof used to determine guilt in a criminal prosecution
and the standard used to determine liability in a tort suit;
14. describe who can be sued and explain the term deep pockets;
15. determine which groups of people have protection (immunity) from certain types of tort suits; and
16. describe class action suits.
17. define the terms liability insurance, contract, premiums, malpractice, medical coverage, collision
coverage, deductible, comprehensive coverage, uninsured motorist coverage, no-fault insurance, and
exclusive remedy;
18. explain the purpose of liability insurance and its role in American society;
19. describe why doctors and other professionals purchase malpractice insurance and why the premiums
can be so costly;
20. identify different types of auto insurance and discuss the types of accidents that are covered by each;

21. describe how the workers’ compensation system operates; and
22. analyze the advantages and disadvantages of the workers’ compensation system.
Formative Assessment
● Torts (Civil Law) Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity
● Class Discussions and Activities

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government
as well as local, state, and international
governments.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.1.1.b Evaluate the structure of American
constitutional government.

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 18

Intentional Torts

Criminal Justice

Unit Overview
In this chapter, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● This chapter defines the two general types of intentional torts—actions taken to deliberately
harm another person and actions taken to harm property. The chapter also discusses how
the judicial system treats intentional torts. Defenses to intentional torts are described.
Vocabulary: intentionally, intentional torts, compensatory damages, nominal damages, punitive
damages, battery, assault, intentional infliction of emotional distress, false imprisonment, slander,
defamation, libel, real property, personal property, trespass, nuisance, injunction, conversion,
consent, privilege, self-defense, defense of property
Essential Question(s)
● What types of torts are considered intentional torts?

Students Will Be Able To:
1. identify the two different classes of intentional torts; and
2. define the terms intentionally, intentional tort, compensatory damages, nominal damages,
and punitive damages.
3. distinguish between battery and assault;
4. given case scenarios, determine whether or not the tort of assault and/or battery occurred;
5. define the tort of emotional distress and, given case scenarios, determine whether or not this
tort occurred;
6. define the tort of false imprisonment and, given case scenarios, determine whether or not
this tort occurred;
7. define the two types of defamation and describe appropriate defenses for them; and
8. define battery, assault, infliction of emotional distress, false imprisonment, defamation,
slander, and libel.
9. explain how tort law can protect property owners from people who trespass or create a
nuisance;
10. evaluate claims to determine whether the defendant unreasonably interfered with another
person’s property;
11. explain the types of remedies available to victims of torts that harm property; and
12. define the terms real property, personal property, trespass, nuisance, injunction, and
conversion.
13. define consent, privilege, self-defense, and defense of property;
14. analyze the amount of force that may be used to protect property and/or protect an
individual;
15. explain the “Castle Doctrine”; and
16. explain how people can apply the defenses of consent, privilege, and defense of self and
property to defend against intentional tort claims.
Formative Assessment

Summative Assessment

● Torts (Civil Law) Test

● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity
● Class Discussions and Activities

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government
as well as local, state, and international
governments.

Supporting Indicators
. SS HS.1.1.b Evaluate the structure of American
constitutional government.

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 19

Negligence

Criminal Justice

Unit Overview
In this chapter, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● This chapter explains the concept of negligence. The chapter then explores the legal
elements of negligence: duty, breach of duty, causation, and damages. The defenses a
person charged with negligence might use are also outlined.
Vocabulary: negligence, elements, duty, breaches, attractive nuisance, causation, cause in fact,
proximate cause, damages, contributory negligence, comparative negligence, counterclaim,
assumption of risk
Essential Question(s)
● What is negligence?

Students Will Be Able To:
1. list the four elements that must be proven by a plaintiff in a negligence claim; and
2. define the terms negligence and elements.
3. define the terms duty, breach, and attractive nuisance;
4. identify the duty of care in a given situation;
5. identify breach of duty in a given situation;
6. explain the reasonable person standard and its special applications for minors and for
professional experts; and
7. apply the reasonable person standard to sample cases.
8. define the terms causation, cause in fact, proximate cause, and foreseeable harm;
9. differentiate between cause in fact and proximate cause; and
10. analyze a situation in order to determine whether or not a given harm was foreseeable.
11. define the term damages;
12. identify the basic idea behind damages; and
13. cite examples of the types of losses plaintiffs can recover in court.
14. list and describe the most common defenses in negligence suits;
15. analyze negligence scenarios to determine whether or not a good defense exists; and
16. define the terms contributory negligence, comparative negligence, counterclaim, and
assumption of risk.
Formative Assessment
● Torts (Civil Law) Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity
● Class Discussions and Activities

Nebraska State Standards

Standards
None

Supporting Indicators

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 20

Strict Liability

Criminal Justice

Unit Overview
In this chapter, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● This chapter describes torts in which defendants are held to strict liability standards because they
engaged in extremely hazardous activities. The chapter explains how this area of law may serve as an
incentive for careful and safe practices at work and at home.
Vocabulary: strict liability, toxic torts, product liability

Essential Question(s)
● What types of activities would defendants be held in strict liability?

Students Will Be Able To:
1. define the term strict liability; and
2. explain how and why strict liability differs from negligence.
3. list some of the dangerous activities for which strict liability applies; and
4. explain why applying the standard of strict liability to certain activities creates an incentive for
careful and safe practices.
5. summarize how courts have decided liability for harm caused by untamed animals and
household pets; and
6. describe the relationship between pet-owner negligence and liability.
7. describe the role of the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission in protecting consumers
from defective products;
8. discuss product liability and describe the way it relates to strict liability; and
9. define the term product liability.
10. describe defenses to strict liability cases; and
11. explain the relationship between causation and damages in strict liability cases.
Formative Assessment
● Torts (Civil Law) Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity
● Class Discussions and Activities

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
None

Supporting Indicators

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 21

Torts and Public Policy

Criminal Justice

Unit Overview
In this chapter, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● This chapter reviews the function of the tort law system as it relates to public policy. Then
the chapter challenges students to evaluate the importance and fairness of the tort system
as they assess current tort reform efforts.
Vocabulary: tort reform, statute of limitations, frivolous lawsuits

Essential Question(s)
● How are torts related to public policy?

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Students Will Be Able To:
identify purposes of the tort law system;
summarize common criticisms given of the tort law system;
provide examples of states’ tort reform efforts that target the process and the outcome of tort
cases;
compare the benefits of the British tort system with those of the U.S. tort system; and
define the terms tort reform, statute of limitations, and frivolous lawsuits.

Formative Assessment
● Torts (Civil Law) Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity
● Class Discussions and Activities

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.1.2 Demonstrate meaningful civic
participation by analyzing local, state, national,
or international issues and policies.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.1.2.a Investigate how individuals and groups can
effectively use the structure and functions of various levels
of government to shape policy.

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 22

Contracts

Criminal Justice

Unit Overview
In this chapter, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● This chapter examines contracts and their elements. It also distinguishes between written
and oral contracts and describes the merits of each. Illegal contracts are also discussed.
Vocabulary: contract, breached, offer, acceptance, consideration, competent, cosign, ratified,
unconscionable, fraud, expectation damages, rescission, restitution, specific performance, duty to
mitigate
Essential Question(s)
● What are the legal ratifications of contracts?

Students Will Be Able To:
1. explain the general functions of consumer law; and
2. define the terms caveat emptor, consumer, contract, and breach.
3. describe elements of a legally binding contract;
4. explain why it is unwise to enter into a contract without careful consideration; and
5. define the terms offer, acceptance, consideration, and competent.
6. compare and contrast contractual obligations of adults and minors;
7. cite two examples of when a minor may be held to a contract; and
8. define the terms cosign and ratify.
9. identify which contracts must be in writing to be enforceable; and
10. cite two reasons why written contracts are more desirable than oral contracts.
11. cite examples of illegal contracts;
12. define the terms unconscionable and fraud;
13. describe characteristics of contracts that are considered unconscionable (as opposed to
those that are just a “bad deal” for one of the parties involved); and explain why it is easy for
consumers to fall victim to fraud.
14. describe and differentiate between various remedies a buyer can use if his or her consumer
contract has been breached;
15. explain the law’s requirement that sellers take reasonable steps to mitigate damages after a
buyer breaches a contract; and
16. define the terms breach, expectation damages, rescission, restitution, specific performance,
and duty to mitigate.
Formative Assessment
● Consumer Law Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity
● Class Discussions and Activities

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
None

Supporting Indicators

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 23

Warranties

Criminal Justice

Unit Overview
In this chapter, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● This chapter describes express and implied warranties and disclaimers.
Vocabulary: warranty, express warranty, puffing, implied warranty, warranty of merchantability,
warranty of fitness for a particular purpose, warranty of title, strict liability, disclaimer
Essential Question(s)
● How are warranties beneficial?

