NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 1

How Geographers Look at the World

World Geography

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understandings will be discussed.
● Geographers study how people, places, and environments are distributed on Earth’s
surface.
Vocabulary: great circle route, map projections, planar projections, cylindrical projection, conic
projection, absolute location, relative location, elevation, relief, thematic map, global positioning
system (GPS), geographic information system (GIS), remote sensing, spatial perspective, site,
situation, formal region, functional region, perceptual region

Unit Essential Question(s)
● How does geography help us interpret the past, understanding the present, and plan for the
future?
Students Will Be Able To:
* describe globes, maps, and the importance of scale.
• analyze various map projections and how they are created and used.
• explain how to determine absolute and relative location.
• analyze geospatial technologies and how geographers collect data.
• describe the spatial perspective.
• identify the six elements of geography and how geography is related to other disciplines.
• describe globes, maps, and the importance of scale.
• analyze various map projections and how they are created.
• explain how to determine absolute and relative location.
• analyze geospatial technologies.
• describe the spatial perspective.
• identify the six elements of geography.
• explain geographic methods for gathering information.
• analyze how geography is related to other disciplines.

Formative Assessment
● The World Unit Test

Summative Assessment
• Guided Reading Activities
• Vocabulary Activity
• Lesson Quizzes
• Hands-On Chapter Project

Nebraska State Standards
Standards

Supporting Indicators

SS HS.3.1 Evaluate where (spatial) and why
people, places, and environments are
organized on the Earth’s surface.

SS HS.3.1.a Determine spatial organization of human
settlements in relation to natural features.

SS HS.3.2 Evaluate how regions form and
change over time.

SS HS.3.2.a Analyze physical and human processes that
shape places and regions.

SS HS.3.5 Evaluate issues and/or events using
geographic knowledge and geospatial skills to
make informed decisions.

SS HS.3.5.a Apply geographic knowledge and skills to
interpret the past and present in order to plan for the
future.

SS HS.3.1.b Analyze and explain changes in spatial
patterns as a result of the interactions among human and
physical processes.

SS HS.3.5.c Evaluate geographical information sources
for applications, credibility, and appropriateness in
displaying spatial data.

Schedule
½ Day — Introducing the Chapter
1 Day — Lesson 1
1 Day — Lesson 2
½ Day — Chapter Wrap-Up and Assessment
3 Days – Total

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 2

The Physical World

World Geography

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understandings will be discussed.
● Physical processes shape the Earth’s surface.
Vocabulary: hydrosphere, lithosphere, atmosphere, biosphere, continental shelf, core, mantel,
crust, continental drift, plate tectonics, magma, subduction, accretion, spreading, fold, fault,
faulting, weathering, erosion, glacier, moraine, water cycle, evaporation, condensation,
precipitation, desalination, groundwater, aquifer
Essential Question(s)
How does geography help us interpret the past, understand the present, and plan for the
future?
Students Will Be Able To:
• describe Earth and the solar system.
• analyze how plate tectonics and continental drift affect Earth’s surface.
• describe how the water cycle works and explain desalination.
• describe the planets and other bodies in the solar system.
• analyze the biosphere.
• describe landforms.
• describe Earth’s layers.
• explain plate tectonics and continental drift.
• describe the stages of the water cycle.
• identify Earth’s saltwater bodies and freshwater sources.
• explain how desalination works.
Formative Assessment
● The World Unit Test

Summative Assessment
• Guided Reading Activities
• Vocabulary Activity
• Lesson Quizzes

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.3.1 Evaluate where (spatial) and why
people, places, and environments are
organized on the Earth’s surface.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.3.1.a Determine spatial organization of human
settlements in relation to natural features.
SS HS.3.1.b Analyze and explain changes in spatial
patterns as a result of the interactions among human and
physical processes.

SS HS.3.2 Evaluate how regions form and
change over time.

SS HS.3.3 Analyze how the natural
environment and cultural landscape are
transformed by natural and human forces and
interpret how humans adapt to their
surroundings.

SS HS.3.5 Evaluate issues and/or events using
geographic knowledge and geospatial skills to
make informed decisions.

SS HS.3.2.b Examine the importance of places and
regions to individual and social identity and how identities
change over space and time.
SS HS.3.3.a Explain components of Earth's physical
systems and evaluate the impact of natural processes on
human environments.
SS HS.3.3.b Evaluate how humans have utilized and
adapted to their physical environment.

SS HS.3.5.a Apply geographic knowledge and skills to
interpret the past and present in order to plan for the
future.

Schedule
½ Day — Introducing the Chapter
1 Day — Lesson 1
1 Day — Lesson 2
1 Day — Lesson 3
1 Day — Chapter Wrap-Up and Assessment
4 ½ Days -- Total

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 3

Climates of the Earth

World Geography

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understandings will be discussed.
● Physical processes shape the Earth’s surface.
Vocabulary: weather, climate, axis, revolution, equinox, solstice, midnight sun, greenhouse effect,
current, prevailing wind, Coriolis effect, doldrums, El Nino, windward, leeward, rain shadow, biome,
natural vegetation, average daily temperature, oasis, prairie, coniferous, deciduous, mixed forest,
permafrost
Essential Question(s)
● Why is climate important to life on Earth?

Students Will Be Able To:
• analyze how the Earth-Sun relationship affects life on Earth.
• describe factors that affect climate.
• explain world climate patterns.
• explain how Earth’s position affects temperatures, night and day, and the seasons.
• explain the greenhouse effect.
• analyze issues surrounding global warming.
• describe the effect of latitude and elevation on climate.
• explain how wind, water, and the sun influence weather and climate.
• identify how landforms and water affect climate.
• identify climate and vegetation regions.
• explain how climates affect biomes.
• describe climate phenomena that influence climate patterns.
Formative Assessment
● The World Unit Test

Summative Assessment
• Guided Reading Activities
• Reteaching Activities
• Vocabulary Activity
• Lesson Quizzes

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.3.1 Evaluate where (spatial) and why
people, places, and environments are
organized on the Earth’s surface.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.3.1.b Analyze and explain changes in spatial
patterns as a result of the interactions among human and
physical processes.
SS HS.3.2.a Analyze physical and human processes that
shape places and regions.

SS HS.3.2 Evaluate how regions form and
change over time.
SS HS.3.3 Analyze how the natural
environment and cultural landscape are
transformed by natural and human forces and
interpret how humans adapt to their
surroundings.

SS HS.3.3.a Explain components of Earth's physical
systems and evaluate the impact of natural processes on
human environments.
SS HS.3.3.b Evaluate how humans have utilized and
adapted to their physical environment.

Schedule
½ Day — Introducing the Chapter
1 Day — Lesson 1
1 Day — Lesson 2
1 Day — Lesson 3
1 Day — Chapter Wrap-Up and Assessment
4 ½ Days — Total

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 4

The Human World

World Geography

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understandings will be discussed.
● The characteristics and distribution of cultures influence human systems.
Vocabulary: culture, language family, ethnic group, cultural region, cultural diffusion, culture
hearth, birthrate, death rate, natural increase, migration, demographic transition, doubling time,
population pyramid, population distribution, population density, unitary system, federal system,
autocracy, monarchy, oligarchy, theocracy, democracy, natural boundary, cultural boundary,
geometric boundary, traditional economy, market economy, free enterprise, capitalism, mixed
economy, command economy, more developed country, newly industrialized country, less
industrialized country, urban sprawl, connectivity, metropolitan area, central place theory, world
cities

Essential Question(s)
● How do characteristics and distribution of human populations affect human and
physical systems?

Students Will Be Able To:
• identify the elements of culture and describe how culture changes over time.
• describe population growth and movement.
• describe different types of governments.
• identify features of economic systems.
• explain world trade.
• analyze cities and their structures and functions.
• describe the elements of culture and how factors change culture over time.
• describe the process of cultural diffusion.
• analyze why culture hearths are important.
• describe how population growth varies and how models are used to trace population history.
• identify factors that influence population growth and density.
• explain why population distribution is uneven and the causes of population movement.
• explain how different types of government are structured.
• analyze how humans geography affects government.
• analyze the effects of cooperation and conflict on international relationships.
• identify characteristics of economic systems and economic activities.
• analyze how economics affects development.
• explain how and why world trade exists.
• describe structure and functions of cities.
• analyze how and why cities grow.
• identify issues common in urban areas.

Formative Assessment
● The World Unit Test

Summative Assessment
• Guided Reading Activities
• Vocabulary Activity
• Lesson Quizzes
• Hands-On Chapter Project

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government
as well as local, state, and international
governments.
HS.2.5 Explain the role of markets in
determining prices and allocating scarce goods
and services.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.1.1.f Analyze the foundation, structures, and
functions of supranational organizations.
SS HS.2.5.a Summarize the role of competition, markets,
and prices
SS HS.2.5.b Illustrate how markets determine changing
equilibrium prices through supply and demand analysis.
SS HS.2.5.c Hypothesize how competition between
sellers could result in lower prices, higher quality products,
and better customer service.
SS HS.2.5.d Investigate possible causes and
consequences of shortages and surpluses.

SS HS.2.10 Investigate how international trade
affects individuals, organizations, the domestic
economy, and other nations.

SS HS.3.1 Evaluate where (spatial) and why
people, places, and environments are
organized on the Earth’s surface.
SS HS.3.2 Evaluate how regions form and
change over time.

SS HS.2.10.a Explore comparative advantage among
different countries.
SS HS.2.10.b Analyze the impact on prices and quantities
of various trade policies, both domestically and
internationally.

SS HS.3.1.b Analyze and explain changes in spatial
patterns as a result of the interactions among human and
physical processes.
SS HS.3.2.a Analyze physical and human processes that
shape places and regions.
HS.3.2.c Evaluate the interdependence of places and
regions.

SS HS.3.4 Compare and contrast patterns of
human populations and culture over space and
time on a local, national, and global scale.

SS HS.3.4.a Compare trends in human migration,
urbanization, and demographic composition at a local,
national, and global scale over time and short-term and
long-term causes and effects.

SS HS.3.4.b Examine the spread of cultural traits and the
potential benefits and challenges of cultural diffusion,
economic development, and globalization.

HS.4.1 (WLD) Analyze and evaluate patterns
of continuity and change over time in world
history.

SS HS.3.4.c Analyze the relationships of sovereign
nations and the role of multinational organizations on
conflict and cooperation both between and within
countries.
SS HS.4.1.a (WLD) Evaluate the cause and effect of
historical events in the world.
SS HS.4.1.c (WLD) Evaluate the impact of people, events,
and ideas, including various cultures and ethnic groups,
on the world.

Schedule
½ Day — Introducing the Chapter
1 Day — Lesson 1
1 Day — Lesson 2
1 Day — Lesson 3
1 Day — Case Study
1 Day — Lesson 4
1 Day — Global Connections
1 Day — Lesson 5
½ Day — Chapter Wrap-Up and Assessment
8 Days – Total

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 5

The United States

World Geography

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understandings will be discussed.
● Certain patterns, processes, and functions help determine where people settle.
Vocabulary: tributary, headwaters, divide, fall line, hurricane, fossil fuel, Underground Railroad, dry
farming, Manufacturing Belt, Sunbelt, megalopolis, jazz, postindustrial, foreclosure, clear-cutting,
acid raid, smog, eutrophication, aqueduct
Essential Question(s)
● How do physical systems and human systems shape a place?

Students Will Be Able To:
• explain the importance of water systems and natural resources to the economy.
• describe how physical geography, immigration, and urbanization affect population distribution and cultural
diversity.
• analyze the role of the U.S. in the global economy.
• analyze efforts to address environmental issues.
• explain how the landscapes of the United States were formed.
• describe how water systems are important to the economy.
• identify natural resources in the United States.
• discuss influences on U.S. development including geography, independence, and immigration.
• explain how urbanization affects population distribution.
• describe the role of the United States in the global economy.
• identify resource management issues in the United States.
• describe how humans are responsible for pollution.
• analyze efforts to address environmental issues.
Formative Assessment
● United States and Canada Unit Test

Summative Assessment
• Guided Reading Activities
• Vocabulary Activity

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government
as well as local, state, and international
governments.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.1.1.b Evaluate the structure of American
constitutional government.
SS HS.1.1.c Analyze the functions of United States
government and its outcomes.

SS HS.1.1.f Analyze the foundation, structures, and
functions of supranational organizations.
SS HS.1.1.h Analyze United States foreign policy issues.

SS HS.3.2.c Evaluate the interdependence of places and
regions.
SS HS.3.2 Evaluate how regions form and
change over time.
SS HS.3.3 Analyze how the natural
environment and cultural landscape are
transformed by natural and human forces and
interpret how humans adapt to their
surroundings.

SS HS.3.4 Compare and contrast patterns of
human populations and culture over space and
time on a local, national, and global scale.

SS HS.3.3.a Explain components of Earth's physical
systems and evaluate the impact of natural processes on
human environments.
SS HS.3.3.b Evaluate how humans have utilized and
adapted to their physical environment.

SS HS.3.4.a Compare trends in human migration,
urbanization, and demographic composition at a local,
national, and global scale over time and short-term and
long-term causes and effects.
SS HS.3.4.b Examine the spread of cultural traits and the
potential benefits and challenges of cultural diffusion,
economic development, and globalization.
SS HS.3.5.a Apply geographic knowledge and skills to
interpret the past and present in order to plan for the
future.

SS HS.3.5 Evaluate issues and/or events using
geographic knowledge and geospatial skills to
make informed decisions.

SS HS.3.5.b Analyze how geospatial skills and
geo-literacy are applied to improve standards of living and
solve problems.

SS HS.4.1.a (WLD) Evaluate the cause and effect of
historical events in the world.
HS.4.1 (WLD) Analyze and evaluate patterns
of continuity and change over time in world
history.

SS HS.4.1.c (WLD) Evaluate the impact of people, events,
and ideas, including various cultures and ethnic groups,
on the world.
SS HS.4.2.a (WLD) Identify and evaluate how considering
multiple perspectives facilitates an understanding of
history.

SS HS.4.2 (WLD) Analyze the complexity of
the interaction of multiple perspectives to
investigate causes and effects of significant
events in the development of history.

SS HS.4.3.a (WLD) Identify how differing experiences can
lead to the development of perspectives.

SS HS.4.3 (WLD) Examine historical events
from the perspectives of diverse groups.

SS HS.4.3.b (WLD) Interpret how and why diverse groups
and/or individuals might understand historical events
similarly or differently.

Schedule
½ Day —
1 Day —
2 Days —
1 Day —
1 Day —
½ Day —

Introducing the Chapter
Lesson 1
Lesson 2
Case Study
Lesson 3
Chapter Wrap-Up and Assessment

5 Days — Total

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 6

Canada

World Geography

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understandings will be discussed.
● The physical environment affects people and their activities.
Vocabulary: timberline, chinook, tar sands, fishery, overfishing, aquaculture, Inuit, First Nation,
dominion, Quebecois, separatism, Loyalist, emigrate, old-growth forest
Essential Question(s)
● How do physical systems and human systems shape a place?