Students Will Be Able To:
1. define the terms warranty and breach; and
2. list at least three important questions that warranties should answer for consumers.
3. describe characteristics of express warranties;
4. list three requirements of written warranties according to the Magnuson-Moss Warranty Act;
5. distinguish between full and limited warranties; and
6. define the terms express warranty and puffing.
7. distinguish among three types of implied warranties: warranty of merchantability, warranty of
fitness for a particular purpose, and warranty of title;
8. explain how consumers can seek remedies if products harm them;
9. explain why consumers should carefully inspect cars and other products before making a
purchase; and
10. define the terms implied warranty, warranty of merchantability, warranty of fitness for a
particular purpose, warranty of title, and strict liability.
11. define the term disclaimer;
12. explain how sellers can disclaim the implied warranty of merchantability of an item for sale;
and
13. explain how sellers use disclaimers to limit consumers’ remedies.
Formative Assessment
● Consumer Law Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity
● Class Discussions and Activities

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
None

Supporting Indicators

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 24

Credit and Other Financial Service

Criminal Justice

Unit Overview
In this chapter, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● This chapter introduces the topics of credit and other financial services. It provides insight
into the costs and risks of credit and discusses the importance of managing money wisely
and building good credit.
Vocabulary: credit, stop payment, creditors, debtors, finance charge, interest, unsecured credit,
secured credit, collateral, default, annual percentage rate (ARP), usury, variable interest rates, loan
sharking, balloon payments, acceleration clause, bill consolidation, default, bankruptcy, repossess,
default judgement, garnishment, attachment
Essential Question(s)
● What is credit and how is it important to your financial future?

Students Will Be Able To:
1. compare the advantages of using checking accounts and automatic teller machine (ATM)
cards over using cash;
2. explain what overdraft protection is and why consumers should find out the costs and terms
of those services before they accept the protection;
3. list common fees associated with many checking accounts;
4. describe why it is important to quickly notify your bank if your checkbook, ATM, or debit card
is stolen;
5. distinguish between an EFT (or ATM) card and a debit card; and
6. define the terms credit and stop payment.
7. explain what it means to use credit;
8. describe the basic roles of creditors and debtors;
9. contrast the consequences of defaulting on secured credit and unsecured credit;
10. list the types of information a consumer should investigate when comparing credit card
offers;
11. describe how interest is calculated;
12. explain what a consumer can do if a credit card is lost or stolen;
13. describe steps a consumer should take if there is a billing error on his or her statement;
14. state how consumers can determine if they are using too much credit; and
15. define the terms creditor, debtor, finance charge, interest, unsecured credit, secured credit,
collateral, default, and annual percentage rate (APR).
16. explain why comparing the APR of credit is an effective way to compare rates;
17. describe the risk involved in taking out loans with variable interest rates;
18. list and describe four charges that may be added to the price of credit;
19. describe what the Credit Card Accountability, Responsibility, and Disclosure Act and the
Truth in Lending Act requires of creditors; and
20. define the terms usury, variable interest rate, credit property insurance, credit life/disability
insurance, service charge, penalty charge, loan sharking, balloon payment, acceleration
clause, and bill consolidation.

21. list four kinds of information about borrowers that lenders want to know before extending
credit;
22. describe how the Equal Credit Opportunity Act protects consumers; and
23. identify three federal regulatory agencies that protect borrowers from discrimination.
24. identify rights that the Equal Credit Opportunity Act and the Fair Credit Reporting Act
guarantee to borrowers; and
25. describe steps borrowers should take if they discover that their credit file contains inaccurate
information.
26. define the terms default, bankruptcy, repossess, default judgment, garnishment, and
attachment;
27. describe four options consumers should consider if they have problems paying their bills;
28. explain the short-term and long-term consequences of declaring bankruptcy; and
29. describe four methods creditors use to collect debts.
Formative Assessment
● Consumer Law Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity
● Class Discussions and Activities

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.2.1 Apply economic concepts that
support rational decision making.

SS HS.2.2 Develop a plan to support shortand long-term goals.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.2.1.a Make decisions by systematically
considering alternatives and consequences through the
use of cost benefit analysis.

SS HS.2.2.a Develop a budget using a financial record
keeping tool.
SS HS.2.2.b Compare and contrast different types of
banking accounts and features.

SS HS.2.3 Critique strategies used to
establish, build, maintain, monitor, and control
credit.

SS HS.2.3.a Compare and contrast the costs and benefits
of different types and sources of credit and debt.
SS HS.2.3.b Investigate strategies to effectively manage
debt and factors that influence credit ratings.

SS HS.2.4 Evaluate savings, investment, and
risk management strategies to achieve
financial goals.

SS HS.2.4.a Explain the importance of saving and
investing early to ensure financial security.
SS HS.2.4.b Develop an investment strategy to achieve
short- and long-term goals utilizing a variety of investment
vehicles.

SS HS.2.4.c Examine appropriate and cost effective risk
management strategies.

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 25

Deceptive Sales Practices

Criminal Justice

Unit Overview
In this chapter, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● This chapter exposes common deceptive sales practices, such as telemarketing scams and
bait-and-switch techniques, to help consumers avoid becoming victimized. Laws to protect
consumers are also discussed.
Vocabulary: telemarketing, substantiated, corrective advertising, puffing, escrow, lien

Essential Question(s)
● How not to become a victim of deceptive sales practices?

Students Will Be Able To:
1. describe steps consumers can take to be sure they are buying from a trustworthy
telemarketer; and
2. summarize how state laws and two federal agencies—the Federal Trade Commission and
the Federal Communications Commission—protect consumers.
3. summarize the circumstances when the “cooling off” rule allows customers to cancel a
contract to purchase something;
4. explain steps to take if you regret signing a contract with a door-to-door salesperson for
more than $25.00; and
5. describe rules door-to-door sales people must follow.
6. distinguish between puffing and illegal advertisements;
7. describe circumstances in which the Federal Trade Commission may order corrective
advertising;
8. identify restrictions the federal government has imposed on advertisements for liquor and
tobacco; and
9. define the terms substantiated, corrective advertising, and puffing.
10. explain the purpose of the bait and switch advertising and sales technique;
11. distinguish between bait and switch and loss leaders;
12. describe requirements online sellers must comply with under the Mail Order Rule; and
13. identify strategies consumers can use to protect themselves when they make purchases
online.
14. explain the online fraud of phishing;
15. describe the rights that buyers have if a seller does not ship within 30 days;
16. describe requirements online sellers must comply with under the Mail Order Rule; and
17. identify strategies consumers can use to protect themselves when they make purchases
online from unscrupulous Internet-based merchants.
18. identify problems consumers may face as they seek repairs and estimates; and
19. describe steps consumers should take to exercise caution as they seek repairs and get
estimates.

Formative Assessment
● Consumer Law Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity
● Class Discussions and Activities

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.2.1 Apply economic concepts that
support rational decision making.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.2.1.a Make decisions by systematically
considering alternatives and consequences through the
use of cost benefit analysis.

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 26

Becoming a Smart Consumer

Criminal Justice

Unit Overview
In this chapter, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● This chapter describes federal, state, and local laws and agencies that regulate sellers and
protect customers.
Vocabulary: class action, remedy, cease and desist orders, consent decrees, restitution, revoke,
direct action, fraud
Essential Question(s)
● How to be a smart consumer?

Students Will Be Able To:
1. explain why sellers try to appeal to buyers’ emotions through advertising; and
2. identify the advertising techniques of association, bandwagon, celebrity appeal, and claims
of authorities.
3. describe the purpose and powers of the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) and the
Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC);
4. name and explain several federal laws designed to protect consumers;
5. describe remedies consumers can seek in order to stop unfair and deceptive sales practices;
and
6. define the terms class action, remedy, cease and desist order, consent decree, and
restitution.
7. describe what consumers should consider (besides the list price) when they comparison
shop;
8. list steps consumers should take before signing a contract;
9. describe steps consumers should take if they have purchased defective products;
10. describe characteristics of effective oral and written consumer complaints; and
11. name government and private groups that consumers can contact to learn about methods
used to resolve consumer problems.
12. describe examples of direct action taken by consumers to influence an organization’s
business practices;
13. distinguish between criminal and civil consumer complaints;
14. compare the advantages and disadvantages of taking your claim to a small claims court
versus a civil court;
15. identify procedures consumers should follow to file a suit in small claims court; and
16. define the term direct action.
Formative Assessment
● Consumer Law Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity

● Class Discussions and Activities

Nebraska State Standards
Standards

Supporting Indicators

SS HS.1.2 Demonstrate meaningful civic
participation by analyzing local, state, national,
or international issues and policies.

SS HS.1.2.a Investigate how individuals and groups can
effectively use the structure and functions of various levels
of government to shape policy.

SS HS.2.1 Apply economic concepts that
support rational decision making.

SS HS.2.1.a Make decisions by systematically
considering alternatives and consequences through the
use of cost benefit analysis.

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 27

Major Purchases

Criminal Justice

Unit Overview
In this chapter, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● This chapter presents issues of consumer awareness when making major purchases related
to cars, housing, paying for college, and health care.
Vocabulary: mortgage, term, fixed-rate mortgages, adjustable-rate mortgages, foreclosure,
tenant, landlord, lease, clauses, lease application, month-to-month lease, tenancy at will, tenancy
for years, rent control, warranty of habitability, eviction, waste, fixture, waiver of tort liability, waive,
right of entry, access, sublease clause, release, right to quiet employment, individual mandate,
subsidy, premium, deductible, co-payments, formulary
Essential Question(s)
● How to make smart decisions on major purchases?

Students Will Be Able To:
1. describe five factors consumers should consider when purchasing an automobile;
2. list the costs of owning a car besides the purchase price of the car;
3. list questions borrowers should be able to answer before they finance the purchase of a car;
4. illustrate how interest rates (annual percentage rate) and terms of loans can affect the total
finance charge and the total cost of a car;
5. compare the benefits of leasing a car to those of buying a car; and
6. describe what to do and what not do if you are involved in a car accident.
7. explain why it is important for buyers to carefully consider the type of mortgage they sign;
8. identify steps prospective tenants can take to protect themselves before they sign a lease;
9. explain why written leases are preferable to oral agreements between landlords and tenants;
10. explain the consequences of failing to meet requirements typically found in leases, including
prompt and full payment of rent;
11. describe the landlord’s obligations that are typically found in rental agreements and housing
codes;
12. explain security deposits and the steps tenants should take to avoid losing their deposits;
13. identify the limits of landlord access and inspection;
14. describe the responsibilities and protections landlords have under subleases and the
responsibilities the (original) tenants have under subleases;
15. describe various reasons why people become homeless;
16. describe how the Universal Declaration of Human Rights addresses the right to shelter; and
17. define the terms mortgage, term, fixed-rate mortgage, adjustable-rate mortgage, foreclosure,
tenant, landlord, lease, clause, lease application, month-to-month lease, tenancy at will,
tenancy for years, rent control, warranty of habitability, eviction, waste, fixture, waiver of tort
liability, waive, right of entry or access, sublease clause, release, and right to quiet
enjoyment.
18. describe criteria college-bound students should consider before they decide to take out a
student loan;
19. list the benefits of federal student loan programs; and

20. describe several long-term risks for college students who fail to make timely payments on
their credit cards.
21. explain the purpose of health insurance and the advantages of being insured versus not
being insured;
22. describe how the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (ACA) works to help make
health insurance more accessible and affordable; and
23. define the terms exchange, marketplace, individual mandate, subsidy, premium, deductible,
copayment, coinsurance, and formulary.
Formative Assessment
● Consumer Law Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity
● Class Discussions and Activities

Nebraska State Standards
Standards

Supporting Indicators

SS HS.2.2 Develop a plan to support shortand long-term goals.

SS HS.2.2.a Develop a budget using a financial record
keeping tool.

HS.2.5 Explain the role of markets in
determining prices and allocating scarce goods
and services.

SS HS.2.5.a Summarize the role of competition, markets,
and prices.
SS HS.2.5.b Illustrate how markets determine changing
equilibrium prices through supply and demand analysis.

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 28

Law and the American Family

Criminal Justice

Unit Overview
In this chapter, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● This chapter explains how law affects Americans from the moment they are born until the
end of their lives. The chapter also describes how the legal definition of family is changing
as a result of social, economic, and political factors.
Vocabulary: will, emancipated

Essential Question(s)
● How do laws affect the family?

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Students Will Be Able To:
identify examples of how state and federal laws affect individuals throughout their lives;
identify the benefits of having a will and the consequences of dying without a will; and
define the term will.
provide examples to show that the legal definition of family varies from one legal issue to
another; and
describe ways in which American families have changed over the past 100 years and in the
last 25 years in particular.

Formative Assessment
● Family Law Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity
● Class Discussions and Activities

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
None

Supporting Indicators

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 29

Marriage

Criminal Justice

Unit Overview
In this chapter, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● This chapter discusses the legal issues related to marriage and to living together as a
couple. It also explains the financial responsibilities of couples and issues related to property
ownership in a marriage. Finally, the chapter highlights partner abuse and resources
available to victims of abuse.
Vocabulary: incest, bigamy, annulment, divorce, polygamy, common-law marriage, separate
property, marital property, prenuptial agreement, cohabitation agreement, palimony, civil unions,
domestic partnership
Essential Question(s)
● What to lawfully expect when you get married?

Students Will Be Able To:
1. outline steps involved in legally getting married; and
2. define the term marriage license.
3. describe the legal requirements for marriage in most states;
4. list the grounds for annulment of a marriage; and
5. define the terms incest, bigamy, consent, annulment, divorce, fraud, and polygamy.
6. compare and contrast common-law marriages and other legal marriages;
7. explain how common-law marriages can be legally terminated;
8. describe how states that prohibit common-law marriages treat such marriages when
common-law couples move from other states;
9. describe the financial responsibilities that spouses have to each other; and
10. define the term common-law marriage.
11. identify advantages and disadvantages of various property ownership laws relating to
marriage; and
12. define the terms separate property and marital property.
13. explain the purpose of a prenuptial agreement;
14. summarize how laws shape decisions regarding name changes, support, and inheritance;
15. identify three kinds of relationships that are considered privileged;
16. develop hypotheses to explain why the law protects the privacy and confidentiality of
husband-wife relationships; and
17. define the terms prenuptial agreement, privileged communications, and inheritance.
18. describe changing attitudes of police to cases of partner abuse and reasons for these
changes;
19. identify ways in which the Violence Against Women Act has changed responses to partner
abuse;
20. identify groups and resources that are available to help abusers change their patterns of
behavior;
21. summarize the steps that victims of partner abuse should take;

22. identify groups that provide partner abusers with resources and help to change their
behavior; and
23. define the term protective order.
24. describe how laws regarding palimony and single people who live together have evolved,
especially since 1976; and
25. define the terms cohabitation agreement and palimony.
26. describe the goals and impact of the Defense of Marriage Act of 1996;
27. explain the historical significance of the protections for same-sex couples offered in Vermont
as part of its civil union law;
28. explain the difference between civil union, domestic partnership, and marriage;
29. describe the legal evolution of same-sex marriage law through court rulings, legislative
action, and public referendum; and
30. explain the effect of the Supreme Court’s decision in Obergefell v. Hodges (2015).
Formative Assessment
● Family Law Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity
● Class Discussions and Activities

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government
as well as local, state, and international
governments.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.1.1.c Analyze the functions of United States
government and its outcomes.
SS HS.1.1.d Analyze the foundation, structures, and
functions of local government and its outcomes.
SS HS.1.1.e Analyze the foundation, structures, and
functions of state government and its outcomes.

SS HS.1.2 Demonstrate meaningful civic
participation by analyzing local, state, national,
or international issues and policies.

SS HS.1.2.a Investigate how individuals and groups can
effectively use the structure and functions of various levels
of government to shape policy.

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 30

Parents and Children

Criminal Justice

Unit Overview
In this chapter, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● This chapter outlines the legal implications of parent-child relationships, particularly their
mutual rights and responsibilities.
Vocabulary: paternity suit, emancipation, family responsibility laws, truant, family car doctrine,
child abuse, child neglect
Essential Question(s)
● What is the legal relationship between parents and their children?

Students Will Be Able To:
1. identify three basic obligations parents have to their children;
2. identify the legal responsibilities of fathers;
3. explain why some people resort to blood and DNA tests to prove paternity;
4. outline parents’ legal responsibilities to children in terms of support, emancipation,
education, medical care, care and supervision, discipline, responsibility for children’s acts,
and earnings and employment;
5. explain the goals and requirements of family responsibility laws;
6. identify the rights of public school students with disabilities under the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA);
7. describe parents’ legal options when their children continually disobey them or run away
from home;
8. describe children’s responsibilities toward parents; and
9. define the terms paternity, emancipation, family responsibility laws, truant, contributing to the
delinquency of a minor, and family car doctrine.
10. describe forms and effects of child abuse;
11. identify forms and effects of child neglect;
12. list the job titles of professionals who are required by most states to report suspected cases
of child abuse and neglect;
13. explain the short-term and long-term effects of child sexual abuse;
14. describe how to report suspected child abuse and/or neglect; and
15. define the terms child abuse, child neglect
Formative Assessment
● Family Law Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity
● Class Discussions and Activities

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.1.2 Demonstrate meaningful civic
participation by analyzing local, state, national,
or international issues and policies.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.1.2.d Investigate an issue and communicate which
level of government is most appropriate to utilize in
addressing the issue.