Students Will Be Able To:
• describe the physical geography of Canada and the processes that shaped it.
• analyze how climate and water systems affect the economy.
• describe the influence of the English and French on Canada.
• understand the diverse populations and cultures of Canada.
• analyze how resources and economic activities are connected.
• describe environmental issues in Canada.
• identify major landforms and how they were formed.
• describe Canada’s climate and its effects.
• identify important water systems and how they affect the economy.
• describe French and English influences in Canada’s history.
• analyze how immigration affected culture and population in Canada.
• identify how Canada developed a postindustrial market economy.
• understand how resource management and the economy are connected.
• identify ways in which activities cause pollution and climate change.
• analyze efforts to address environmental issues.

Formative Assessment
● Unit Test

Summative Assessment
• Guided Reading Activities
• Vocabulary Activity
• Lesson Quizzes

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.1.1.f Analyze the foundation, structures, and
functions of supranational organizations.

as well as local, state, and international
governments.

SS HS.3.1.a Determine spatial organization of human
settlements in relation to natural features.

SS HS.3.1 Evaluate where (spatial) and why
people, places, and environments are
organized on the Earth’s surface.

SS HS.3.1.b Analyze and explain changes in spatial
patterns as a result of the interactions among human and
physical processes.
SS HS.3.2.b Examine the importance of places and
regions to individual and social identity and how identities
change over space and time.
SS HS.3.2.c Evaluate the interdependence of places and
regions.

SS HS.3.2 Evaluate how regions form and
change over time.

SS HS.3.3 Analyze how the natural
environment and cultural landscape are
transformed by natural and human forces and
interpret how humans adapt to their
surroundings.
SS HS.3.4 Compare and contrast patterns of
human populations and culture over space and
time on a local, national, and global scale.

SS HS.3.5 Evaluate issues and/or events using
geographic knowledge and geospatial skills to
make informed decisions.

HS.4.1 (WLD) Analyze and evaluate patterns
of continuity and change over time in world
history.

SS HS.4.2 (WLD) Analyze the complexity of
the interaction of multiple perspectives to
investigate causes and effects of significant
events in the development of history.
SS HS.4.3 (WLD) Examine historical events
from the perspectives of diverse groups.

SS HS.3.3.a Explain components of Earth's physical
systems and evaluate the impact of natural processes on
human environments.
SS HS.3.4.a Compare trends in human migration,
urbanization, and demographic composition at a local,
national, and global scale over time and short-term and
long-term causes and effects
. SS HS.3.4.b Examine the spread of cultural traits and
the potential benefits and challenges of cultural diffusion,
economic development, and globalization.

SS HS.3.5.a Apply geographic knowledge and skills to
interpret the past and present in order to plan for the
future.

SS HS.4.1.a (WLD) Evaluate the cause and effect of
historical events in the world.
SS HS.4.1.c (WLD) Evaluate the impact of people, events,
and ideas, including various cultures and ethnic groups,
on the world.
SS HS.4.2.a (WLD) Identify and evaluate how considering
multiple perspectives facilitates an understanding of
history.

SS HS.4.3.a (WLD) Identify how differing experiences can
lead to the development of perspectives.
SS HS.4.3.b (WLD) Interpret how and why diverse groups
and/or individuals might understand historical events
similarly or differently.

Schedule
½ Day — Introducing the Chapter
1 Day — Lesson 1
2 Days — Lesson 2
1 Day — Case Study
1 Day — Lesson 3
½ Day — Chapter Wrap-Up and Assessment
6 Days — Total

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter7

Mexico

World Geography

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understandings will be discussed.
● The characteristics and distribution of cultures influence human systems.
Vocabulary: land bridge, seismic, vertical climate zones, mestizo, conquistador, cash crop,
syncretism, megacity, primate city, extended family, gross domestic product, maquiladora, free
trade zone, deforestation, sustainable development, land subsidence
Essential Question(s)
● How do physical systems and human systems shape a place?

Students Will Be Able To:
• describe natural features of Mexico.
• analyze how Mexico's environment affects the people that live there.
• explain the influence of indigenous peoples and Europeans on Mexico's history and culture.
• describe Mexico's population today.
• discuss Mexico's role in the global economy.
• identify causes and effects of environmental issues.
• describe the landforms, water systems, climate regions, and biomes of Mexico.
• explain the impact of Mexico's physical environment on people.
• identify natural resources in Mexico.
• discuss the influence of Native American empires and colonial rule on Mexico's history, culture,
and political and social structures.
• describe population characteristics of Mexico and how Mexican society is a blend of indigenous
and European cultures.
• explain Mexico's role in the global economy.
• describe the causes and effects of deforestation and desertification.
• explain water scarcity.
• analyze environmental issues and efforts to address them.

Formative Assessment
● Latin American Unit Test

Summative Assessment
• Guided Reading Activities
• Vocabulary Activity
• Hands-On Chapter Project

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.1.1.f Analyze the foundation, structures, and
functions of supranational organizations.

as well as local, state, and international
governments.

SS HS.3.1.a Determine spatial organization of human
settlements in relation to natural features.

SS HS.3.1 Evaluate where (spatial) and why
people, places, and environments are
organized on the Earth’s surface.

SS HS.3.2.b Examine the importance of places and
regions to individual and social identity and how identities
change over space and time.

SS HS.3.2 Evaluate how regions form and
change over time.

SS HS.3.3 Analyze how the natural
environment and cultural landscape are
transformed by natural and human forces and
interpret how humans adapt to their
surroundings.

SS HS.3.4 Compare and contrast patterns of
human populations and culture over space and
time on a local, national, and global scale.

SS HS.3.5 Evaluate issues and/or events using
geographic knowledge and geospatial skills to
make informed decisions.

HS.4.1 (WLD) Analyze and evaluate patterns
of continuity and change over time in world
history.

SS HS.4.2 (WLD) Analyze the complexity of
the interaction of multiple perspectives to
investigate causes and effects of significant
events in the development of history.
SS HS.4.3 (WLD) Examine historical events
from the perspectives of diverse groups.

SS HS.3.3.a Explain components of Earth's physical
systems and evaluate the impact of natural processes on
human environments.
SS HS.3.3.b Evaluate how humans have utilized and
adapted to their physical environment.

SS HS.3.4.a Compare trends in human migration,
urbanization, and demographic composition at a local,
national, and global scale over time and short-term and
long-term causes and effects.
SS HS.3.5.a Apply geographic knowledge and skills to
interpret the past and present in order to plan for the
future.
SS HS.3.5.b Analyze how geospatial skills and
geo-literacy are applied to improve standards of living and
solve problems.

SS HS.4.1.a (WLD) Evaluate the cause and effect of
historical events in the world.
SS HS.4.1.c (WLD) Evaluate the impact of people, events,
and ideas, including various cultures and ethnic groups,
on the world.
SS HS.4.2.a (WLD) Identify and evaluate how considering
multiple perspectives facilitates an understanding of
history.

SS HS.4.3.a (WLD) Identify how differing experiences can
lead to the development of perspectives.
SS HS.4.3.b (WLD) Interpret how and why diverse groups
and/or individuals might understand historical events
similarly or differently.

Schedule
½ Day — Introducing the Chapter
1 Day — Lesson 1
2 Day — Lesson 2
1 Day — Lesson 3
½ Day — Chapter Wrap-Up and Assessment
5 Days — Total

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 8

Central America and the Caribbean

World Geography

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understandings will be discussed.
● Culture influences people’s perceptions of places and regions.
Vocabulary: isthmus, archipelago, biodiversity, population, pressure, dialect, patois, matriarchal,
latifundia, minifundia, cottage industry, ecotourism, sedimentation, reforestation
Essential Question(s)
● How do physical systems and human systems shape a place?

Students Will Be Able To:
• describe natural features of Central America and the Caribbean.
• explain how tectonic activity shaped the landscape of the region.
• describe population patterns and economic activities of the region.
• explain causes, effects, and possible solutions of environmental issues.
• describe the landforms and water systems of the region.
• explain how tectonic activity affected the landscape of the region.
• identify how elevation, latitude, and a tropical location affect the climate of the region.
• discuss colonialism's influence on human geography.
• describe population patterns in the region.
• explain how physical geography affects the economy.
• describe the causes and effects of deforestation and soil erosion in the region.
• explain urban growth's effect on environmental issues.
• analyze efforts to address environmental issues.
Formative Assessment
● Latin American Unit Test

Summative Assessment
• Guided Reading Activities
• Vocabulary Activity

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.3.1 Evaluate where (spatial) and why
people, places, and environments are
organized on the Earth’s surface.
SS HS.3.2 Evaluate how regions form and
change over time.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.3.1.a Determine spatial organization of human
settlements in relation to natural features.

SS HS.3.2.b Examine the importance of places and
regions to individual and social identity and how identities
change over space and time.

SS HS.3.2.c Evaluate the interdependence of places and
regions.
SS HS.3.3 Analyze how the natural
environment and cultural landscape are
transformed by natural and human forces and
interpret how humans adapt to their
surroundings.
SS HS.3.4 Compare and contrast patterns of
human populations and culture over space and
time on a local, national, and global scale.

SS HS.3.5 Evaluate issues and/or events using
geographic knowledge and geospatial skills to
make informed decisions.
HS.4.1 (WLD) Analyze and evaluate patterns
of continuity and change over time in world
history.

SS HS.3.3.b Evaluate how humans have utilized and
adapted to their physical environment.

SS HS.3.4.a Compare trends in human migration,
urbanization, and demographic composition at a local,
national, and global scale over time and short-term and
long-term causes and effects.
SS HS.3.5.a Apply geographic knowledge and skills to
interpret the past and present in order to plan for the
future.

SS HS.4.1.a (WLD) Evaluate the cause and effect of
historical events in the world.
SS HS.4.1.c (WLD) Evaluate the impact of people, events,
and ideas, including various cultures and ethnic groups,
on the world.

SS HS.4.2 (WLD) Analyze the complexity of
the interaction of multiple perspectives to
investigate causes and effects of significant
events in the development of history.
SS HS.4.3 (WLD) Examine historical events
from the perspectives of diverse groups.

SS HS.4.2.a (WLD) Identify and evaluate how considering
multiple perspectives facilitates an understanding of
history.

SS HS.4.3.a (WLD) Identify how differing experiences can
lead to the development of perspectives.
SS HS.4.3.b (WLD) Interpret how and why diverse groups
and/or individuals might understand historical events
similarly or differently.

Schedule

½ Day — Introducing the Chapter
1 Day — Lesson 1
2 Days — Lesson 2
1 Day — Case Study
1 Day — Lesson 3
½ Day — Chapter Wrap-Up and Assessment
6 Days — Total

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 9

South America

World Geography

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understandings will be discussed.
● The characteristics and distribution of human populations affect physical and human
systems.
Vocabulary: cordillera, altiplano, escarpment, llanos, pampas, quipu, brain drain, uneven
development, oxisol, monoculture
Essential Question(s)
● How do physical systems and human systems shape a place?

Students Will Be Able To:
• discuss the physical geography of South America and its effects.
• discuss history, governments, and cultures of South America.
• describe environmental issues and solutions.
• explain how South America's location affects its physical geography, which affects its population patterns.
• describe how water systems are important to the economy.
• identify how climate is influenced by elevation and location and influences human systems.
• discuss how indigenous people, Europeans, and Africans shaped the history, government, and culture of
South America.
• describe population patterns influenced by geography, migration, and urban growth.
• identify agricultural and natural resources and their effect on the economy.
• describe loss of biodiversity and degradation of farmland in South America.
• identify environmental issues due to urban growth and industrialization.
• analyze efforts to address environmental issues.
Formative Assessment
● Latin American Unit Test

Summative Assessment
• Guided Reading Activities
• Vocabulary Activity
• Hands-On Chapter Project

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.3.2 Evaluate how regions form and
change over time.
SS HS.3.3 Analyze how the natural
environment and cultural landscape are
transformed by natural and human forces and

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.3.2.b Examine the importance of places and
regions to individual and social identity and how identities
change over space and time.

interpret how humans adapt to their
surroundings.

SS HS.3.3.a Explain components of Earth's physical
systems and evaluate the impact of natural processes on
human environments.
SS HS.3.3.b Evaluate how humans have utilized and
adapted to their physical environment.

SS HS.3.4 Compare and contrast patterns of
human populations and culture over space and
time on a local, national, and global scale.

SS HS.3.5 Evaluate issues and/or events using
geographic knowledge and geospatial skills to
make informed decisions.
HS.4.1 (WLD) Analyze and evaluate patterns
of continuity and change over time in world
history.

SS HS.3.4.a Compare trends in human migration,
urbanization, and demographic composition at a local,
national, and global scale over time and short-term and
long-term causes and effects.
SS HS.3.5.a Apply geographic knowledge and skills to
interpret the past and present in order to plan for the
future.

SS HS.4.1.a (WLD) Evaluate the cause and effect of
historical events in the world.

SS HS.4.2 (WLD) Analyze the complexity of
the interaction of multiple perspectives to
investigate causes and effects of significant
events in the development of history.
SS HS.4.3 (WLD) Examine historical events
from the perspectives of diverse groups.

SS HS.4.1.c (WLD) Evaluate the impact of people, events,
and ideas, including various cultures and ethnic groups,
on the world.
SS HS.4.2.a (WLD) Identify and evaluate how considering
multiple perspectives facilitates an understanding of
history.

SS HS.4.3.a (WLD) Identify how differing experiences can
lead to the development of perspectives.
SS HS.4.3.b (WLD) Interpret how and why diverse groups
and/or individuals might understand historical events
similarly or differently.

Schedule
½ Day — Introducing the Chapter
1 Day — Lesson 1
2 Day — Lesson 2
1 Day — Global Connections

1 Day — Lesson 3
½ Day — Chapter Wrap-Up and Assessment
6 Days — Total

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 10

North Europe

World Geography

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understandings will be discussed.
● Geographers organize Earth into regions that share common characteristics.
Vocabulary: glaciation, fjord, geothermal energy, hot spring, geyser, continental, entrepot,
break-of-bulk, welfare state, invasive species, ecotourism
Essential Question(s)
● How do physical systems and human systems shape a place?