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 31

Foster Care and Adoption

Criminal Justice

Unit Overview
In this chapter, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● This chapter discusses the legal issues and resources devoted to foster care, adoption, and
assisted fertility.
Vocabulary: temporary legal guardian, family foster care, group homes, kinship care, family
reunification, terminate parental rights, adoption, surrogate mother
Essential Question(s)
● What are the major issues with foster care and adoption?

Students Will Be Able To:
1. describe the circumstances that may lead to a state becoming a child’s temporary legal
guardian;
2. explain the goals of judges and courts in working with children and families involved in the
family foster care system;
3. explain the requirements of the Foster Care Independence Act of 1999;
4. summarize the purposes of various court hearings related to removing a child from a family;
and
5. define the terms temporary legal guardian, family foster care, group home, kinship care, and
terminate parental rights.
6. describe the process and legal steps involved in adoptions;
7. explain the types of contracts often signed by surrogate mothers and whether those
contracts are enforceable everywhere;
8. summarize the arguments for and against interracial adoptions;
9. evaluate whether or not adoption records should be sealed; and
10. define the terms adoption and surrogate mother.
Formative Assessment
● Family Law Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity
● Class Discussions and Activities

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
None

Supporting Indicators

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 32

Separation, Divorce, and Custody

Criminal Justice

Unit Overview
In this chapter, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● This chapter presents ways in which laws respond to family problems such as separation,
divorce, child custody, alimony, property division, and child support.
Vocabulary: marriage counselor, separation agreement, decree, divorce, pro se, collaborative
divorce, adultery, desertion, mental cruelty, physical cruelty, insanity, no-fault divorce, irreconcilable
differences, covenant marriage, custody, joint custody, tender years doctrine, best interests of the
child, kinship care, alimony, rehabilitative alimony, community property, equitable distribution, in
loco parentis
Essential Question(s)
● What to lawfully expect during the end of a relationship?

Students Will Be Able To:
1. list the most common problems in marriages;
2. explain the purpose and protections of separation agreements;
3. state reasons why a waiting period before a divorce can be helpful;
4. list and explain the typical faults, or grounds, that are the basis for divorces;
5. evaluate the merits of no-fault divorces;
6. identify the benefits of using a family mediator; and
7. define the terms marriage counselor, divorce, separation agreement, pro se, collaborative
divorce, no-fault divorce, irreconcilable differences, and covenant marriage.
8. list reasons custody decisions are among the most important issues settled in a divorce;
9. compare the characteristics and the merits of sole custody and joint custody arrangements;
10. identify factors judges consider in determining which parent is awarded custody; and
11. define the terms custody, joint custody, tender years doctrine, best interests of the child, and
kinship care.
12. identify three economic issues that must be settled for a divorce to be finalized;
13. explain the purpose of rehabilitative alimony;
14. describe the factors that courts consider in awarding alimony;
15. define the terms alimony, rehabilitative alimony, community property, and equitable
distribution;
16. distinguish between alimony and property division; and
17. explain various ways the law helps parents enforce child support orders.
18. explain how the changing makeup of families in the United States relates to the rights and
responsibilities of stepparents;
19. describe the conditions under which a stepparent can adopt his or her stepchildren; and
20. define the term in loco parentis.
Formative Assessment

Summative Assessment

● Family Law Test

● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity
● Class Discussions and Activities

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
None

Supporting Indicators

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 33

Government Support for Families

Criminal Justice

Unit Overview
In this chapter, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● This chapter describes the many ways that federal, state, and local government programs
provide economic, health, and educational benefits to families and individuals.
Vocabulary: None

Essential Question(s)
● What benefits does the government provide to families?

Students Will Be Able To:
1. explain how the government determines who is poor and how many children and adults are
estimated to live in poverty;
2. name several government support programs designed to help poor people; and
3. name several government support programs designed to help all Americans, regardless of
income.
4. describe the Social Security system and name three benefits it provides;
5. identify beneficiaries of the federal Supplemental Security Income program;
6. summarize the criticism of the welfare system before it was changed in 1996;
7. describe the benefits of the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act
of 1996 and the requirements and limitations of those benefits; and
8. identify who benefits and the types of benefits derived from food stamps, and housing
assistance and mortgage interest deductions.
9. identify groups of Americans who are least likely to have health insurance benefits;
10. explain the requirements and benefits of The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act;
11. describe Medicare and Medicaid programs in terms of benefits and eligibility;
12. explain the purpose of the State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP); and
13. describe the benefits of the Family and Medical Leave Act and who is eligible for these
benefits.
14. explain whether the federal government or state governments have more involvement in
elementary and secondary education;
15. describe the goals of Head Start and Early Head Start; and
16. identify three federal government grant and loan programs that help students attend colleges
and universities.
Formative Assessment
● Family Law Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity

● Class Discussions and Activities

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government
as well as local, state, and international
governments.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.1.1.c Analyze the functions of United States
government and its outcomes.
SS HS.1.1.d Analyze the foundation, structures, and
functions of local government and its outcomes.
SS HS.1.1.e Analyze the foundation, structures, and
functions of state government and its outcomes.

SS HS.1.2 Demonstrate meaningful civic
participation by analyzing local, state, national,
or international issues and policies.

SS HS.1.2.a Investigate how individuals and groups can
effectively use the structure and functions of various levels
of government to shape policy.
SS HS.1.2.d Investigate an issue and communicate which
level of government is most appropriate to utilize in
addressing the issue.

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 34

Introduction to Constitutional Law

Criminal Justice

Unit Overview
In this chapter, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● This chapter introduces the study of constitutional law. It describes how the Constitution
establishes the basic framework of government and how the Bill of Rights protects basic
individual rights.
Vocabulary: amendments, due process, equal protection, compelling interest test

Essential Question(s)
● How does the Constitution affect their daily lives?

Students Will Be Able To:
1. define the terms amendment and due process;
2. outline two methods of amending the U.S. Constitution;
3. summarize the rights guaranteed to individuals in each amendment in the Bill of Rights;
4. explain what the Bill of Rights was designed to protect citizens from;
5. explain how the courts have interpreted the Fourteenth Amendment to apply the Bill of
Rights to protections from state and local governments;
6. list the prohibitions in the Thirteenth Amendment prohibits; and
7. explain how voting rights of American citizens were affected by the Fifteenth, Nineteenth,
Twenty-third, Twenty-fourth, and Twenty-sixth Amendments to the U.S. Constitution.
8. explain why rights guaranteed in the U.S. Constitution are not, and cannot be, absolute;
9. describe how courts use “tests” as they decide cases;
10. define the term compelling interest test and describe how it is applied to free-speech rights;
11. explain why the U.S. Constitution does not generally protect citizens from the actions of
private individuals, organizations, or businesses;
12. explain how the U.S. Constitution functions as a “floor” for basic rights that cannot be taken
away by federal, state, or local governments; and
13. compare the kinds of rights included in the U.S. Constitution with those in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.
Formative Assessment
● Individual Rights and Liberties Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity
● Class Discussions and Activities

Nebraska State Standards

Standards
SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government
as well as local, state, and international
governments.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.1.1.b Evaluate the structure of American
constitutional government.

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 35

Freedom of Speech

Criminal Justice

Unit Overview
In this chapter, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
This chapter focuses on freedom of speech and its importance in maintaining a democracy. The
chapters investigate the scope of the government’s ability to regulate speech and, in certain
instances, to prevent and punish it.
Vocabulary: commercial speech, obscenity, defamation, slander, libel, fighting words, clear and
present danger test, incitement test, hate speech, public forum, symbolic speech, vagueness,
overinclusive,
Essential Question(s)
● Why is freedom of speech important?

Students Will Be Able To:
1. identify forms of communication protected by guarantees of freedom of speech;
2. explain three reasons why the First Amendment’s protection of speech is central to
democracy in our country; and
3. describe the relationship between the First Amendment and the concept of a “marketplace of
ideas.”
4. define the term commercial speech;
5. describe and assess how protection of commercial speech has evolved over time;
6. describe the reasons behind the U.S. Supreme Court’s decisions regarding advertising by
pharmacists and lawyers; and
7. describe three kinds of commercial speech that government can ban.
8. define the term obscenity in relation to free speech;
9. summarize guidelines for determining whether or not an expression is obscene as
established in Miller v. California;
10. describe strategies state and local governments have developed for dealing with
pornography;
11. weigh the merits of permitting the government to censor publications and media;
12. describe U.S. Supreme Court decisions regarding child pornography; and
13. explain why the U.S. Supreme Court has found some legislative attempts to protect children
from pornography on the Internet unconstitutional.
14. define the term defamation and explain its relationship to the First Amendment;
15. define the terms slander and libel and distinguish between them;
16. state how proof that a statement is true affects the outcome of a defamation suit; and
17. describe the U.S. Supreme Court’s rules regarding whether and when public figures can
collect damages in a defamation suit.
18. define the terms fighting words, clear and present danger test, incitement test, and hate
speech;
19. explain how the Court’s tests relating to protected speech have evolved over time with the
“clear and present danger” test, the “balancing” test, and the “incitement” test;
20. evaluate the arguments supporting and opposing the punishment of hate speech; and

21. distinguish between court decisions regarding hate speech and decisions on laws that
increase criminal punishments for bias-motivated violence and intimidation.
22. distinguish between regulations of expression based on content and regulations based on
when, where, and how the speech takes place;
23. identify examples of regulations that may govern the time, place, and manner in which
expression takes place;
24. define the term public forum;
25. explain what the law says about regulating viewpoint-neutral speech in public and in
nonpublic forums; and
26. evaluate a court’s decision to allow an American Nazi Party demonstration in Skokie, Illinois.
27. define the terms symbolic speech and expressive conduct;
28. list five examples of symbolic speech;
29. describe how courts decide whether nonverbal expression constitutes protected symbolic
speech; and
30. weigh arguments for and against permitting demonstrators to burn the American flag.
31. explain two reasons why laws governing free speech must be clear and specific;
32. define the terms vagueness and overinclusive;
33. explain why it is unfair to enforce vague laws; and
34. evaluate whether a law is vague and overinclusive.
Formative Assessment
● Individual Rights and Liberties Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity
● Class Discussions and Activities

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government
as well as local, state, and international
governments.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.1.2 Demonstrate meaningful civic participation by
analyzing local, state, national, or international issues and
policies.
SS HS.1.1.c Analyze the functions of United States
government and its outcomes.
SS HS.1.1.d Analyze the foundation, structures, and
functions of local government and its outcomes.
SS HS.1.1.e Analyze the foundation, structures, and
functions of state government and its outcomes.

SS HS.1.2 Demonstrate meaningful civic
participation by analyzing local, state, national,
or international issues and policies.

SS HS.1.2.a Investigate how individuals and groups can
effectively use the structure and functions of various levels
of government to shape policy.
SS HS.1.2.c Engage and reflect on participation in civic
activities.
SS HS.4.1.a (US) Evaluate the cause and effect of
historical events on various groups in the United States.

HS.4.1 (US) Analyze and evaluate patterns of
continuity and change over time in American
history.

SS HS.4.2 (US) Analyze the complexity of the
interaction of multiple perspectives to
investigate causes and effects of significant
events in the development of history.
SS HS.4.3 (US) Examine historical events from
the perspectives of marginalized and
underrepresented groups.

SS HS.4.1.c (US) Evaluate the impact of people, events,
and ideas, including various cultures and ethnic groups,
on the United States.
SS HS.4.2.a (US) Identify and evaluate how considering
multiple perspectives facilitates an understanding of
history.

SS HS.4.3.a (US) Identify how differing experiences can
lead to the development of perspectives.
SS HS.4.3.b (US) Interpret how and why marginalized and
underrepresented groups and/or individuals might
understand historical events similarly or differently.

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 36

Freedom of Press

Criminal Justice

Unit Overview
In this chapter, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● This chapter focuses on freedom of press and its importance in maintaining a democracy.
The chapters investigate the scope of the government’s ability to regulate press and, in
certain instances, to prevent and punish it.
Vocabulary: censorship, gag order, prior restraint

Essential Question(s)
● Why is freedom of press important?

Students Will Be Able To:
1. define the term censorship and state how it occurs;
2. explain why an independent press is sometimes called “the fourth branch” of government;
3. state how democracy is threatened in the absence of a free press;
4. identify other rights with which freedom of the press sometimes collides; and
5. weigh obligations of government-owned television stations to give access to political
candidates.
6. define the terms prior restraint and gag order;
7. identify three circumstances when prior restraint is permitted;
8. weigh the relative importance of a free press against a defendant’s right to a fair trial;
9. describe the reasoning behind the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision in New York Times v.
United States; and
10. identify one circumstance when government censorship of the press would be upheld.
11. explain why access to information from the government is essential to maintaining a
democracy;
12. describe the relationship between a free press and access to information from the
government;
13. identify requirements of the 1966 Freedom of Information Act (FOIA); and
14. outline steps in making a FOIA request.
15. explain why journalists may refuse to reveal their sources of information;
16. describe the relationship between maintaining a free press and protecting the confidentiality
of reporters’ sources; and
17. identify rights that conflict with shield laws.
Formative Assessment
● Individual Rights and Liberties Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity

● Class Discussions and Activities

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government
as well as local, state, and international
governments.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.1.2 Demonstrate meaningful civic participation by
analyzing local, state, national, or international issues and
policies.
SS HS.1.1.c Analyze the functions of United States
government and its outcomes.
SS HS.1.1.d Analyze the foundation, structures, and
functions of local government and its outcomes.
SS HS.1.1.e Analyze the foundation, structures, and
functions of state government and its outcomes.

SS HS.1.2 Demonstrate meaningful civic
participation by analyzing local, state, national,
or international issues and policies.

SS HS.1.2.a Investigate how individuals and groups can
effectively use the structure and functions of various levels
of government to shape policy.
SS HS.1.2.c Engage and reflect on participation in civic
activities.

SS HS.4.2 (US) Analyze the complexity of the
interaction of multiple perspectives to
investigate causes and effects of significant
events in the development of history.

SS HS.4.2.a (US) Identify and evaluate how considering
multiple perspectives facilitates an understanding of
history.

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 37

Expression in Public Places

Criminal Justice

Unit Overview
In this chapter, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
This chapter focuses on freedom of petition and its importance in maintaining a democracy. The
chapters investigate the scope of the government’s ability to regulate petition and, in certain
instances, to prevent and punish it.
Vocabulary: public forums, penological

Essential Question(s)
● Why is expression in public place important?

Students Will Be Able To:
1. identify three types of facilities in which First Amendment rights may be limited; and
2. define the term public forums.
3. describe the free expression issues raised by the case of Tinker v. Des Moines School
District;
4. identify the circumstances under which student expression can be limited according to the
Tinker decision;
5. describe the First Amendment issues raised by the Hazelwood v. Kuhlmeier case;
6. describe the reasoning of the U.S. Supreme Court in Hazelwood;
7. explain how school dress codes relate to the First Amendment; and
8. apply standards established in the Tinker and Hazelwood cases to various expression issues
in public schools.
9. compare the ways that different purposes of schools, prisons, and military bases shape limits
on expression;
10. summarize key rulings on limits of expression in prisons and military bases; and
11. define the term penological.
Formative Assessment
● Individual Rights and Liberties Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity
● Class Discussions and Activities

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.1.2 Demonstrate meaningful civic participation by
analyzing local, state, national, or international issues and
policies.

as well as local, state, and international
governments.
SS HS.1.2 Demonstrate meaningful civic
participation by analyzing local, state, national,
or international issues and policies.

HS.4.1 (US) Analyze and evaluate patterns of
continuity and change over time in American
history.
SS HS.4.2 (US) Analyze the complexity of the
interaction of multiple perspectives to
investigate causes and effects of significant
events in the development of history.
SS HS.4.3 (US) Examine historical events from
the perspectives of marginalized and
underrepresented groups.

SS HS.1.2.a Investigate how individuals and groups can
effectively use the structure and functions of various levels
of government to shape policy.
SS HS.1.2.c Engage and reflect on participation in civic
activities.

SS HS.4.1.a (US) Evaluate the cause and effect of
historical events on various groups in the United States.
SS HS.4.2.a (US) Identify and evaluate how considering
multiple perspectives facilitates an understanding of
history.

SS HS.4.3.a (US) Identify how differing experiences can
lead to the development of perspectives.
SS HS.4.3.b (US) Interpret how and why marginalized and
underrepresented groups and/or individuals might
understand historical events similarly or differently.

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 38

Freedom of Religion

Criminal Justice

Unit Overview
In this chapter, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● This chapter explains how the establishment clause and the free exercise clause work
together to ensure that the government protects religious freedoms. The chapter provides
examples in which the right of individuals to practice their religion sometimes clashes with
the government’s obligation not to establish or favor any religion.
Vocabulary: establishment clause, free exercise clause, parochial schools

Essential Question(s)
● How does the First Amendment affect your freedom of religion?