Students Will Be Able To:
• describe the physical geography of Northern Europe.
• identify factors that have shaped Northern Europe and its population.
• analyze the importance of the welfare state to modern governments of Northern Europe.
• identify threats to the natural environment of Northern Europe.
• analyze the effects of climate change on Northern Europe.
• identify landforms from the last ice age and describe the relationship between glaciation and hydroelectric
power.
• describe how location affects climate and vegetation in Northern Europe.
• explain how tectonic activity affects islands and how it is related to geothermal energy.
• identify factors that have shaped Northern Europe and its population.
• analyze the importance of the welfare state to modern governments of Northern Europe.
• describe the modern economies of Northern Europe.
• identify threats to the natural environment of Northern Europe.
• analyze the effects of climate change on Northern Europe.
• describe the efforts to improve environmental quality in Northern Europe.
Formative Assessment
● European Unit Test

Summative Assessment
• Guided Reading Activities
• Vocabulary Activity

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government
as well as local, state, and international
governments.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.1.1.f Analyze the foundation, structures, and
functions of supranational organizations.
SS HS.3.1.b Analyze and explain changes in spatial
patterns as a result of the interactions among human and
physical processes.

SS HS.3.1 Evaluate where (spatial) and why
people, places, and environments are
organized on the Earth’s surface.

SS HS.3.2.b Examine the importance of places and
regions to individual and social identity and how identities
change over space and time.

SS HS.3.2 Evaluate how regions form and
change over time.

SS HS.3.3.a Explain components of Earth's physical
systems and evaluate the impact of natural processes on
human environments.

SS HS.3.3 Analyze how the natural
environment and cultural landscape are
transformed by natural and human forces and
interpret how humans adapt to their
surroundings.

SS HS.3.4 Compare and contrast patterns of
human populations and culture over space and
time on a local, national, and global scale.

SS HS.3.3.b Evaluate how humans have utilized and
adapted to their physical environment.
SS HS.3.4.a Compare trends in human migration,
urbanization, and demographic composition at a local,
national, and global scale over time and short-term and
long-term causes and effects.
SS HS.3.4.b Examine the spread of cultural traits and the
potential benefits and challenges of cultural diffusion,
economic development, and globalization.

SS HS.3.5.a Apply geographic knowledge and skills to
interpret the past and present in order to plan for the
future.
SS HS.3.5 Evaluate issues and/or events using
geographic knowledge and geospatial skills to
make informed decisions.
HS.4.1 (WLD) Analyze and evaluate patterns
of continuity and change over time in world
history.

SS HS.4.2 (WLD) Analyze the complexity of
the interaction of multiple perspectives to
investigate causes and effects of significant
events in the development of history.
SS HS.4.3 (WLD) Examine historical events
from the perspectives of diverse groups.

SS HS.4.1.a (WLD) Evaluate the cause and effect of
historical events in the world.
SS HS.4.1.c (WLD) Evaluate the impact of people, events,
and ideas, including various cultures and ethnic groups,
on the world.
SS HS.4.2.a (WLD) Identify and evaluate how considering
multiple perspectives facilitates an understanding of
history.

SS HS.4.3.a (WLD) Identify how differing experiences can
lead to the development of perspectives.
SS HS.4.3.b (WLD) Interpret how and why diverse groups
and/or individuals might understand historical events
similarly or differently.

Schedule

½ Day — Introducing the Chapter
1 Day — Lesson 1
2 Days — Lesson 2
1 Day — Lesson 3
½ Day — Chapter Wrap-Up and Assessment
5 Days — Total

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 11

Northwestern Europe

World Geography

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understandings will be discussed.
● Cooperation and conflict among people influence the division and control of the
Earth’s surface.
Vocabulary: loess, dike, polder, mistral, foehn, avalanche, Industrial Revolution, industrial
capitalism, communism, Holocaust, Cold War, devolution, guest worker, agribusiness, acid
deposition, Kyoto Protocol, cap-and-trade
Essential Question(s)
● How do physical systems and human systems shape a place?

Students Will Be Able To:
• describe the physical geography of Northwestern Europe.
• explain the importance of water in Northwestern Europe.
• describe economic activities in Northwestern Europe.
• explain why the European Union was created and the results.
• describe environmental problems and possible solutions.
• identify major landforms and their importance.
• describe the role water plays in the lives of people of Northwestern Europe.
• identify factors that affect climate in the region.
• analyze changes in human geography due to the Industrial Revolution.
• explain the creation of the European Union and its effects.
• identify factors that have affected population patterns.
• describe the basis for economic activities in the region.

Formative Assessment
● European Unit Test

Summative Assessment
• Guided Reading Activities
• Vocabulary Activities
• Lesson Quizzes

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government
as well as local, state, and international
governments.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.1.1.f Analyze the foundation, structures, and
functions of supranational organizations.

SS HS.3.1 Evaluate where (spatial) and why
people, places, and environments are
organized on the Earth’s surface.

SS HS.3.1.a Determine spatial organization of human
settlements in relation to natural features.

SS HS.3.2 Evaluate how regions form and
change over time.

SS HS.3.2.b Examine the importance of places and
regions to individual and social identity and how identities
change over space and time.

SS HS.3.1.b Analyze and explain changes in spatial
patterns as a result of the interactions among human and
physical processes.

SS HS.3.2.c Evaluate the interdependence of places and
regions.
SS HS.3.3 Analyze how the natural
environment and cultural landscape are
transformed by natural and human forces and
interpret how humans adapt to their
surroundings.

SS HS.3.4 Compare and contrast patterns of
human populations and culture over space and
time on a local, national, and global scale.

SS HS.3.3.a Explain components of Earth's physical
systems and evaluate the impact of natural processes on
human environments.
SS HS.3.3.b Evaluate how humans have utilized and
adapted to their physical environment.

SS HS.3.4.a Compare trends in human migration,
urbanization, and demographic composition at a local,
national, and global scale over time and short-term and
long-term causes and effects.
SS HS.3.4.b Examine the spread of cultural traits and the
potential benefits and challenges of cultural diffusion,
economic development, and globalization.

SS HS.3.5 Evaluate issues and/or events using
geographic knowledge and geospatial skills to
make informed decisions.
HS.4.1 (WLD) Analyze and evaluate patterns
of continuity and change over time in world
history.

SS HS.3.5.a Apply geographic knowledge and skills to
interpret the past and present in order to plan for the
future.

SS HS.4.1.a (WLD) Evaluate the cause and effect of
historical events in the world.
SS HS.4.1.c (WLD) Evaluate the impact of people, events,
and ideas, including various cultures and ethnic groups,
on the world.

SS HS.4.2 (WLD) Analyze the complexity of
the interaction of multiple perspectives to
investigate causes and effects of significant
events in the development of history.
SS HS.4.3 (WLD) Examine historical events
from the perspectives of diverse groups.

SS HS.4.2.a (WLD) Identify and evaluate how considering
multiple perspectives facilitates an understanding of
history.
SS HS.4.3.a (WLD) Identify how differing experiences can
lead to the development of perspectives.

SS HS.4.3.b (WLD) Interpret how and why diverse groups
and/or individuals might understand historical events
similarly or differently.

Schedule
½ Day — Introducing the Chapter
1 Day — Lesson 1
2 Days — Lesson 2
1 Day — Case Study
1 Day — Lesson 3
½ Day — Chapter Wrap-Up and Assessment
6 Days -- Total

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 12

Southern Europe

World Geography

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understandings will be discussed.
● Culture influences people’s perceptions of places and regions.
Vocabulary: massif, tungsten, city-state, Renaissance, complementarity, pollution hot spot

Essential Question(s)
● How do physical systems and human systems shape a place?

Students Will Be Able To:
• identify how the physical geography of Southern Europe has influenced the region.
• analyze influences on the development of Southern Europe and its cultures.
• describe economic activities in Southern Europe.
• identify causes and consequences of soil erosion and deforestation in the region.
• describe environmental issues and possible solutions.
• explain how Southern Europe is affected by its mountains.
• describe the limits of Southern Europe's rivers.
• identify characteristics of climate and vegetation in the region.
• analyze the influence of early civilizations on Southern Europe.
• explain why political and economic stability is difficult for some countries.
• identify population patterns in the region.
• identify factors that influence society and culture in the region.
• explain why services and agriculture are important to Southern Europe's economy.
• identify causes and consequences of soil erosion and deforestation in Southern Europe.
• identify contributing factors to pollution of the Mediterranean Sea.
• analyze how people in Southern Europe are working to protect the environment.
Formative Assessment
● European Unit Test

Summative Assessment
• Guided Reading Activities
• Vocabulary Activity

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government
as well as local, state, and international
governments.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.1.1.f Analyze the foundation, structures, and
functions of supranational organizations.

SS HS.3.1 Evaluate where (spatial) and why
people, places, and environments are
organized on the Earth’s surface.

SS HS.3.2 Evaluate how regions form and
change over time.

SS HS.3.3 Analyze how the natural
environment and cultural landscape are
transformed by natural and human forces and
interpret how humans adapt to their
surroundings.

SS HS.3.4 Compare and contrast patterns of
human populations and culture over space and
time on a local, national, and global scale.

HS.4.1 (WLD) Analyze and evaluate patterns
of continuity and change over time in world
history.

SS HS.4.2 (WLD) Analyze the complexity of
the interaction of multiple perspectives to
investigate causes and effects of significant
events in the development of history.
SS HS.4.3 (WLD) Examine historical events
from the perspectives of diverse groups.

SS HS.3.1.a Determine spatial organization of human
settlements in relation to natural features.
SS HS.3.1.b Analyze and explain changes in spatial
patterns as a result of the interactions among human and
physical processes.
SS HS.3.2.b Examine the importance of places and
regions to individual and social identity and how identities
change over space and time.
SS HS.3.2.c Evaluate the interdependence of places and
regions.
SS HS.3.3.a Explain components of Earth's physical
systems and evaluate the impact of natural processes on
human environments.
SS HS.3.3.b Evaluate how humans have utilized and
adapted to their physical environment.
SS HS.3.4.a Compare trends in human migration,
urbanization, and demographic composition at a local,
national, and global scale over time and short-term and
long-term causes and effects.
SS HS.3.4.b Examine the spread of cultural traits and the
potential benefits and challenges of cultural diffusion,
economic development, and globalization.
SS HS.4.1.a (WLD) Evaluate the cause and effect of
historical events in the world.
SS HS.4.1.c (WLD) Evaluate the impact of people, events,
and ideas, including various cultures and ethnic groups,
on the world.
SS HS.4.2.a (WLD) Identify and evaluate how considering
multiple perspectives facilitates an understanding of
history.

SS HS.4.3.a (WLD) Identify how differing experiences can
lead to the development of perspectives.
SS HS.4.3.b (WLD) Interpret how and why diverse groups
and/or individuals might understand historical events
similarly or differently.

Schedule
½ Day — Introducing the Chapter
1 Day — Lesson 1
2 Days — Lesson 2
1 Day — Lesson 3
½ Day — Chapter Wrap-Up and Assessment
5 Days — Total

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 13

Eastern Europe

World Geography

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understandings will be discussed.
Cooperation and conflict among people influence the division and control of Earth's surface.

Vocabulary: karst, shatter belt, Balkanization, ethnic cleansing, reforestation, meltwater

Essential Question(s)
● How do physical systems and human systems shape a place?

Students Will Be Able To:
• identify how the physical geography of Eastern Europe has influenced the region.
• identify factors that affect climate and vegetation in the region.
• describe people, empires, and conflicts that have shaped Eastern Europe.
• identify causes and consequences of deforestation and pollution in the region.
• describe environmental issues and possible solutions.
• explain how physical geography of Eastern Europe affects its connection to other subregions and human
activities.
• describe how rivers and seas impacted settlement and development.
• identify factors that affect climate and vegetation.
• identify the first residents of Eastern Europe.
• describe the influence of conflict and ethnic divisions on the history and culture of the region.
• analyze the effects of the fall of communism in the region.
• describe current population patterns.
• analyze causes and effects of deforestation in Eastern Europe.
• identify environmental effects of the communist era.
• identify causes of pollution and ways people and governments are addressing these issues.
Formative Assessment
● European Unit Test

Summative Assessment
• Guided Reading Activities
• Vocabulary Activity
• Lesson Quizzes

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.1.1.f Analyze the foundation, structures, and
functions of supranational organizations.

as well as local, state, and international
governments.
SS HS.3.1 Evaluate where (spatial) and why
people, places, and environments are
organized on the Earth’s surface.
SS HS.3.2 Evaluate how regions form and
change over time.

SS HS.3.3 Analyze how the natural
environment and cultural landscape are
transformed by natural and human forces and
interpret how humans adapt to their
surroundings.
SS HS.3.4 Compare and contrast patterns of
human populations and culture over space and
time on a local, national, and global scale.

SS HS.3.5 Evaluate issues and/or events using
geographic knowledge and geospatial skills to
make informed decisions.

HS.4.1 (WLD) Analyze and evaluate patterns
of continuity and change over time in world
history.

SS HS.4.2 (WLD) Analyze the complexity of
the interaction of multiple perspectives to
investigate causes and effects of significant
events in the development of history.
SS HS.4.3 (WLD) Examine historical events
from the perspectives of diverse groups.

SS HS.3.1.a Determine spatial organization of human
settlements in relation to natural features.
SS HS.3.2.b Examine the importance of places and
regions to individual and social identity and how identities
change over space and time.
SS HS.3.2.c Evaluate the interdependence of places and
regions.
SS HS.3.3.a Explain components of Earth's physical
systems and evaluate the impact of natural processes on
human environments.
SS HS.3.3.b Evaluate how humans have utilized and
adapted to their physical environment.
SS HS.3.4.a Compare trends in human migration,
urbanization, and demographic composition at a local,
national, and global scale over time and short-term and
long-term causes and effects.
SS HS.3.4.b Examine the spread of cultural traits and the
potential benefits and challenges of cultural diffusion,
economic development, and globalization.
SS HS.3.5.a Apply geographic knowledge and skills to
interpret the past and present in order to plan for the
future.
SS HS.3.5.b Analyze how geospatial skills and
geo-literacy are applied to improve standards of living and
solve problems.
SS HS.4.1.a (WLD) Evaluate the cause and effect of
historical events in the world.
SS HS.4.1.c (WLD) Evaluate the impact of people, events,
and ideas, including various cultures and ethnic groups,
on the world.
SS HS.4.2.a (WLD) Identify and evaluate how considering
multiple perspectives facilitates an understanding of
history.
SS HS.4.3.a (WLD) Identify how differing experiences can
lead to the development of perspectives.
SS HS.4.3.b (WLD) Interpret how and why diverse groups
and/or individuals might understand historical events
similarly or differently.

Schedule

½ Day — Introducing the Chapter
1 Day — Lesson 1
2 Days — Lesson 2
1 Day — Lesson 3
½ Day — Chapter Wrap-Up and Assessment
5 Days — Total

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 14

The Russian Core

World Geography

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understandings will be discussed.
Geographers organize Earth into regions that share common characteristics.

Vocabulary: chernozem, permafrost, continentality, czar, Russification, satellite, perestroika,
glasnost, black market, privatization, nuclear wastes, radioactive material, pesticide
Essential Question(s)
● How do physical systems and human systems shape a place?