Students Will Be Able To:
1. define the terms establishment clause and free exercise clause;
2. explain what the establishment clause of the First Amendment prohibits the government from
doing; and
3. explain what the free exercise clause of the First Amendment prohibits the government from
doing.
4. identify five actions the government cannot take as a result of the establishment clause;
5. explain why the “wall of separation” between church and state is incomplete;
6. summarize the three tests (called the Lemon test) used to determine whether or not a
government law or action meets the requirements of the establishment clause;
7. explain how the endorsement test is used in guiding establishment clause decisions;
8. describe decisions of the U.S. Supreme Court in cases involving prayer in schools and
funding parochial schools; and
9. interpret a case involving religious expression in a public school ceremony.
10. distinguish between beliefs and actions in terms of protection of freedom of religion;
11. predict how the U.S. Supreme Court is likely to rule when a valid, neutral law interferes with
religious practice;
12. summarize the U.S. Supreme Court decision in Wisconsin v. Yoder; and
13. describe the Religious Freedom Restoration Act.
Formative Assessment
● Constitutional Law Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity
● Class Discussions and Activities

Nebraska State Standards
Standards

Supporting Indicators

SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government
as well as local, state, and international
governments.

SS HS.1.2 Demonstrate meaningful civic participation by
analyzing local, state, national, or international issues and
policies.

SS HS.1.2 Demonstrate meaningful civic
participation by analyzing local, state, national,
or international issues and policies.

SS HS.1.2.a Investigate how individuals and groups can
effectively use the structure and functions of various levels
of government to shape policy.

HS.4.1 (US) Analyze and evaluate patterns of
continuity and change over time in American
history.

SS HS.4.1.a (US) Evaluate the cause and effect of
historical events on various groups in the United States.

SS HS.4.2 (US) Analyze the complexity of the
interaction of multiple perspectives to
investigate causes and effects of significant
events in the development of history.

SS HS.1.1.b Evaluate the structure of American
constitutional government.

SS HS.4.1.c (US) Evaluate the impact of people, events,
and ideas, including various cultures and ethnic groups,
on the United States.
SS HS.4.2.a (US) Identify and evaluate how considering
multiple perspectives facilitates an understanding of
history.

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 39

Due Process

Criminal Justice

Unit Overview
In this chapter, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● This Chapter explores the concept of due process, which concerns both fair procedures and
protection from government interference with certain rights.
Vocabulary: procedural due process, substantive due process, unenumerated rights

Essential Question(s)
● What are the fair procedures protections under Due Process?

Students Will Be Able To:
1. define the terms procedural due process and substantive due process;
2. explain how procedural due process differs from substantive due process.
Formative Assessment
● Constitutional Law Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity
● Class Discussions and Activities

Nebraska State Standards
Standards

Supporting Indicators

SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government
as well as local, state, and international
governments.

SS HS.1.2 Demonstrate meaningful civic participation by
analyzing local, state, national, or international issues and
policies.

HS.4.1 (US) Analyze and evaluate patterns of
continuity and change over time in American
history.

SS HS.4.1.a (US) Evaluate the cause and effect of
historical events on various groups in the United States.

SS HS.1.1.b Evaluate the structure of American
constitutional government.

SS HS.4.1.c (US) Evaluate the impact of people, events,
and ideas, including various cultures and ethnic groups,
on the United States.

SS HS.4.2 (US) Analyze the complexity of the
interaction of multiple perspectives to
investigate causes and effects of significant
events in the development of history.

SS HS.4.2.a (US) Identify and evaluate how considering
multiple perspectives facilitates an understanding of
history.

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 40

The Right to Privacy

Criminal Justice

Unit Overview
In this chapter, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● This Chapter focuses on the contested right to privacy.
Vocabulary: None

Essential Question(s)
● What are you constitutionally protected rights to privacy?

Students Will Be Able To:
1. state when the U.S. Supreme Court began to recognize a constitutional right to privacy;
2. identify two general circumstances when the right to privacy is protected;
3. list five zones of privacy created by the U.S. Constitution and explain their significance;
4. give examples of U.S. Supreme Court decisions that have found that someone has a privacy
right; and
5. give examples of U.S. Supreme Court decisions that have expressed a limit to someone’s
privacy right.
6. explain the phrase “A person’s home is his or her castle.”;
7. describe how the U.S. Supreme Court reversed its earlier decision involving two consenting
adults who argued their privacy right to be “let alone” in their own home;
8. explain the purpose of the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 (FERPA); and
9. describe the U.S. Supreme Court cases that have limited students’ right to privacy.
10. describe how the right to privacy is being challenged by technology, especially newer
technologies; and
11. explain the privacy protections and requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, including
remedies if the government violates a person’s rights under this law.
12. describe key decisions about contraception made by the U.S. Supreme Court in 1965 and in
1972;
13. explain how the issue of privacy pertains to constitutional questions involving contraception
and abortion;
14. describe how the trimesters of pregnancy determine the right to abortion as defined by the
Roe v. Wade decision;
15. summarize U.S. Supreme Court decisions on abortion since Roe v. Wade with regard to laws
that might require the consent of the father of the fetus or of the parents of pregnant minors;
16. describe the U.S. Supreme Court decision in Planned Parenthood of Southeastern
Pennsylvania v. Casey; and
17. describe how the issue of abortion has affected appointments to federal courts and how it
has affected elections.

Formative Assessment
● Constitutional Law Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity
● Class Discussions and Activities

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government
as well as local, state, and international
governments.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.1.2 Demonstrate meaningful civic participation by
analyzing local, state, national, or international issues and
policies.
SS HS.1.1.c Analyze the functions of United States
government and its outcomes.
SS HS.1.1.d Analyze the foundation, structures, and
functions of local government and its outcomes.
SS HS.1.1.e Analyze the foundation, structures, and
functions of state government and its outcomes.
SS HS.1.2.a Investigate how individuals and groups can
effectively use the structure and functions of various levels
of government to shape policy.

SS HS.1.2 Demonstrate meaningful civic
participation by analyzing local, state, national,
or international issues and policies.

HS.4.1 (US) Analyze and evaluate patterns of
continuity and change over time in American
history.

SS HS.4.2 (US) Analyze the complexity of the
interaction of multiple perspectives to
investigate causes and effects of significant
events in the development of history.

SS HS.1.2.b Analyze and communicate the significance
and impacts of patriotic symbols, songs, holidays, and
activities in terms of historical, social, and cultural
contexts.

SS HS.4.1.a (US) Evaluate the cause and effect of
historical events on various groups in the United States.
SS HS.4.1.c (US) Evaluate the impact of people, events,
and ideas, including various cultures and ethnic groups,
on the United States.
SS HS.4.2.a (US) Identify and evaluate how considering
multiple perspectives facilitates an understanding of
history.

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 41

Discrimination

Criminal Justice

Unit Overview
In this chapter, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● This Chapter deals with discrimination law and the controversial issue of affirmative action.
Vocabulary: segregation, separate but equal, Jim Crow laws, discrimination, remedy,
desegregate, affirmative action, gerrymandering, sexual harassment, quid pro quo, hostile
environment, steering, redlining
Essential Question(s)
● How are the people who are historically discriminated against’ rights protected by the
government?
Students Will Be Able To:
1. describe different ways of defining equality;
2. compare and contrast the U.S. Supreme Court decisions in Plessy v. Ferguson and Brown v.
Board of Education and their power to prohibit and to promote equality;
3. give examples of how the government may respond to discrimination;
4. identify examples of civil rights laws and programs that collide with each other;
5. explain how discrimination can harm all Americans—not just its targets; and
6. define the terms Jim Crow laws and national origin.
7. define the term discrimination;
8. give examples of laws that discriminate but are reasonable and constitutional;
9. describe the rational basis test and how it is applied to determine if a law or practice is
constitutional;
10. explain the strict scrutiny test and the types of discrimination cases judges apply it to;
11. identify two requirements of the substantial relationship test and name the type of
discrimination cases to which it is typically applied; and
12. explain the equal protection clause of the Fourteenth Amendment.
13. identify at least four complex questions raised as government seeks to help Americans who
are subject to, or affected by, racial discrimination;
14. summarize the arguments for and against busing as a remedy for discrimination in public
schools;
15. evaluate the merits of affirmative action as a remedy for discrimination and as a method for
promoting diversity in schools and in the workplace;
16. identify trends in U.S. Supreme Court decisions related to affirmative action in education;
17. identify and explain the provisions of constitutional amendments and significant federal
legislation that expanded voting rights;
18. explain the arguments for and against gerrymandering in order to create majority-minority
legislative districts; and
19. define the terms remedy, affirmative action, certiorari, and gerrymandering.
20. describe how courts have generally treated government laws and policies that discriminate
based on national origin and citizenship status; and