Students Will Be Able To:
• identify the boundary between European Russia and Asian Russia.
• describe characteristics of the Caucasus region, plains areas, and rivers.
• discuss the causes and effects of the Russian Revolution and effects of the Soviet era.
• describe influences on population and culture.
• analyze the residual effects of human activities on the environment.
• describe conflict between environmental interests and economic interests.
• identify the boundary between European Russia and Asian Russia.
• describe characteristics of the Caucasus region and the plains areas.
• analyze the importance of rivers in the region.
• describe how the physical environment affects climate and vegetation in the region.
• discuss the causes and effects of the Russian Revolution.
• analyze how the Soviet era has impacted life in the region.
• analyze changes in political and economic systems in the Russian Core.
• describe influences on population and culture.
• analyze the residual effects of human activities on the environment.
• describe conflict between environmental interests and economic interests.
• identify ways people and governments are addressing environmental issues.
Formative Assessment
● European Unit Test

Summative Assessment
• Guided Reading Activities
• Vocabulary Activity
• Hands-On Chapter Project

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.1.1 Analyze the foundation, structures,
and functions of the United States government

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.1.1.f Analyze the foundation, structures, and
functions of supranational organizations.

as well as local, state, and international
governments.

SS HS.3.1.a Determine spatial organization of human
settlements in relation to natural features.

SS HS.3.1 Evaluate where (spatial) and why
people, places, and environments are
organized on the Earth’s surface.

SS HS.3.2.a Analyze physical and human processes that
shape places and regions.

SS HS.3.2 Evaluate how regions form and
change over time.

SS HS.3.2.b Examine the importance of places and
regions to individual and social identity and how identities
change over space and time.
SS HS.3.2.c Evaluate the interdependence of places and
regions.

SS HS.3.3.a Explain components of Earth's physical
systems and evaluate the impact of natural processes on
human environments.
SS HS.3.3 Analyze how the natural
environment and cultural landscape are
transformed by natural and human forces and
interpret how humans adapt to their
surroundings.

SS HS.3.3.b Evaluate how humans have utilized and
adapted to their physical environment.

SS HS.3.4.a Compare trends in human migration,
urbanization, and demographic composition at a local,
national, and global scale over time and short-term and
long-term causes and effects.
SS HS.3.4 Compare and contrast patterns of
human populations and culture over space and
time on a local, national, and global scale.

SS HS.3.4.b Examine the spread of cultural traits and the
potential benefits and challenges of cultural diffusion,
economic development, and globalization.
SS HS.3.5.a Apply geographic knowledge and skills to
interpret the past and present in order to plan for the
future.

SS HS.3.5 Evaluate issues and/or events using
geographic knowledge and geospatial skills to
make informed decisions.
HS.4.1 (WLD) Analyze and evaluate patterns
of continuity and change over time in world
history.

SS HS.4.1.a (WLD) Evaluate the cause and effect of
historical events in the world.
SS HS.4.1.c (WLD) Evaluate the impact of people, events,
and ideas, including various cultures and ethnic groups,
on the world.
SS HS.4.2.a (WLD) Identify and evaluate how considering
multiple perspectives facilitates an understanding of
history.

SS HS.4.2 (WLD) Analyze the complexity of
the interaction of multiple perspectives to
investigate causes and effects of significant
events in the development of history.

SS HS.4.3.a (WLD) Identify how differing experiences can
lead to the development of perspectives.

SS HS.4.3 (WLD) Examine historical events
from the perspectives of diverse groups.

SS HS.4.3.b (WLD) Interpret how and why diverse groups
and/or individuals might understand historical events
similarly or differently.

Schedule
½ Day — Introducing the Chapter
1 Day — Lesson 1
2 Days — Lesson 2
1 Day — Global Connections
1 Day — Lesson 3
½ Day — Chapter Wrap-Up and Assessment
6 Days — Total

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 15

North Africa

World Geography

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understandings will be discussed.
The physical environment affects people and their activities.
Vocabulary: alluvial soil, wadi, phosphate, domesticate, hieroglyphics, geometric boundary,
nationalism, nomad, Bedouin, aquifer
Essential Question(s)
● How do physical systems and human systems shape a place?

Students Will Be Able To:
• describe North Africa's landscape, how it was formed, and its importance to physical and human
systems.
• identify factors that have influenced the history, population patterns, society, and cultures of North
Africa.
• identify the characteristics of North Africa's modern economies.
• analyze water scarcity issues and how they are being addressed.
• analyze the purpose and results of the Aswān High Dam.
• discuss the environmental impacts of oil production and distribution.
• explain how tectonic plates affect landscape.
• describe why the Nile River is important to North Africa.
• describe the effects of aridity on climates and biomes.
• analyze the impact of geography on history and population patterns.
• analyze the impact of migrations and religion on population patterns, society, and cultures in the
region.
• identify characteristics of modern economies in North Africa.
• analyze water scarcity issues in North Africa.
• explain how water scarcity issues are being addressed.
• discuss the environmental effects of the Aswān High Dam.
• analyze the environmental effects of oil production in the region.
Formative Assessment
● North Africa, Southwest Asia & Central
Asia Unit Test

Summative Assessment
• Guided Reading Activities
• Vocabulary Activity

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.3.1 Evaluate where (spatial) and why
people, places, and environments are
organized on the Earth’s surface.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.3.1.a Determine spatial organization of human
settlements in relation to natural features.

SS HS.3.2 Evaluate how regions form and
change over time.

SS HS.3.2.a Analyze physical and human processes that
shape places and regions.
SS HS.3.2.b Examine the importance of places and
regions to individual and social identity and how identities
change over space and time.
SS HS.3.2.c Evaluate the interdependence of places and
regions.

SS HS.3.3 Analyze how the natural
environment and cultural landscape are
transformed by natural and human forces and
interpret how humans adapt to their
surroundings.

SS HS.3.3.a Explain components of Earth's physical
systems and evaluate the impact of natural processes on
human environments.

SS HS.3.4 Compare and contrast patterns of
human populations and culture over space and
time on a local, national, and global scale.

SS HS.3.4.a Compare trends in human migration,
urbanization, and demographic composition at a local,
national, and global scale over time and short-term and
long-term causes and effects.

SS HS.3.5 Evaluate issues and/or events using
geographic knowledge and geospatial skills to
make informed decisions.

HS.4.1 (WLD) Analyze and evaluate patterns
of continuity and change over time in world
history.

SS HS.3.3.b Evaluate how humans have utilized and
adapted to their physical environment.

SS HS.3.5.a Apply geographic knowledge and skills to
interpret the past and present in order to plan for the
future.
SS HS.3.5.b Analyze how geospatial skills and
geo-literacy are applied to improve standards of living and
solve problems.
SS HS.4.1.a (WLD) Evaluate the cause and effect of
historical events in the world.
SS HS.4.1.c (WLD) Evaluate the impact of people, events,
and ideas, including various cultures and ethnic groups,
on the world.

SS HS.4.2 (WLD) Analyze the complexity of
the interaction of multiple perspectives to
investigate causes and effects of significant
events in the development of history.
SS HS.4.3 (WLD) Examine historical events
from the perspectives of diverse groups.

SS HS.4.2.a (WLD) Identify and evaluate how considering
multiple perspectives facilitates an understanding of
history.

SS HS.4.3.a (WLD) Identify how differing experiences can
lead to the development of perspectives.
SS HS.4.3.b (WLD) Interpret how and why diverse groups
and/or individuals might understand historical events
similarly or differently.

Schedule

½ Day — Introducing the Chapter
1 Day — Lesson 1
1 Day — Lesson 2
1 Day — Global Connections
1 Day — Lesson 3
½ Day — Chapter Wrap-Up and Assessment
5 Days — Total

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 16

The Eastern Mediterranean

World Geography

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understandings will be discussed.
• The characteristics and distribution of cultures influence human systems.
Vocabulary: rift valley, kibbutz, moshav, monotheism, prophet, mosque, stateless nation, fertilizer,
pesticide, desertification, overgrazing
Essential Question(s)
● How do physical systems and human systems shape a place?

Students Will Be Able To:
• analyze the effects of mountains and water systems on human and economic activities.
• describe the climates and biomes of the Eastern Mediterranean.
• analyze the influence of religion in the Eastern Mediterranean.
• analyze causes and effects of uneven development of economies in the region.
• identify how resources in the Eastern Mediterranean are threatened.
• describe how environmental issues in the region are being addressed.
• analyze the effects of mountains on human and economic activities.
• identify the influences of water systems on human settlement and economic activities.
• describe the climates and biomes of the Eastern Mediterranean.
• analyze the influence of religion in the Eastern Mediterranean.
• identify factors that affect the population of the region.
• analyze causes and effects of uneven development of economies in the region.
• identify how resources in the Eastern Mediterranean are threatened.
• analyze human impact on the environment in the region.
• describe how environmental issues in the region are being addressed.
Formative Assessment
● North African, Southwestern Asia, Central
Asia Unit Test

Summative Assessment
• Guided Reading Activities
• Vocabulary Activity
• Lesson Quizzes
• Hands-On Chapter Project

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.3.1 Evaluate where (spatial) and why
people, places, and environments are
organized on the Earth’s surface.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.3.1.a Determine spatial organization of human
settlements in relation to natural features.

SS HS.3.2 Evaluate how regions form and
change over time.

SS HS.3.2.a Analyze physical and human processes that
shape places and regions.
SS HS.3.2.b Examine the importance of places and
regions to individual and social identity and how identities
change over space and time.
SS HS.3.2.c Evaluate the interdependence of places and
regions.

SS HS.3.3 Analyze how the natural
environment and cultural landscape are
transformed by natural and human forces and
interpret how humans adapt to their
surroundings.

SS HS.3.3.a Explain components of Earth's physical
systems and evaluate the impact of natural processes on
human environments.

SS HS.3.4 Compare and contrast patterns of
human populations and culture over space and
time on a local, national, and global scale.

SS HS.3.4.a Compare trends in human migration,
urbanization, and demographic composition at a local,
national, and global scale over time and short-term and
long-term causes and effects.

SS HS.3.3.b Evaluate how humans have utilized and
adapted to their physical environment.

SS HS.3.4.b Examine the spread of cultural traits and the
potential benefits and challenges of cultural diffusion,
economic development, and globalization.
SS HS.3.5 Evaluate issues and/or events using
geographic knowledge and geospatial skills to
make informed decisions.

HS.4.1 (WLD) Analyze and evaluate patterns
of continuity and change over time in world
history.

SS HS.3.5.a Apply geographic knowledge and skills to
interpret the past and present in order to plan for the
future.
SS HS.3.5.b Analyze how geospatial skills and
geo-literacy are applied to improve standards of living and
solve problems.
SS HS.4.1.a (WLD) Evaluate the cause and effect of
historical events in the world.
SS HS.4.1.c (WLD) Evaluate the impact of people, events,
and ideas, including various cultures and ethnic groups,
on the world.

SS HS.4.2 (WLD) Analyze the complexity of
the interaction of multiple perspectives to
investigate causes and effects of significant
events in the development of history.
SS HS.4.3 (WLD) Examine historical events
from the perspectives of diverse groups.

SS HS.4.2.a (WLD) Identify and evaluate how considering
multiple perspectives facilitates an understanding of
history.

SS HS.4.3.a (WLD) Identify how differing experiences can
lead to the development of perspectives.
SS HS.4.3.b (WLD) Interpret how and why diverse groups
and/or individuals might understand historical events
similarly or differently.

Schedule
½ Day — Introducing the Chapter
1 Day — Lesson 1
1 Day — Lesson 2
1 Day — Lesson 3
½ Day — Chapter Wrap-Up and Assessment
4 Days — Total

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 17

The Northeast

World Geography

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understandings will be discussed.
Culture influences people's perceptions of places and regions.
Vocabulary: pastoralism, natural boundary, culture hearth, cuneiform, qanat, ziggurat, embargo,
feeder stream, marsh
Essential Question(s)
● How do physical systems and human systems shape a place?

Students Will Be Able To:
• analyze the importance of the physical geography of the Northeast.
• identify factors that affect climate, history, and government in the Northeast.
• analyze how religion and ethnic diversity have influenced population patterns.
• analyze how the economies of the Northeast are shaped by oil income and water resources.
• identify reasons why the environment is at risk in the region.
• discuss how governments and people are addressing threats to the environment.
• analyze why mountains are numerous in the Northeast.
• explain why water is important to human systems in the region.
• identify factors that affect climate in the Northeast.
• identify factors that have affected history and government of the Northeast.
• analyze how religion and ethnic diversity have influenced population patterns.
• analyze how the economies of the Northeast are shaped by oil income and water resources.
• identify reasons why water resources are at risk.
• analyze causes of soil degradation, erosion, and air pollution.
• identify effects of soil degradation, erosion, and air pollution.
• discuss how governments and people are addressing threats to the environment.
Formative Assessment
● North African, Southwestern Asian, and
Central Asian Unit Test

Summative Assessment
• Guided Reading Activities
• Vocabulary Activity

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.3.1 Evaluate where (spatial) and why
people, places, and environments are
organized on the Earth’s surface.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.3.1.a Determine spatial organization of human
settlements in relation to natural features.
SS HS.3.1.b Analyze and explain changes in spatial
patterns as a result of the interactions among human and
physical processes.

SS HS.3.2 Evaluate how regions form and
change over time.

SS HS.3.2.a Analyze physical and human processes that
shape places and regions.
SS HS.3.2.b Examine the importance of places and
regions to individual and social identity and how identities
change over space and time.
SS HS.3.2.c Evaluate the interdependence of places and
regions.

SS HS.3.3 Analyze how the natural
environment and cultural landscape are
transformed by natural and human forces and
interpret how humans adapt to their
surroundings.

SS HS.3.4 Compare and contrast patterns of
human populations and culture over space and
time on a local, national, and global scale.

SS HS.3.5 Evaluate issues and/or events using
geographic knowledge and geospatial skills to
make informed decisions.
HS.4.1 (WLD) Analyze and evaluate patterns
of continuity and change over time in world
history.

SS HS.4.2 (WLD) Analyze the complexity of
the interaction of multiple perspectives to
investigate causes and effects of significant
events in the development of history.
SS HS.4.3 (WLD) Examine historical events
from the perspectives of diverse groups.

SS HS.3.3.a Explain components of Earth's physical
systems and evaluate the impact of natural processes on
human environments.
SS HS.3.3.b Evaluate how humans have utilized and
adapted to their physical environment.

SS HS.3.4.a Compare trends in human migration,
urbanization, and demographic composition at a local,
national, and global scale over time and short-term and
long-term causes and effects.
SS HS.3.4.b Examine the spread of cultural traits and the
potential benefits and challenges of cultural diffusion,
economic development, and globalization.

SS HS.3.5.a Apply geographic knowledge and skills to
interpret the past and present in order to plan for the
future.
SS HS.4.1.a (WLD) Evaluate the cause and effect of
historical events in the world.
SS HS.4.1.c (WLD) Evaluate the impact of people, events,
and ideas, including various cultures and ethnic groups,
on the world.
SS HS.4.2.a (WLD) Identify and evaluate how considering
multiple perspectives facilitates an understanding of
history.

SS HS.4.3.a (WLD) Identify how differing experiences can
lead to the development of perspectives.
SS HS.4.3.b (WLD) Interpret how and why diverse groups
and/or individuals might understand historical events
similarly or differently.

Schedule
½ Day — Introducing the Chapter
1 Day — Lesson 1
1 Day — Lesson 2
1 Day — Case Study
1 Day — Lesson 3
½ Day — Chapter Wrap-Up and Assessment
5 Days — Total

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 18

The Arabian Peninsula

World Geography

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understandings will be discussed.
• Cooperation and conflict among people influence the division and control of Earth's
surface.
Vocabulary: peninsula, arid, dune, monsoon, simooms, shamal, sheikdom, Sunni, Shia, Ibadhism,
shari’ah, choke point, geopolitics, desalination
Essential Question(s)
● How do physical systems and human systems shape a place?

Students Will Be Able To:
• identify landforms of the Arabian Peninsula and their locations and describe climate.
• analyze how the locations of bodies of water affect the connection of the peninsula to other regions.
• explain the political development of the Arabian Peninsula.
• identify factors that affect population distribution and life in the region.
• discuss the effects of the petroleum industry in the Arabian Peninsula.
• analyze how population growth is leading to a water crisis and what is being done about it.
• identify landforms of the Arabian Peninsula and their locations.
• analyze how the locations of bodies of water affect the connection of the peninsula to other regions.
• analyze how climate affects the landscape of the peninsula.
• explain the political development of the Arabian Peninsula.
• identify factors that affect population distribution in the region.
• analyze the effect of Islam on life of the people of the Arabian Peninsula.
• analyze the influence of oil on human geography of the region.
• discuss the effects of the petroleum industry in the Arabian Peninsula.
• analyze how population growth is leading to a water crisis.
• identify ways in which people and governments are working to improve the environment.
Formative Assessment
● North African, Southwestern Asian, and
Central Asian Unit Test

Summative Assessment
• Guided Reading Activities
• Vocabulary Activity
• Lesson Quizzes

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.3.2 Evaluate how regions form and
change over time.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.3.2.c Evaluate the interdependence of places and
regions.

SS HS.3.3 Analyze how the natural
environment and cultural landscape are
transformed by natural and human forces and
interpret how humans adapt to their
surroundings.

SS HS.3.4 Compare and contrast patterns of
human populations and culture over space and
time on a local, national, and global scale.

SS HS.3.3.a Explain components of Earth's physical
systems and evaluate the impact of natural processes on
human environments.
SS HS.3.3.b Evaluate how humans have utilized and
adapted to their physical environment.
SS HS.3.4.a Compare trends in human migration,
urbanization, and demographic composition at a local,
national, and global scale over time and short-term and
long-term causes and effects.
SS HS.3.4.b Examine the spread of cultural traits and the
potential benefits and challenges of cultural diffusion,
economic development, and globalization.

SS HS.3.5 Evaluate issues and/or events using
geographic knowledge and geospatial skills to
make informed decisions.
HS.4.1 (WLD) Analyze and evaluate patterns
of continuity and change over time in world
history.

SS HS.4.2 (WLD) Analyze the complexity of
the interaction of multiple perspectives to
investigate causes and effects of significant
events in the development of history.
SS HS.4.3 (WLD) Examine historical events
from the perspectives of diverse groups.

SS HS.3.5.a Apply geographic knowledge and skills to
interpret the past and present in order to plan for the
future.
SS HS.4.1.a (WLD) Evaluate the cause and effect of
historical events in the world.
SS HS.4.1.c (WLD) Evaluate the impact of people, events,
and ideas, including various cultures and ethnic groups,
on the world.
SS HS.4.2.a (WLD) Identify and evaluate how considering
multiple perspectives facilitates an understanding of
history.

SS HS.4.3.a (WLD) Identify how differing experiences can
lead to the development of perspectives.
SS HS.4.3.b (WLD) Interpret how and why diverse groups
and/or individuals might understand historical events
similarly or differently.

Schedule
½ Day — Introducing the Chapter
1 Day — Lesson 1
2 Days — Lesson 2
1 Day — Lesson 3
½ Day — Chapter Wrap-Up and Assessment
5 Days — Total

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 19

Central Asia

World Geography

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understandings will be discussed.
• Places reflect the relationship between humans and the physical environment.
Vocabulary: steppe, cereal, mujahadeen, Taliban, exclave, enclave, radioactive, material

Essential Question(s)
● How do physical systems and human systems shape a place?

Students Will Be Able To:
• describe the physical geography of Central Asia.
• analyze how water systems, climate, and natural resources affect human activity in the region.
• identify peoples who have claimed Central Asia and describe population distribution.
• describe how peoples of Central Asia live.
• analyze how Central Asian economies are created from natural resources.
• describe environmental challenges and possible solutions in Central Asia.
• identify landforms of Central Asia and their locations.
• identify important water systems in the region.
• analyze how climate and natural resources affect human activity in the region.
• identify peoples who have claimed Central Asia.
• describe the population patterns of ethnic groups in the region.
• describe how peoples of Central Asia live.
• analyze the use of natural resources in Central Asia.
• analyze how Central Asian economies are created from natural resources.
• describe environmental challenges in the region.
• identify ways in which people and governments are working to improve the environment.
Formative Assessment
● North Africa, Southwest Asia and Central
Asia Unit Test

Summative Assessment
• Guided Reading Activities
• Vocabulary Activity

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.3.2 Evaluate how regions form and
change over time.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.3.2.a Analyze physical and human processes that
shape places and regions.

SS HS.3.3 Analyze how the natural
environment and cultural landscape are
transformed by natural and human forces and
interpret how humans adapt to their
surroundings.

SS HS.3.4 Compare and contrast patterns of
human populations and culture over space and
time on a local, national, and global scale.

HS.4.1 (WLD) Analyze and evaluate patterns
of continuity and change over time in world
history.

SS HS.4.2 (WLD) Analyze the complexity of
the interaction of multiple perspectives to
investigate causes and effects of significant
events in the development of history.
SS HS.4.3 (WLD) Examine historical events
from the perspectives of diverse groups.

SS HS.3.3.a Explain components of Earth's physical
systems and evaluate the impact of natural processes on
human environments.
SS HS.3.3.b Evaluate how humans have utilized and
adapted to their physical environment.
SS HS.3.4.a Compare trends in human migration,
urbanization, and demographic composition at a local,
national, and global scale over time and short-term and
long-term causes and effects.

SS HS.4.1.a (WLD) Evaluate the cause and effect of
historical events in the world.
SS HS.4.1.c (WLD) Evaluate the impact of people, events,
and ideas, including various cultures and ethnic groups,
on the world.
SS HS.4.2.a (WLD) Identify and evaluate how considering
multiple perspectives facilitates an understanding of
history.

SS HS.4.3.a (WLD) Identify how differing experiences can
lead to the development of perspectives.
SS HS.4.3.b (WLD) Interpret how and why diverse groups
and/or individuals might understand historical events
similarly or differently.

Schedule
½ Day — Introducing the Chapter
1 Day — Lesson 1
1 Day — Lesson 2
1 Day — Lesson 3
½ Day — Chapter Wrap-Up and Assessment
4 Days — Total

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 20

The Transition Zone

World Geography

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understandings will be discussed.
• Geographers organize Earth into regions that share common characteristics.
Vocabulary: transition zone, Sahel, delta, harmattan, domesticate, animist, sanitation, patriarchal,
clan, nuclear family, oral tradition, subsistence farming, desertification
Essential Question(s)
● How do physical systems and human systems shape a place?

Students Will Be Able To:
• identify landforms and physical features that are important to the Transition Zone.
• describe the effects of climate on biomes and human activities in the Transition Zone.
• describe the peoples, empires, and kingdoms that have populated the Transition Zone.
• explain conflicts between differing cultures in the region.
• describe livelihoods such as subsistence farming and nomadic herding.
• explain desertification, the threats it poses, and how it is being addressed.
• identify landforms and physical features in the Transition Zone.
• analyze the importance of water features in the region.
• describe the effects of climate on biomes and human activities in the Transition Zone.
• describe the peoples, empires, and kingdoms that have populated the Transition Zone.
• describe life for nomadic peoples and life in large cities.
• explain conflicts between differing cultures in the region.
• describe livelihoods such as subsistence farming and nomadic herding.
• explain desertification and how it happens.
• describe the threats posed by desertification.
• identify how desertification is being addressed.
Formative Assessment
● African Unit Test

Summative Assessment
• Guided Reading Activities
• Vocabulary Activity

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.3.1 Evaluate where (spatial) and why
people, places, and environments are
organized on the Earth’s surface.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.3.1.a Determine spatial organization of human
settlements in relation to natural features.

SS HS.3.2 Evaluate how regions form and
change over time.

SS HS.3.3 Analyze how the natural
environment and cultural landscape are
transformed by natural and human forces and
interpret how humans adapt to their
surroundings.

SS HS.3.4 Compare and contrast patterns of
human populations and culture over space and
time on a local, national, and global scale.

SS HS.3.2.b Examine the importance of places and
regions to individual and social identity and how identities
change over space and time.
SS HS.3.2.c Evaluate the interdependence of places and
regions.

SS HS.3.3.a Explain components of Earth's physical
systems and evaluate the impact of natural processes on
human environments.
SS HS.3.3.b Evaluate how humans have utilized and
adapted to their physical environment.

SS HS.3.4.a Compare trends in human migration,
urbanization, and demographic composition at a local,
national, and global scale over time and short-term and
long-term causes and effects.
SS HS.3.4.b Examine the spread of cultural traits and the
potential benefits and challenges of cultural diffusion,
economic development, and globalization.
SS HS.3.4.c Analyze the relationships of sovereign
nations and the role of multinational organizations on
conflict and cooperation both between and within
countries.

HS.4.1 (WLD) Analyze and evaluate patterns
of continuity and change over time in world
history.

SS HS.4.2 (WLD) Analyze the complexity of
the interaction of multiple perspectives to
investigate causes and effects of significant
events in the development of history.
SS HS.4.3 (WLD) Examine historical events
from the perspectives of diverse groups.

SS HS.4.1.a (WLD) Evaluate the cause and effect of
historical events in the world.
SS HS.4.1.c (WLD) Evaluate the impact of people, events,
and ideas, including various cultures and ethnic groups,
on the world.
SS HS.4.2.a (WLD) Identify and evaluate how considering
multiple perspectives facilitates an understanding of
history.

SS HS.4.3.a (WLD) Identify how differing experiences can
lead to the development of perspectives.
SS HS.4.3.b (WLD) Interpret how and why diverse groups
and/or individuals might understand historical events
similarly or differently.

Schedule

½ Day — Introducing the Chapter
1 Day — Lesson 1
1 Day — Lesson 2
1 Day — Lesson 3
½ Day — Chapter Wrap-Up and Assessment
4 Days — Total

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 21

East Africa

World Geography

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understandings will be discussed.
• Places reflect the relationship between humans and the physical environment.
Vocabulary: rift valley, fault, escarpment, cataract, indigenous, lingua franca, overfarming, habitat,
carrying capacity, poaching
Essential Question(s)
● How do physical systems and human systems shape a place?

Students Will Be Able To:
• identify the landscapes of East Africa.
• analyze how climates support biomes in East Africa.
• explain why East Africa is composed of many different ethnic groups.
• describe how the economy is changing.
• explain why East Africa has had difficulties managing natural resources.
• describe environmental threats to the region and how they are being addressed.
• identify the landscapes of East Africa.
• explain how the Indian Ocean affects the region.
• analyze how climates support biomes in East Africa.
• explain why East Africa is composed of many different ethnic groups.
• analyze the population distribution of East Africa.
• describe how the economy is changing.
• explain why East Africa has had difficulties managing natural resources.
• describe environmental threats to the region.
• identify how environmental threats are being addressed.
Formative Assessment
● African Unit Test

Summative Assessment
• Guided Reading Activities
• Vocabulary Activity
• Lesson Quizzes

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.3.1 Evaluate where (spatial) and why
people, places, and environments are
organized on the Earth’s surface.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.3.1.a Determine spatial organization of human
settlements in relation to natural features.

SS HS.3.2 Evaluate how regions form and
change over time.

SS HS.3.2.b Examine the importance of places and
regions to individual and social identity and how identities
change over space and time.
SS HS.3.2.c Evaluate the interdependence of places and
regions.

SS HS.3.3 Analyze how the natural
environment and cultural landscape are
transformed by natural and human forces and
interpret how humans adapt to their
surroundings.

SS HS.3.4 Compare and contrast patterns of
human populations and culture over space and
time on a local, national, and global scale.

SS HS.3.3.b Evaluate how humans have utilized and
adapted to their physical environment.

SS HS.3.4.a Compare trends in human migration,
urbanization, and demographic composition at a local,
national, and global scale over time and short-term and
long-term causes and effects.
SS HS.3.4.b Examine the spread of cultural traits and the
potential benefits and challenges of cultural diffusion,
economic development, and globalization.
SS HS.3.4.c Analyze the relationships of sovereign
nations and the role of multinational organizations on
conflict and cooperation both between and within
countries.

HS.4.1 (WLD) Analyze and evaluate patterns
of continuity and change over time in world
history.

SS HS.4.2 (WLD) Analyze the complexity of
the interaction of multiple perspectives to
investigate causes and effects of significant
events in the development of history.
SS HS.4.3 (WLD) Examine historical events
from the perspectives of diverse groups.

SS HS.4.1.a (WLD) Evaluate the cause and effect of
historical events in the world.
SS HS.4.1.c (WLD) Evaluate the impact of people, events,
and ideas, including various cultures and ethnic groups,
on the world.
SS HS.4.2.a (WLD) Identify and evaluate how considering
multiple perspectives facilitates an understanding of
history.

SS HS.4.3.a (WLD) Identify how differing experiences can
lead to the development of perspectives.

SS HS.4.3.b (WLD) Interpret how and why diverse groups
and/or individuals might understand historical events
similarly or differently.

Schedule
½ Day — Introducing the Chapter
1 Day — Lesson 1
1 Day — Lesson 2
1 Day — Case Study
1 Day — Lesson 3
½ Day — Chapter Wrap-Up and Assessment
5 Days — Total

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 22

West Africa

World Geography

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understandings will be discussed.
• The characteristics and distribution of human populations affect physical and human
systems.
Vocabulary: reservoir, river plain, conflict diamonds, infrastructure, griot, e-commerce, carrying
capacity, erosion, fishery
Essential Question(s)
● How do physical systems and human systems shape a place?