21. evaluate opposing arguments about whether state laws may deny a free public school
education to children of parents who are undocumented immigrants.
22. identify steps people should take if they believe they have been targets of gender
discrimination;
23. explain the requirements and protections of the Equal Pay Act and Title VII of the Civil Rights
Act of 1964;
24. differentiate between quid pro quo sexual harassment and hostile environment sexual
harassment;
25. explain the standard set out by the U.S. Supreme Court for deciding when a hostile or
abusive work environment constitutes sexual harassment;
26. summarize the U.S. Supreme Court decisions involving sexual harassment cases in schools;
27. describe the requirements and the impact of Title IX of the Education Act of 1972;
28. analyze hypothetical cases to determine whether Title IX has been violated; and
29. define the terms sexual harassment, quid pro quo, and hostile environment.
30. give examples of laws in cities and counties that protect against discrimination based on
sexual orientation;
31. identify how federal law treats discrimination based on sexual orientation;
32. describe the compromise policy known as “don’t ask, don’t tell” as it applied to people
serving in the military;
33. summarize the U.S. Supreme Court’s opinion invalidating the Defense of Marriage Act; and
34. explain the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision in Lawrence v. Texas and how it overturned the
Bowers v. Hardwick precedent.
35. describe the purpose of the Age Discrimination in Employment Act and the types of
discrimination it outlaws;
36. explain the types of workers and employers subject to the Age Discrimination in Employment
Act;
37. note the types of exceptions included in the act; and
38. summarize at least three laws or practices that involve the government’s legal and
constitutional discrimination of young people.
39. explain what it means to have a disability according to the Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA);
40. summarize major legislation that prohibits discrimination against people with disabilities and
what those laws require;
41. describe and evaluate U.S. Supreme Court decisions in cases involving people with
disabilities; and
42. interpret hypothetical cases to determine whether laws against discrimination based on
disability should apply.
43. describe who is protected from housing discrimination by the Fair Housing Act of 1968 and
its 1988 amendments;
44. define the term steering;
45. describe forms of housing discrimination and methods used to determine when it is
happening, including steering and redlining;
46. describe at least two forms of housing discrimination that are legal;
47. interpret situations to determine whether illegal housing discrimination has taken place;
48. describe the purpose of the Community Reinvestment Act of 1977 and its results; and
49. identify steps individuals should take if they have been targets of housing discrimination.
50. describe why state and local governments may provide more protections against
discrimination than the federal government; and
51. list specific steps a person can take when his or her rights have been violated.

Formative Assessment
● Constitutional Law Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity
● Class Discussions and Activities

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government
as well as local, state, and international
governments.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.1.2 Demonstrate meaningful civic participation by
analyzing local, state, national, or international issues and
policies.
SS HS.1.1.b Evaluate the structure of American
constitutional government.
SS HS.1.1.c Analyze the functions of United States
government and its outcomes.
SS HS.1.1.d Analyze the foundation, structures, and
functions of local government and its outcomes.
SS HS.1.1.e Analyze the foundation, structures, and
functions of state government and its outcomes.
SS HS.1.2.a Investigate how individuals and groups can
effectively use the structure and functions of various levels
of government to shape policy.

SS HS.1.2 Demonstrate meaningful civic
participation by analyzing local, state, national,
or international issues and policies.

SS HS.1.2.b Analyze and communicate the significance
and impacts of patriotic symbols, songs, holidays, and
activities in terms of historical, social, and cultural
contexts.
SS HS.1.2.c Engage and reflect on participation in civic
activities.

HS.4.1 (US) Analyze and evaluate patterns of
continuity and change over time in American
history.

SS HS.4.2 (US) Analyze the complexity of the
interaction of multiple perspectives to
investigate causes and effects of significant
events in the development of history.

SS HS.1.2.d Investigate an issue and communicate which
level of government is most appropriate to utilize in
addressing the issue.
SS HS.4.1.a (US) Evaluate the cause and effect of
historical events on various groups in the United States.
SS HS.4.1.c (US) Evaluate the impact of people, events,
and ideas, including various cultures and ethnic groups,
on the United States.
SS HS.4.2.a (US) Identify and evaluate how considering
multiple perspectives facilitates an understanding of
history.

SS HS.4.3 (US) Examine historical events from
the perspectives of marginalized and
underrepresented groups.

SS HS.4.3.a (US) Identify how differing experiences can
lead to the development of perspectives.
SS HS.4.3.b (US) Interpret how and why marginalized and
underrepresented groups and/or individuals might
understand historical events similarly or differently.

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 42

Immigration Law

Criminal Justice

Unit Overview
In this chapter, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● This chapter introduces students to the complex and contested issue of immigration law.
The chapter explains naturalization, visas, and asylum and challenges students to come up
with public policy for dealing with the millions of immigrants in the country without legal
status.
Vocabulary: quotas, naturalization, visa, nonimmigration visas, immigrant visas, Lawful
Permanent Resident, green card, asylum, undocumented immigrants, human trafficking, amnesty,
executive orders
Essential Question(s)
● What are the major aspects of immigration law?

Students Will Be Able To:
1. describe the role immigration has played in the creation of the U.S. as a nation;
2. explain how immigration laws are created;
3. identify the government agencies responsible for overseeing immigration; and
4. define quotas.
5. explain the two ways to become a U.S. citizen;
6. summarize the requirements and process for someone to become a naturalized U.S. citizen;
7. describe how people can become legal permanent residents, including spouses and children
of U.S. citizens; and
8. define naturalization.
9. differentiate between different types of non-immigrant visas, including visas for tourists,
students, and temporary workers;
10. describe the requirements of employer-sponsored immigrant visas;
11. explain how family-sponsored visas are determined and prioritized;
12. summarize the limits on who can receive green cards and lawful permanent resident (LPR)
status;
13. describe the purpose and requirements of the Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986;
and define the terms visa, non-immigrant visa, immigrant visa, lawful permanent resident
(LPR), and green cards.
14. list what a person has to prove if he or she is seeking asylum in the United States;
15. explain the process an asylum seeker must go through; and
16. define the terms asylum and refugee.
17. explain the circumstances that would exist for an immigrant to be undocumented;
18. describe the difficulties that undocumented immigrants experience in the U.S.; and
19. define human trafficking.
20. name the federal department and agency responsible for prosecuting immigration violations
and for detaining and removing people who are in the country illegally;
21. describe the current situation as it relates to the detention of people suspected of being
undocumented immigrants;

22. describe the rights of people accused of immigration violations;
23. explain where some people facing immigration charges may find legal help; and
24. describe the appeals process in cases where a person loses his or her removal case with
the initial immigration judge.
25. describe a range of views regarding the value that undocumented immigrants have in U.S.
society;
26. explain which level of government has traditionally had responsibility to set and enforce
immigration laws and policies;
27. formulate and express an opinion about various immigration reform proposals; and
28. summarize recent executive action on immigration.
Formative Assessment
● Contemporary Issues in Law Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity
● Class Discussions and Activities

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government
as well as local, state, and international
governments.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.1.2 Demonstrate meaningful civic participation by
analyzing local, state, national, or international issues and
policies.
SS HS.1.1.c Analyze the functions of United States
government and its outcomes.
SS HS.1.1.d Analyze the foundation, structures, and
functions of local government and its outcomes.
SS HS.1.1.e Analyze the foundation, structures, and
functions of state government and its outcomes.
SS HS.1.1.f Analyze the foundation, structures, and
functions of supranational organizations.

SS HS.1.2 Demonstrate meaningful civic
participation by analyzing local, state, national,
or international issues and policies.

SS HS.1.2.a Investigate how individuals and groups can
effectively use the structure and functions of various levels
of government to shape policy.
SS HS.1.2.d Investigate an issue and communicate which
level of government is most appropriate to utilize in
addressing the issue.

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 43

Intellectual Property

Criminal Justice

Unit Overview
In this chapter, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● This chapter provides an overview of intellectual property with sections on patents,
copyright, and trademark law. Students also learn about the challenge of dealing with
counterfeit goods.
Vocabulary: intellectual property, patents, copyrights, trademarks, infringement, novel, monopoly,
derivative works, first sale, fair use
Essential Question(s)
● What are intellectual property laws?