Students Will Be Able To:
• identify the landscapes of West Africa and its major climate.
• analyze how water sources are important to the region.
• describe colonial influence on West African governments.
• analyze challenges posed by increasing populations.
• analyze the effects of economic and political factors on mismanagement of resources.
• identify serious environmental threats to West Africa and how they are being addressed.
• identify the landscapes of West Africa.
• analyze how water sources are important to the region.
• identify the major climate of West Africa.
• describe colonial influence on West African governments.
• analyze challenges posed by increasing populations.
• explain how ancient and modern ways of life coexist.
• analyze the ways in which economics and conflict intersect.
• analyze the effects of economic and political factors on mismanagement of resources.
• identify serious environmental threats to West Africa.
• identify how environmental threats are being addressed by national and international groups.
Formative Assessment
● African Unit Test

Summative Assessment
• Guided Reading Activities
• Vocabulary Activity

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.3.1 Evaluate where (spatial) and why
people, places, and environments are
organized on the Earth’s surface.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.3.1.a Determine spatial organization of human
settlements in relation to natural features.

SS HS.3.2 Evaluate how regions form and
change over time.

SS HS.3.2.b Examine the importance of places and
regions to individual and social identity and how identities
change over space and time.
SS HS.3.2.c Evaluate the interdependence of places and
regions.

SS HS.3.3 Analyze how the natural
environment and cultural landscape are
transformed by natural and human forces and
interpret how humans adapt to their
surroundings.

SS HS.3.4 Compare and contrast patterns of
human populations and culture over space and
time on a local, national, and global scale.

SS HS.3.3.b Evaluate how humans have utilized and
adapted to their physical environment.

SS HS.3.4.a Compare trends in human migration,
urbanization, and demographic composition at a local,
national, and global scale over time and short-term and
long-term causes and effects.
SS HS.3.4.b Examine the spread of cultural traits and the
potential benefits and challenges of cultural diffusion,
economic development, and globalization.
SS HS.3.4.c Analyze the relationships of sovereign
nations and the role of multinational organizations on
conflict and cooperation both between and within
countries.

HS.4.1 (WLD) Analyze and evaluate patterns
of continuity and change over time in world
history.

SS HS.4.2 (WLD) Analyze the complexity of
the interaction of multiple perspectives to
investigate causes and effects of significant
events in the development of history.
SS HS.4.3 (WLD) Examine historical events
from the perspectives of diverse groups.

SS HS.4.1.a (WLD) Evaluate the cause and effect of
historical events in the world.
SS HS.4.1.c (WLD) Evaluate the impact of people, events,
and ideas, including various cultures and ethnic groups,
on the world.
SS HS.4.2.a (WLD) Identify and evaluate how considering
multiple perspectives facilitates an understanding of
history.

SS HS.4.3.a (WLD) Identify how differing experiences can
lead to the development of perspectives.

SS HS.4.3.b (WLD) Interpret how and why diverse groups
and/or individuals might understand historical events
similarly or differently.

Schedule
½ Day — Introducing the Chapter
1 Day — Lesson 1
1 Day — Lesson 2
1 Day — Global Connections
1 Day — Lesson 3
½ Day — Chapter Wrap-Up and Assessment
5 Days — Total

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 23

Equatorial Africa

World Geography

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understandings will be discussed.
• The physical environment affects people and their activities.
Vocabulary: basin, montane, canopy, understory, cash crop, plantation, internally displaced
person, biofuel
Essential Question(s)
● How do physical systems and human systems shape a place?

Students Will Be Able To:
• analyze the effect the Congo River and Congo Basin have on life in the region.
• analyze the life forms of the tropical rain forest and how they are connected.
• identify challenges faced by democratic governments.
• analyze how cultures and conflict exist together.
• identify factors that contribute to the mismanagement of resources.
• identify serious environmental threats to Equatorial Africa and how they are being addressed.
• identify the dominant landform of Equatorial Africa.
• analyze the effect the Congo River has on life in the region.
• analyze the life forms of the tropical rain forest and how they are connected.
• identify challenges faced by democratic governments.
• analyze how geography influences settlement patterns.
• analyze how cultures and conflict exist together.
• identify the different economic activities and the resources that support them.
• identify factors that contribute to the mismanagement of resources.
• identify serious environmental threats to Equatorial Africa.
• identify how environmental threats are being addressed by different groups.
Formative Assessment
● African Unit Test

Summative Assessment
• Guided Reading Activities
• Vocabulary Activity
• Lesson Quizzes

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.3.1 Evaluate where (spatial) and why
people, places, and environments are
organized on the Earth’s surface.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.3.1.a Determine spatial organization of human
settlements in relation to natural features.

SS HS.3.2 Evaluate how regions form and
change over time.

SS HS.3.2.a Analyze physical and human processes that
shape places and regions.
SS HS.3.2.b Examine the importance of places and
regions to individual and social identity and how identities
change over space and time.

SS HS.3.3 Analyze how the natural
environment and cultural landscape are
transformed by natural and human forces and
interpret how humans adapt to their
surroundings.

SS HS.3.4 Compare and contrast patterns of
human populations and culture over space and
time on a local, national, and global scale.

SS HS.3.3.a Explain components of Earth's physical
systems and evaluate the impact of natural processes on
human environments.
SS HS.3.3.b Evaluate how humans have utilized and
adapted to their physical environment.

SS HS.3.4.a Compare trends in human migration,
urbanization, and demographic composition at a local,
national, and global scale over time and short-term and
long-term causes and effects.
SS HS.3.4.b Examine the spread of cultural traits and the
potential benefits and challenges of cultural diffusion,
economic development, and globalization.
SS HS.3.4.c Analyze the relationships of sovereign
nations and the role of multinational organizations on
conflict and cooperation both between and within
countries.

HS.4.1 (WLD) Analyze and evaluate patterns
of continuity and change over time in world
history.

SS HS.4.1.a (WLD) Evaluate the cause and effect of
historical events in the world.
SS HS.4.1.c (WLD) Evaluate the impact of people, events,
and ideas, including various cultures and ethnic groups,
on the world.

SS HS.4.2 (WLD) Analyze the complexity of
the interaction of multiple perspectives to
investigate causes and effects of significant
events in the development of history.
SS HS.4.3 (WLD) Examine historical events
from the perspectives of diverse groups.

SS HS.4.2.a (WLD) Identify and evaluate how considering
multiple perspectives facilitates an understanding of
history.

SS HS.4.3.a (WLD) Identify how differing experiences can
lead to the development of perspectives.
SS HS.4.3.b (WLD) Interpret how and why diverse groups
and/or individuals might understand historical events
similarly or differently.

Schedule

½ Day — Introducing the Chapter
1 Day — Lesson 1
1 Day — Lesson 2
1 Day — Lesson 3
½ Day — Chapter Wrap-Up and Assessment
4 Days — Total

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 24

Southern Africa

World Geography

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understandings will be discussed.
• The characteristics and distribution of human populations affect physical and human
systems.
Vocabulary: escarpment, delta, Mediterranean climate, rain shadow, urbanization, sanitation,
subsistence farming, commercial farming, shifting cultivation, groundwater
Essential Question(s)
● How do physical systems and human systems shape a place?

Students Will Be Able To:
• describe the physical geography of Southern Africa and the value of its rivers.
• describe how the biomes are affected by the climates in Southern Africa.
• analyze the effects of different cultures on Southern Africa and the importance of family.
• identify mining as a major economic activity in the region and analyze why it is difficult to manage
resources.
• describe the impact of environmental issues on life in Southern Africa and how the issues are
being addressed.
• describe the physical geography of Southern Africa.
• analyze the value of Southern Africa's rivers.
• describe how the biomes are affected by the climates in Southern Africa.
• analyze the effects of different cultures on Southern Africa.
• identify factors that influence settlement patterns.
• describe the role of the family in Southern Africa cultures.
• identify mining as a major economic activity in the region.
• analyze why it is difficult to manage resources in Southern Africa.
• describe the impact of environmental issues on life in Southern Africa.
• identify ways in which organizations are addressing environmental issues.
Formative Assessment
● Unit Test

Summative Assessment
• Guided Reading Activities
• Vocabulary Activity
• Lesson Quizzes
• Hands-On Chapter Project

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.3.1 Evaluate where (spatial) and why
people, places, and environments are
organized on the Earth’s surface.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.3.1.a Determine spatial organization of human
settlements in relation to natural features.

SS HS.3.2 Evaluate how regions form and
change over time.

SS HS.3.2.a Analyze physical and human processes that
shape places and regions.
SS HS.3.2.b Examine the importance of places and
regions to individual and social identity and how identities
change over space and time.
SS HS.3.2.c Evaluate the interdependence of places and
regions.

SS HS.3.3 Analyze how the natural
environment and cultural landscape are
transformed by natural and human forces and
interpret how humans adapt to their
surroundings.

SS HS.3.3.a Explain components of Earth's physical
systems and evaluate the impact of natural processes on
human environments.

SS HS.3.4 Compare and contrast patterns of
human populations and culture over space and
time on a local, national, and global scale.

SS HS.3.4.a Compare trends in human migration,
urbanization, and demographic composition at a local,
national, and global scale over time and short-term and
long-term causes and effects.

SS HS.3.3.b Evaluate how humans have utilized and
adapted to their physical environment.

SS HS.3.4.b Examine the spread of cultural traits and the
potential benefits and challenges of cultural diffusion,
economic development, and globalization.
SS HS.3.4.c Analyze the relationships of sovereign
nations and the role of multinational organizations on
conflict and cooperation both between and within
countries.
HS.4.1 (WLD) Analyze and evaluate patterns
of continuity and change over time in world
history.

S
S HS.4.2 (WLD) Analyze the complexity of the
interaction of multiple perspectives to
investigate causes and effects of significant
events in the development of history.
SS HS.4.3 (WLD) Examine historical events
from the perspectives of diverse groups.

SS HS.4.1.a (WLD) Evaluate the cause and effect of
historical events in the world.
SS HS.4.1.c (WLD) Evaluate the impact of people, events,
and ideas, including various cultures and ethnic groups,
on the world.
SS HS.4.2.a (WLD) Identify and evaluate how considering
multiple perspectives facilitates an understanding of
history.

SS HS.4.3.a (WLD) Identify how differing experiences can
lead to the development of perspectives.
SS HS.4.3.b (WLD) Interpret how and why diverse groups
and/or individuals might understand historical events
similarly or differently.

Schedule
½ Day — Introducing the Chapter
1 Day — Lesson 1
1 Day — Lesson 2
1 Day — Lesson 3
½ Day — Chapter Wrap-Up and Assessment
4 Days — Total

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 25

India

World Geography

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understandings will be discussed.
• The characteristics and distribution of human populations affect physical and human
systems.
Vocabulary: subcontinent, alluvial plain, monsoon, cyclone, tsunami, jati, mercantilism,
imperialism, reincarnation, karma, panchayat, green revolution, cottage industry, pesticide,
ecotourism
Essential Question(s)
● How do physical systems and human systems shape a place?

Students Will Be Able To:
• examine how people in India use the alluvial plain and the sea.
• explain how monsoon winds affect the weather.
• describe how India gained its independence.
• analyze how population pressures affect life in India.
• describe the importance of Indian agriculture.
• analyze the effects of environmental and resource management issues in India.
Formative Assessment
● Southern Asia Unit Test

Summative Assessment
• Guided Reading Activities
• Vocabulary Activity
• Hands-On Chapter Project

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.3.2 Evaluate how regions form and
change over time.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.3.2.a Analyze physical and human processes that
shape places and regions.
SS HS.3.2.b Examine the importance of places and
regions to individual and social identity and how identities
change over space and time.
SS HS.3.2.c Evaluate the interdependence of places and
regions.

SS HS.3.3 Analyze how the natural
environment and cultural landscape are
transformed by natural and human forces and

SS HS.3.3.a Explain components of Earth's physical
systems and evaluate the impact of natural processes on
human environments.

interpret how humans adapt to their
surroundings.

SS HS.3.4 Compare and contrast patterns of
human populations and culture over space and
time on a local, national, and global scale.

SS HS.3.3.b Evaluate how humans have utilized and
adapted to their physical environment.

SS HS.3.4.a Compare trends in human migration,
urbanization, and demographic composition at a local,
national, and global scale over time and short-term and
long-term causes and effects.
SS HS.3.4.b Examine the spread of cultural traits and the
potential benefits and challenges of cultural diffusion,
economic development, and globalization.

HS.4.1 (WLD) Analyze and evaluate patterns
of continuity and change over time in world
history.

SS HS.4.2 (WLD) Analyze the complexity of
the interaction of multiple perspectives to
investigate causes and effects of significant
events in the development of history.
SS HS.4.3 (WLD) Examine historical events
from the perspectives of diverse groups.

SS HS.3.4.c Analyze the relationships of sovereign
nations and the role of multinational organizations on
conflict and cooperation both between and within
countries.

SS HS.4.1.a (WLD) Evaluate the cause and effect of
historical events in the world.
SS HS.4.1.c (WLD) Evaluate the impact of people, events,
and ideas, including various cultures and ethnic groups,
on the world.
SS HS.4.2.a (WLD) Identify and evaluate how considering
multiple perspectives facilitates an understanding of
history.

SS HS.4.3.a (WLD) Identify how differing experiences can
lead to the development of perspectives.
SS HS.4.3.b (WLD) Interpret how and why diverse groups
and/or individuals might understand historical events
similarly or differently.

Schedule
½ Day — Introducing the Chapter
1 Day — Lesson 1
1 Day — Lesson 2
1 Day — Case Study
1 Day — Lesson 3
½ Day — Chapter Wrap-Up and Assessment
5 Days — Total

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 26

Pakistan and Bangladesh

World Geography

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understandings will be discussed.
• The characteristics and distribution of human populations affect physical and human
systems.
Vocabulary: delta, floodplain, total fertility rate, jute, sustainable development, hydroelectric power

Essential Question(s)
● How do physical systems and human systems shape a place?

Students Will Be Able To:
• identify the landforms and rivers that are important to the region.
• explain how Pakistan and Bangladesh were formed.
• identify the effects of a high population density.
• identify the major industries in the two countries.
• identify challenges to sustainable development and sufficient potable water.
• identify how governments are working to improve the environment.
• identify the landforms that dominate Pakistan and Bangladesh.
• analyze how rivers are important to the two countries.
• identify the major natural resources that Bangladesh and Pakistan rely on.
• explain how Pakistan and Bangladesh were formed.
• identify the effects of a high population density.
• compare and contrast life in Pakistan and Bangladesh.
• identify the major industries in the two countries.
• identify challenges to sustainable development in the region.
• explain why there is a water shortage in Pakistan and Bangladesh.
• identify how governments are working to improve the environment.
Formative Assessment
● Southern Asia Unit Test

Summative Assessment
• Guided Reading Activities
• Vocabulary Activity

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.3.1 Evaluate where (spatial) and why
people, places, and environments are
organized on the Earth’s surface.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.3.1.a Determine spatial organization of human
settlements in relation to natural features.

SS HS.3.2.a Analyze physical and human processes that
shape places and regions.

SS HS.3.2 Evaluate how regions form and
change over time.

SS HS.3.2.b Examine the importance of places and
regions to individual and social identity and how identities
change over space and time.
SS HS.3.2.c Evaluate the interdependence of places and
regions.

SS HS.3.3 Analyze how the natural
environment and cultural landscape are
transformed by natural and human forces and
interpret how humans adapt to their
surroundings.

SS HS.3.4 Compare and contrast patterns of
human populations and culture over space and
time on a local, national, and global scale.

SS HS.3.3.a Explain components of Earth's physical
systems and evaluate the impact of natural processes on
human environments.
SS HS.3.3.b Evaluate how humans have utilized and
adapted to their physical environment.

SS HS.3.4.a Compare trends in human migration,
urbanization, and demographic composition at a local,
national, and global scale over time and short-term and
long-term causes and effects.
SS HS.3.4.b Examine the spread of cultural traits and the
potential benefits and challenges of cultural diffusion,
economic development, and globalization.
SS HS.3.4.c Analyze the relationships of sovereign
nations and the role of multinational organizations on
conflict and cooperation both between and within
countries.
SS HS.4.1.a (WLD) Evaluate the cause and effect of
historical events in the world.

HS.4.1 (WLD) Analyze and evaluate patterns
of continuity and change over time in world
history.

SS HS.4.1.c (WLD) Evaluate the impact of people, events,
and ideas, including various cultures and ethnic groups,
on the world.
SS HS.4.2.a (WLD) Identify and evaluate how considering
multiple perspectives facilitates an understanding of
history.

SS HS.4.2 (WLD) Analyze the complexity of
the interaction of multiple perspectives to
investigate causes and effects of significant
events in the development of history.
SS HS.4.3 (WLD) Examine historical events
from the perspectives of diverse groups.

SS HS.4.3.a (WLD) Identify how differing experiences can
lead to the development of perspectives.
SS HS.4.3.b (WLD) Interpret how and why diverse groups
and/or individuals might understand historical events
similarly or differently.

Schedule
½ Day — Introducing the Chapter
1 Day — Lesson 1
1 Day — Lesson 2
1 Day — Global Connections
1 Day — Lesson 3
½ Day — Chapter Wrap-Up and Assessment
5 Days — Total

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 27

Bhutan, Maldives, Nepal, and Sri Lanka

World Geography

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understandings will be discussed.
• Places reflect the relationship between humans and the physical environment.
Vocabulary: aquifer, cowrie shell, lama, mantra, stupa, dzong, clear-cutting, organic farming

Essential Question(s)
● How do physical systems and human systems shape a place?

Students Will Be Able To:
• identify landforms, rivers, and oceans and how they affect life in the region.
• explain how topography, climate, and settlement are connected.
• explain how modern countries in the region were formed.
• identify key economic activities in the region.
• analyze decentralization and its effect on resource management in Nepal and Bhutan.
• identify the environmental challenges in the region and efforts to address them.
• identify landforms and how they affect life in the region.
• describe dependence on rivers and oceans.
• explain how topography and climate are connected.
• explain how modern countries in the region were formed.
• describe how topography affects settlement patterns in the region.
• analyze the coexistence and conflicts between cultures in the region.
• identify key economic activities in the region.
• analyze decentralization and its effect on resource management in Nepal and Bhutan.
• identify the environmental challenges in the region.
• describe ways in which governments are addressing environmental issues.
Formative Assessment
● Southern Asia Unit Test

Summative Assessment
• Guided Reading Activities
• Vocabulary Activity
• Lesson Quizzes

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.3.1 Evaluate where (spatial) and why
people, places, and environments are
organized on the Earth’s surface.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.3.1.a Determine spatial organization of human
settlements in relation to natural features.

SS HS.3.2 Evaluate how regions form and
change over time.

SS HS.3.2.a Analyze physical and human processes that
shape places and regions.
SS HS.3.2.b Examine the importance of places and
regions to individual and social identity and how identities
change over space and time.
SS HS.3.2.c Evaluate the interdependence of places and
regions.

SS HS.3.3 Analyze how the natural
environment and cultural landscape are
transformed by natural and human forces and
interpret how humans adapt to their
surroundings.

SS HS.3.4 Compare and contrast patterns of
human populations and culture over space and
time on a local, national, and global scale.

SS HS.3.3.a Explain components of Earth's physical
systems and evaluate the impact of natural processes on
human environments.
SS HS.3.3.b Evaluate how humans have utilized and
adapted to their physical environment.

SS HS.3.4.a Compare trends in human migration,
urbanization, and demographic composition at a local,
national, and global scale over time and short-term and
long-term causes and effects.
SS HS.3.4.b Examine the spread of cultural traits and the
potential benefits and challenges of cultural diffusion,
economic development, and globalization.
SS HS.3.4.c Analyze the relationships of sovereign
nations and the role of multinational organizations on
conflict and cooperation both between and within
countries.

HS.4.1 (WLD) Analyze and evaluate patterns
of continuity and change over time in world
history.

SS HS.4.2 (WLD) Analyze the complexity of
the interaction of multiple perspectives to
investigate causes and effects of significant
events in the development of history.
SS HS.4.3 (WLD) Examine historical events
from the perspectives of diverse groups.

SS HS.4.1.a (WLD) Evaluate the cause and effect of
historical events in the world.
SS HS.4.1.c (WLD) Evaluate the impact of people, events,
and ideas, including various cultures and ethnic groups,
on the world.
SS HS.4.2.a (WLD) Identify and evaluate how considering
multiple perspectives facilitates an understanding of
history.

SS HS.4.3.a (WLD) Identify how differing experiences can
lead to the development of perspectives.
SS HS.4.3.b (WLD) Interpret how and why diverse groups
and/or individuals might understand historical events
similarly or differently.

Schedule
½ Day — Introducing the Chapter
1 Day — Lesson 1
1 Day — Lesson 2
1 Day — Lesson 3
½ Day — Chapter Wrap-Up and Assessment
4 Days — Total

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 28

China and Mongolia

World Geography

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understandings will be discussed.
• The characteristics and distribution of human populations affect physical and human systems.
Vocabulary: range, loess, monsoon, typhoon, dynasty, aborigine, ideogram, atheist, commune,
merchant marine, dissent, economic sanctions, Special Economic Zone (SEZ), nuclear
Essential Question(s)
● How do physical systems and human systems shape a place?

Students Will Be Able To:
• identify the landforms and major rivers in China and Mongolia and how they influence life.
• identify minerals and resources that are important to the region.
• identify factors that influence climate and vegetation in the region.
• describe urban and rural population patterns and ethnic groups.
• analyze China's economic activity in relation to other nations.
• explain how rapid industrialization affects the environment and how issues are being addressed.
• identify the landforms in China.
• analyze how major rivers influence how people live.
• identify minerals and resources that are important in China's and Mongolia's economy.
• identify factors that influence climate and vegetation in the region.
• describe urban and rural population patterns.
• identify major ethnic groups in China and Mongolia.
• describe the government structures.
• analyze modern changes to government and the economy.
• analyze China's and Mongolia's economic activity in relation to other countries.
• explain how rapid industrialization affects the environment in China and Mongolia.
• identify how the governments and the people are addressing environmental issues.
Formative Assessment
● Eastern Asia Unit Test

Summative Assessment
• Guided Reading Activities
• Vocabulary Activity
• Hands-On Chapter Project

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.3.1 Evaluate where (spatial) and why
people, places, and environments are
organized on the Earth’s surface.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.3.1.a Determine spatial organization of human
settlements in relation to natural features.

SS HS.3.2 Evaluate how regions form and
change over time.

SS HS.3.2.a Analyze physical and human processes that
shape places and regions.
SS HS.3.2.b Examine the importance of places and
regions to individual and social identity and how identities
change over space and time.
SS HS.3.2.c Evaluate the interdependence of places and
regions.

SS HS.3.3 Analyze how the natural
environment and cultural landscape are
transformed by natural and human forces and
interpret how humans adapt to their
surroundings.

SS HS.3.4 Compare and contrast patterns of
human populations and culture over space and
time on a local, national, and global scale.

SS HS.3.3.a Explain components of Earth's physical
systems and evaluate the impact of natural processes on
human environments.

SS HS.3.4.a Compare trends in human migration,
urbanization, and demographic composition at a local,
national, and global scale over time and short-term and
long-term causes and effects.
SS HS.3.4.b Examine the spread of cultural traits and the
potential benefits and challenges of cultural diffusion,
economic development, and globalization.

SS HS.3.5 Evaluate issues and/or events using
geographic knowledge and geospatial skills to
make informed decisions.
HS.4.1 (WLD) Analyze and evaluate patterns
of continuity and change over time in world
history.

SS HS.3.4.c Analyze the relationships of sovereign
nations and the role of multinational organizations on
conflict and cooperation both between and within
countries.

SS HS.3.5.a Apply geographic knowledge and skills to
interpret the past and present in order to plan for the
future.
SS HS.4.1.a (WLD) Evaluate the cause and effect of
historical events in the world.

SS HS.4.2 (WLD) Analyze the complexity of
the interaction of multiple perspectives to
investigate causes and effects of significant
events in the development of history.
SS HS.4.3 (WLD) Examine historical events
from the perspectives of diverse groups.

SS HS.4.1.c (WLD) Evaluate the impact of people, events,
and ideas, including various cultures and ethnic groups,
on the world.
SS HS.4.2.a (WLD) Identify and evaluate how considering
multiple perspectives facilitates an understanding of
history.
S

S HS.4.3.a (WLD) Identify how differing experiences can
lead to the development of perspectives.
SS HS.4.3.b (WLD) Interpret how and why diverse groups
and/or individuals might understand historical events
similarly or differently.

Schedule
½ Day — Introducing the Chapter
1 Day — Lesson 1
2 Days — Lesson 2
1 Day — Case Study
1 Day — Lesson 3
½ Day — Chapter Wrap-Up and Assessment
6 Days — Total

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 29

Japan

World Geography

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understandings will be discussed.
• Culture influences people’s perceptions of places and regions.
Vocabulary: archipelago, tsunami, clan, samurai, acculturation, trade surplus, aquaculture,
supertrawler, chlorofluorocarbon (CFC)
Essential Question(s)
● How do physical systems and human systems shape a place?

Students Will Be Able To:
• analyze the effect of tectonic activity on life in Japan.
• identify the major climate regions and biomes and how oceanic winds affect weather.
• explain why Japan has been both an open and a closed country at different times.
• describe the impacts of ancient and modern traditions on culture and population density on life.
• describe how the economy of Japan has been shaped by industrialization.
• identify threats to Japan's environment and resources and how they are being addressed.
• analyze the effect of tectonic activity on life in Japan.
• identify the major climate regions of Japan.
• explain the effect of oceanic currents on seasonal weather patterns.
• identify major biomes in Japan.
• explain why Japan has been both an open and a closed country at different times.
• describe the impacts of both ancient and modern traditions on culture in Japan.
• analyze the impact of population density on life and technology.
• describe how the economy of Japan has been shaped by industrialization.
• identify threats to Japan's resources.
• analyze human impact on the environment in Japan.
• explain actions being taken to address environmental issues.
Formative Assessment
● Eastern Asia Unit Test

Summative Assessment
• Guided Reading Activities
• Vocabulary Activity
• Lesson Quizzes

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.3.1 Evaluate where (spatial) and why
people, places, and environments are
organized on the Earth’s surface.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.3.1.b Analyze and explain changes in spatial
patterns as a result of the interactions among human and
physical processes.

SS HS.3.2 Evaluate how regions form and
change over time.

SS HS.3.3 Analyze how the natural
environment and cultural landscape are
transformed by natural and human forces and
interpret how humans adapt to their
surroundings.
SS HS.3.4 Compare and contrast patterns of
human populations and culture over space and
time on a local, national, and global scale.

SS HS.3.2.b Examine the importance of places and
regions to individual and social identity and how identities
change over space and time.
SS HS.3.2.c Evaluate the interdependence of places and
regions.
SS HS.3.3.b Evaluate how humans have utilized and
adapted to their physical environment.

SS HS.3.4.a Compare trends in human migration,
urbanization, and demographic composition at a local,
national, and global scale over time and short-term and
long-term causes and effects.
SS HS.3.4.b Examine the spread of cultural traits and the
potential benefits and challenges of cultural diffusion,
economic development, and globalization.

SS HS.3.5 Evaluate issues and/or events using
geographic knowledge and geospatial skills to
make informed decisions.

SS HS.3.5.a Apply geographic knowledge and skills to
interpret the past and present in order to plan for the
future.
SS HS.3.5.b Analyze how geospatial skills and
geo-literacy are applied to improve standards of living and
solve problems.

HS.4.1 (WLD) Analyze and evaluate patterns
of continuity and change over time in world
history.

SS HS.4.1.a (WLD) Evaluate the cause and effect of
historical events in the world.
SS HS.4.1.c (WLD) Evaluate the impact of people, events,
and ideas, including various cultures and ethnic groups,
on the world.

SS HS.4.2 (WLD) Analyze the complexity of
the interaction of multiple perspectives to
investigate causes and effects of significant
events in the development of history.
SS HS.4.3 (WLD) Examine historical events
from the perspectives of diverse groups.

SS HS.4.2.a (WLD) Identify and evaluate how considering
multiple perspectives facilitates an understanding of
history.

SS HS.4.3.a (WLD) Identify how differing experiences can
lead to the development of perspectives.
SS HS.4.3.b (WLD) Interpret how and why diverse groups
and/or individuals might understand historical events
similarly or differently.

Schedule
½ Day — Introducing the Chapter
1 Day — Lesson 1
1 Day — Global Connections
2 Days — Lesson 2
1 Day — Lesson 3
½ Day — Chapter Wrap-Up and Assessment
6 Days — Total

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 30

The Koreas

World Geography

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understandings will be discussed.
• Cooperation and conflict among people influence the division and control of Earth’s surface.
Vocabulary: islet, aquaculture, coup, cultural divergence, deforestation, drift-net fishing, fertilizer

Essential Question(s)
● How do physical systems and human systems shape a place?