Students Will Be Able To:
1. define the terms intellectual property, patent, copyright, trademark, and infringement; and
2. list at least three examples of intellectual property.
3. describe the characteristics of what should be patented;
4. explain the patent process; and
5. distinguish between monopoly and public domain as they apply to patents.
6. describe how copyright works when applied to original works;
7. distinguish between patents and copyrights;
8. explain why someone would want to register a copyright;
9. explain situations when “fair use” of copyrighted material would apply; and
10. define first sale and fair use.
11. describe situations when a trademark would be used;
12. distinguish between the four categories of trademark: fanciful, arbitrary, suggestive, and
merely descriptive;
13. explain the trademark registration process; and
14. define counterfeit goods and explain the problems that occur when the public has access to
counterfeit goods.
Formative Assessment
● Contemporary Issues in Law Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity
● Class Discussions and Activities

Nebraska State Standards

Standards
None

Supporting Indicators

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 44

Law and Terrorism

Criminal Justice

Unit Overview
In this chapter, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● This chapter explains the unique legal and practical issues our country faces as part of the
War on Terror. Students learn about the laws of war and have to think about whether those
laws also apply when fighting non-state actors (who may not adhere to the laws of war).
Throughout this chapter there is a need to strike a sensible balance between security
interests and individual freedoms.
Vocabulary: habeas corpus, drones

Essential Question(s)
● How does terrorism affect your lives?

Students Will Be Able To:
1. explain how laws governing war have changed;
2. describe the debate over laws and policies put into place as part of the war on terror; and
3. define the term habeas corpus.
4. list several ways in which surveillance of ordinary people has changed since the terrorist
attacks on September 11, 2001;
5. describe the basic provisions of the USA PATRIOT Act;
6. describe the ways the USA PATRIOT Act and other laws and policies changed how the
Department of Justice, the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the National Security Agency,
and the Central Intelligence Agency work;
7. explain the purpose of the Department of Homeland Security;
8. give examples of ways the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act Court differs from regular
criminal courts in authorizing search warrants and wiretaps;
9. summarize arguments in favor of and in opposition to increased surveillance authorized by
the USA PATRIOT Act and the Protect America Act;
10. analyze the impact of Edward Snowden’s disclosures regarding intelligence gathering; and
11. define the terms FISA court and whistleblower.
12. explain how the war on terror started;
13. differentiate between the war on terror and other wars;
14. describe the role of law during times of war or armed combat;
15. explain how the U.S. has changed its approach to military action;
16. identify and explain the advantages and disadvantages of using drones in military situations;
and
17. define drones.
18. explain opposing views about whether the Geneva Conventions apply to the detainees held
at Guantánamo Bay;
19. explain the intent of and controversy associated with the Military Commissions Act (MCA);

20. describe how the Geneva Conventions as well as other laws and international treaties define
torture and penalize people who torture others;
21. take and defend a position about how the U.S. government treats people it detains in
connection with the war on terrorism; and
22. define the terms combatant, unlawful combatant, and civilian.
Formative Assessment
● Contemporary Issues in Law Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity
● Class Discussions and Activities

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government
as well as local, state, and international
governments.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.1.1.c Analyze the functions of United States
government and its outcomes.
SS HS.1.1.h Analyze United States foreign policy issues.

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 45

Rights and Responsibilities in the Workplace

Criminal Justice

Unit Overview
In this chapter, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● This chapter explores rights and responsibilities in the workplace, providing an overview of
the law that young people encounter getting, keeping and also losing a job.
Vocabulary: bona fide occupational qualifications, polygraph tests, fringe benefits, Collective
Bargaining Agreement, employments-at-will contracts, whistle-blowing, severance pay,
unemployment compensation
Essential Question(s)
● What rights do you have in the workplace?

Students Will Be Able To:
1. distinguish between appropriate and inappropriate questions that an employer may ask in a
job interview;
2. distinguish between appropriate and inappropriate tests employers may administer to
applicants for specific jobs, including polygraph tests, drug tests, and aptitude tests;
3. explain how the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) applies in employment contexts; and
4. define the terms bona fide occupational qualification (BFOQ) and polygraph test.
5. summarize the work hours, minimum wage, and overtime wage requirements of the Fair
Labor Standards Act (FLSA) and which jobs are not covered by the act;
6. list fringe benefits employers may offer to workers;
7. describe the requirements of the Family Medical Leave Act (FMLA) and which employers are
exempt;
8. debate the benefits and criticism of unions and of collective bargaining for workers;
9. differentiate between right-to-work states and non-right-to-work states;
10. summarize what union members have the right to do and what actions by unions and
employers would constitute unfair labor practices;
11. describe how the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) acts to protect
workers on the job;
12. summarize how much privacy a worker might expect regarding his or her appearance,
personnel records, medical records, drug use, use of the telephone, Internet, e-mail, and
other computer-related tasks; and
13. define the terms fringe benefits, union, collective bargaining agreement, right-to-work laws,
strikes, picketing, and unfair labor practice.
14. contrast how employees in government or union jobs may be fired or laid off with those who
have employment-at-will contracts;
15. assess the fairness and merits of at-will employment;
16. explain why whistle-blowers may be protected from being fired;
17. interpret situations to decide whether firings are legal or illegal;
18. describe how different employers may legally follow differently the procedures regarding
notification, severance pay, and extending health care benefits when they fire or lay off a
worker;

19. describe unemployment compensation and the kinds and limits of benefits one can expect;
20. list the steps a person must take to apply for unemployment benefits;
21. interpret situations to determine which employees are eligible for unemployment
compensation; and
22. define the terms employment-at-will contract, whistle-blowing, and severance pay.
Formative Assessment
● Contemporary Issues in Law Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity
● Class Discussions and Activities

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government
as well as local, state, and international
governments.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.1.1.c Analyze the functions of United States
government and its outcomes.
SS HS.1.1.d Analyze the foundation, structures, and
functions of local government and its outcomes.
SS HS.1.1.e Analyze the foundation, structures, and
functions of state government and its outcomes.

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 46

Environmental Law

Criminal Justice

Unit Overview
In this chapter, the following Enduring Understanding(s) will be discussed.
● This chapter provides an overview of major environmental law legislation, explores whether
these problems are best dealt with at the state, federal, or global level, and introduces the
challenge of climate change.
Vocabulary: environmental impact statement, point source pollution, nonpoint source pollution,
landfills, superfund sites, cooperative federalism
Essential Question(s)
● What is environmental law?

Students Will Be Able To:
1. identify early land conservation efforts in the United States;
2. describe the conditions that led to the establishment of environmental protection laws in the
1970s; and
3. define the term environment.
4. describe the provisions of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA);
5. apply NEPA to various government activities;
6. define the term environmental impact statement (EIS) and explain the EIS process; and
7. explain the function of the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ).
8. describe the hazards presented by air pollution;
9. explain factors that contribute to air pollution;
10. describe the provisions of the Clean Air Act (CAA); and
11. evaluate the impact of the CAA.
12. describe the historic practices that led to water pollution and their effects;
13. describe the provisions of the Clean Water Act (CWA) and Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA);
14. evaluate the limitations of the CWA and the SDWA; and
15. define the terms point source pollution and nonpoint source pollution.
16. describe the provisions of the Endangered Species Act (ESA); and
17. explain the role of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) and the National Marine
Fisheries Service (NMFS) in implanting the ESA.
18. provide examples of land pollution;
19. describe the provisions of the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) and
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980
(CERCLA);
20. explain the requirements of Superfund site current and posts owners to clean up and
rehabilitate the sites; and
21. investigate and discuss the disparate impact of environmental hazards on low income
communities.
22. describe the provisions of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) and explain its
connection to the environment; and

23. explain the harm caused by noise pollution and the efforts of the Federal Noise Control Act
of 1972 to reduce it.
24. provide examples of how EPA works with other agencies, industry and environmental
groups, and with state, tribal, and local governments;
25. describe the critical role played by state and tribal agencies in enforcing environmental
regulations;
26. compare the advantages and disadvantages of federal and state governments making
environmental legislation and regulations;
27. define the term cooperative federalis;
28. compare the advantages and disadvantages of cooperative federalism in making
environmental legislation and regulations; and
29. deliberate the question: "Should the federal government ban hydraulic fracturing (or
fracking)?"
30. discuss the current and possible future effects of climate change;
31. explain the scientific consensus on causes of climate change;
32. propose possible steps to mitigate climate change in a global context; and
33. describe the provisions of the Montreal Protocol.
Formative Assessment
● Contemporary Issues in Law Test

Summative Assessment
● Guided Reading Activities
● Vocabulary Activity
● Class Discussions and Activities

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government
as well as local, state, and international
governments.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.1.1.f Analyze the foundation, structures, and
functions of supranational organizations.
SS HS.1.1.h Analyze United States foreign policy issues.