Students Will Be Able To:
• describe the physical geography, climates, and biomes of the Korean Peninsula.
• identify shared and separate natural resources.
• describe where people live on the Korean Peninsula.
• identify influences on art and culture in the region.
• explain how the major industries have changed.
• identify current threats to the Korean Peninsula and how they are being addressed.
• describe the physical geography of the Korean Peninsula.
• explain the change in climate as one travels north.
• describe how the biomes are different in the north and the south.
• identify shared and separate natural resources.
• analyze the different directions North and South Korea are taking.
• describe where people live on the Korean Peninsula.
• identify influences on art and culture in the region.
• explain how the major industries have changed.
• identify current threats to the Korean Peninsula.
• describe how people impact the environment in the region.
• identify ways in which governments and people are addressing environmental issues.
Formative Assessment
● Eastern Asia Unit Test

Summative Assessment
• Guided Reading Activities
• Vocabulary Activity

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.3.1 Evaluate where (spatial) and why
people, places, and environments are
organized on the Earth’s surface.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.3.1.a Determine spatial organization of human
settlements in relation to natural features.

SS HS.3.2 Evaluate how regions form and
change over time.
SS HS.3.3 Analyze how the natural
environment and cultural landscape are
transformed by natural and human forces and
interpret how humans adapt to their
surroundings.
SS HS.3.4 Compare and contrast patterns of
human populations and culture over space and
time on a local, national, and global scale.

SS HS.3.5 Evaluate issues and/or events using
geographic knowledge and geospatial skills to
make informed decisions.
HS.4.1 (WLD) Analyze and evaluate patterns
of continuity and change over time in world
history.

SS HS.4.2 (WLD) Analyze the complexity of
the interaction of multiple perspectives to
investigate causes and effects of significant
events in the development of history.
SS HS.4.3 (WLD) Examine historical events
from the perspectives of diverse groups.

SS HS.3.2.c Evaluate the interdependence of places and
regions.
SS HS.3.3.b Evaluate how humans have utilized and
adapted to their physical environment.

SS HS.3.4.b Examine the spread of cultural traits and the
potential benefits and challenges of cultural diffusion,
economic development, and globalization.
SS HS.3.4.c Analyze the relationships of sovereign
nations and the role of multinational organizations on
conflict and cooperation both between and within
countries.
SS HS.3.5.a Apply geographic knowledge and skills to
interpret the past and present in order to plan for the
future.

SS HS.4.1.a (WLD) Evaluate the cause and effect of
historical events in the world.
SS HS.4.1.c (WLD) Evaluate the impact of people, events,
and ideas, including various cultures and ethnic groups,
on the world.
SS HS.4.2.a (WLD) Identify and evaluate how considering
multiple perspectives facilitates an understanding of
history.

SS HS.4.3.a (WLD) Identify how differing experiences can
lead to the development of perspectives.
SS HS.4.3.b (WLD) Interpret how and why diverse groups
and/or individuals might understand historical events
similarly or differently.

Schedule
½ Day — Introducing the Chapter
1 Day — Lesson 1
2 Days — Lesson 2
1 Day — Lesson 3
½ Day — Chapter Wrap-Up and Assessment

5 Days — Total

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 31

Southeast Asia

World Geography

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understandings will be discussed.
• The characteristics and distribution of cultures influence human systems.
Vocabulary: tsunami, cyclone, typhoon, biodiversity, shatter belt, buffer zone, emerging market,
free port, deforestation, shifting cultivation, sustainable development, reforestation
Essential Question(s)
● How do physical systems and human systems shape a place?

Students Will Be Able To:
• describe the physical geography of Southeast Asia and how its location affects its climate.
• analyze the importance of water systems to economic development in Southeast Asia.
• identify the different countries and groups that have influenced the history, government, and
culture of Southeast Asia.
• analyze how physical geography, migration, and urban growth affect population patterns.
• identify industries that dominate Southeast Asia's economy and how mismanagement leads to
loss of forests and biodiversity.
• identify threats to the environment and how they are being addressed.
• describe the physical geography of Southeast Asia and analyze the effects of the Ring of Fire.
• analyze the importance of water systems to economic development in Southeast Asia.
• examine how the climate of the region is influenced by elevation and location.
• identify the different countries and groups that have influenced the history and government of
Southeast Asia.
• analyze how physical geography, migration, and urban growth affect population patterns.
• analyze influences of different groups on the culture of Southeast Asia.
• identify industries that dominate Southeast Asia's economy.
• describe how loss of forests leads to loss of biodiversity.
• identify impacts of urban growth and industrialization on the environment.
• identify ways in which environmental issues are being addressed.
Formative Assessment
● Southeastern Asia and the Pacific World
Unit Test

Summative Assessment
• Guided Reading Activities
• Vocabulary Activity
• Lesson Quizzes

Nebraska State Standards
Standards

Supporting Indicators

SS HS.3.1 Evaluate where (spatial) and why
people, places, and environments are
organized on the Earth’s surface.

SS HS.3.1.a Determine spatial organization of human
settlements in relation to natural features.

SS HS.3.2 Evaluate how regions form and
change over time.

SS HS.3.2.b Examine the importance of places and
regions to individual and social identity and how identities
change over space and time.

SS HS.3.1.b Analyze and explain changes in spatial
patterns as a result of the interactions among human and
physical processes.

SS HS.3.2.c Evaluate the interdependence of places and
regions.

SS HS.3.3 Analyze how the natural
environment and cultural landscape are
transformed by natural and human forces and
interpret how humans adapt to their
surroundings.

SS HS.3.4 Compare and contrast patterns of
human populations and culture over space and
time on a local, national, and global scale.

SS HS.3.3.a Explain components of Earth's physical
systems and evaluate the impact of natural processes on
human environments.
SS HS.3.3.b Evaluate how humans have utilized and
adapted to their physical environment.

SS HS.3.4.a Compare trends in human migration,
urbanization, and demographic composition at a local,
national, and global scale over time and short-term and
long-term causes and effects.
SS HS.3.4.b Examine the spread of cultural traits and the
potential benefits and challenges of cultural diffusion,
economic development, and globalization.

SS HS.3.5 Evaluate issues and/or events using
geographic knowledge and geospatial skills to
make informed decisions.
HS.4.1 (WLD) Analyze and evaluate patterns
of continuity and change over time in world
history.

SS HS.4.2 (WLD) Analyze the complexity of
the interaction of multiple perspectives to
investigate causes and effects of significant
events in the development of history.
SS HS.4.3 (WLD) Examine historical events
from the perspectives of diverse groups.

SS HS.3.5.a Apply geographic knowledge and skills to
interpret the past and present in order to plan for the
future.

SS HS.4.1.a (WLD) Evaluate the cause and effect of
historical events in the world.
SS HS.4.1.c (WLD) Evaluate the impact of people, events,
and ideas, including various cultures and ethnic groups,
on the world.
SS HS.4.2.a (WLD) Identify and evaluate how considering
multiple perspectives facilitates an understanding of
history.
SS HS.4.3.a (WLD) Identify how differing experiences can
lead to the development of perspectives.
SS HS.4.3.b (WLD) Interpret how and why diverse groups
and/or individuals might understand historical events
similarly or differently.

Schedule
½ Day — Introducing the Chapter
1 Day — Lesson 1
1 Day — Lesson 2
1 Day — Lesson 3
½ Day — Chapter Wrap-Up and Assessment
4 Days — Total

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 32

Australia and New Zealand

World Geography

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understandings will be discussed.
• Certain patterns, processes, and functions help determine where people settle.
Vocabulary: bush, sunken mountains, atoll, caldera, lagoon, artesian well, coral, Aborigine, clan,
boomerang, Maori, dominion, national identity, Strine, pidgin, station, corpa, grazier
Essential Question(s)
● How do physical systems and human systems shape a place?

Students Will Be Able To:
• describe how Australia and New Zealand were formed.
• identify the major biomes and the importance of water resources.
• explain the influence of British colonialism on the current government and politics of the two
countries and how indigenous cultures were affected by foreign cultures.
• identify important industries in Australia's and New Zealand's economies.
• analyze how the Great Barrier Reef has been affected by tourism, industrialization, and trade.
• identify causes and consequences of environmental issues and how people are working to
protect the environment.
• describe how Australia and New Zealand were formed.
• explain how the physical geography contributes to the character of the region.
• identify the major biomes.
• discuss how water supports and surrounds the countries.
• analyze the effect of oceanic currents on seasonal weather patterns.
• explain the influence of British colonialism on the current government and politics of the two
countries.
• analyze how indigenous cultures were affected by foreign cultures migrating and settling in the
region.
• compare life in Australia to life in New Zealand.
• identify important industries in Australia's and New Zealand's economies.
• identify the causes and consequences of salinization, soil erosion, and deforestation.
• analyze how the Great Barrier Reef has been affected by tourism, industrialization, and trade.
• identify how people are working to protect the environment.
Formative Assessment
● Southeastern Asia and the Pacific World
Unit Test

Summative Assessment
• Guided Reading Activities
• Vocabulary Activity
• Lesson Quizzes
• Hands-On Chapter Project

Nebraska State Standards

Standards

Supporting Indicators

SS HS.3.2 Evaluate how regions form and
change over time.

SS HS.3.2.c Evaluate the interdependence of places and
regions.

SS HS.3.3 Analyze how the natural
environment and cultural landscape are
transformed by natural and human forces and
interpret how humans adapt to their
surroundings.

SS HS.3.3.a Explain components of Earth's physical
systems and evaluate the impact of natural processes on
human environments.

SS HS.3.4 Compare and contrast patterns of
human populations and culture over space and
time on a local, national, and global scale.

SS HS.3.3.b Evaluate how humans have utilized and
adapted to their physical environment.
SS HS.3.4.a Compare trends in human migration,
urbanization, and demographic composition at a local,
national, and global scale over time and short-term and
long-term causes and effects.
SS HS.3.4.b Examine the spread of cultural traits and the
potential benefits and challenges of cultural diffusion,
economic development, and globalization.

SS HS.3.5 Evaluate issues and/or events using
geographic knowledge and geospatial skills to
make informed decisions.

SS HS.3.5.a Apply geographic knowledge and skills to
interpret the past and present in order to plan for the
future.
SS HS.3.5.b Analyze how geospatial skills and
geo-literacy are applied to improve standards of living and
solve problems.
SS HS.3.5.c Evaluate geographical information sources
for applications, credibility, and appropriateness in
displaying spatial data.

HS.4.1 (WLD) Analyze and evaluate patterns
of continuity and change over time in world
history.

SS HS.4.1.a (WLD) Evaluate the cause and effect of
historical events in the world.
SS HS.4.1.c (WLD) Evaluate the impact of people, events,
and ideas, including various cultures and ethnic groups,
on the world.

SS HS.4.2 (WLD) Analyze the complexity of
the interaction of multiple perspectives to
investigate causes and effects of significant
events in the development of history.
SS HS.4.3 (WLD) Examine historical events
from the perspectives of diverse groups.

SS HS.4.2.a (WLD) Identify and evaluate how considering
multiple perspectives facilitates an understanding of
history.

SS HS.4.3.a (WLD) Identify how differing experiences can
lead to the development of perspectives.
SS HS.4.3.b (WLD) Interpret how and why diverse groups
and/or individuals might understand historical events
similarly or differently.

Schedule
½ Day — Introducing the Chapter
1 Day — Lesson 1
1 Day — Lesson 2
1 Day — Global Connections
1 Day — Lesson 3
½ Day — Chapter Wrap-Up and Assessment
5 Days — Total

NBC “Social Studies”
Chapter 33

Oceania

World Geography

Unit Overview
In this unit, the following Enduring Understandings will be discussed.
• Places reflect the relationship between humans and the physical environment.
Vocabulary: high island, low island, coral reef, kinship group, trust territory, pidgin, climate change
ocean warming
Essential Question(s)
● How do physical systems and human systems shape a place?

Students Will Be Able To:
• describe Oceania as being made up of a large number of two types of islands.
• identify the different ecosystems on each island type and how they affect life.
• identify natural resources in Oceania.
• identify the differences between Melanesia, Micronesia, and Polynesia and the order in which
they were settled.
• describe life in Oceania before Europeans arrived and the changes they and Americans brought.
• explain why resources and the environment are at risk and what is being done to address the
issues.
• describe Oceania as being made up of a large number of sparsely populated islands.
• identify the two types of islands found in Oceania.
• identify the different ecosystems on each island type.
• analyze how the different ecosystems affect life.
• identify natural resources in Oceania.
• identify the differences between Melanesia, Micronesia, and Polynesia.
• explain the order in which the areas of Oceania were settled.
• describe life in Oceania before Europeans arrived.
• identify changes Europeans and Americans brought to the area.
• explain why resources in the region are at risk.
• identify how the issues of resource management and environmental issues are being addressed.
• analyze why some issues can only be addressed by global action.
Formative Assessment
● Southeastern Asia and the Pacific World
Unit Test

Summative Assessment
• Guided Reading Activities
• Vocabulary Activity

Nebraska State Standards
Standards
SS HS.3.2 Evaluate how regions form and
change over time.

Supporting Indicators
SS HS.3.2.a Analyze physical and human processes that
shape places and regions.

SS HS.3.2.b Examine the importance of places and
regions to individual and social identity and how identities
change over space and time.
SS HS.3.2.c Evaluate the interdependence of places and
regions.
SS HS.3.3 Analyze how the natural
environment and cultural landscape are
transformed by natural and human forces and
interpret how humans adapt to their
surroundings.
SS HS.3.4 Compare and contrast patterns of
human populations and culture over space and
time on a local, national, and global scale.

SS HS.3.3.a Explain components of Earth's physical
systems and evaluate the impact of natural processes on
human environments.
SS HS.3.4.a Compare trends in human migration,
urbanization, and demographic composition at a local,
national, and global scale over time and short-term and
long-term causes and effects.
SS HS.3.4.b Examine the spread of cultural traits and the
potential benefits and challenges of cultural diffusion,
economic development, and globalization.

SS HS.3.5 Evaluate issues and/or events using
geographic knowledge and geospatial skills to
make informed decisions.

SS HS.3.5.a Apply geographic knowledge and skills to
interpret the past and present in order to plan for the
future.

HS.4.1 (WLD) Analyze and evaluate patterns
of continuity and change over time in world
history.

SS HS.4.1.a (WLD) Evaluate the cause and effect of
historical events in the world.

SS HS.4.2 (WLD) Analyze the complexity of
the interaction of multiple perspectives to
investigate causes and effects of significant
events in the development of history.
SS HS.4.3 (WLD) Examine historical events
from the perspectives of diverse groups.

SS HS.4.1.c (WLD) Evaluate the impact of people, events,
and ideas, including various cultures and ethnic groups,
on the world.
SS HS.4.2.a (WLD) Identify and evaluate how considering
multiple perspectives facilitates an understanding of
history.

SS HS.4.3.a (WLD) Identify how differing experiences can
lead to the development of perspectives.
SS HS.4.3.b (WLD) Interpret how and why diverse groups
and/or individuals might understand historical events
similarly or differently.

Schedule

½ Day — Introducing the Chapter
1 Day — Lesson 1
1 Day — Lesson 2
1 Day — Case Study
1 Day — Lesson 3
½ Day — Chapter Wrap-Up and Assessment
5 Days — Total

